



Sand says King Fahd is fit 


DIRECT CHARTER FLIGHTS TO 

A EF m ' t Foreign Matter Prince Saud 
Ai Faisal on Wednesday ruled out rumours that the condition of 
the ailing king Fahd had worsened, saying ihar the 
monard. was Gl “He is following his’roStiE - taSnifi 
television m an interview. “AH the reports by the doctors are very 
reassuring. The Saudi foreign minister, the first to visit Japan u 
Tuesday on a three-day visit and me? with 
Emperor Akihilo and Emperor Michiko earlier in the dav His 
remarks about Uieking follow rumours that he appears to be no 
n»re than a figurdjead as he has trouble concStnuL ndt 
often absent from offiaal functions despite returning to thltfaSwS 
following a stroke last November. There have been 
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months that King Fahd is planning to take a vacation* at his 
summer palace in Martella. Spain, where Time magazine reported 
tbs week be might stay permanently in a de faao ataKon. 
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Crown Prince meets 
league delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Wednesday 
stressed the need to start 
Arab- Arab dialogue with in 
the Arab League. Prince 
Hassan said during meeting 
with an Arab League delega- 
tion which is currently on a 
visit to Jordan that “we 
should take the initiative to 
solve our own problems 
through dialogue and to 
make use of others expertise 
like East Asia.” Attending 
the meeting was Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Khaled Madadha. 

U.S. firms allowed 
to import Iraqi oil 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
companies will be allowed to 
import Iraqi oil sold to raise 
£2 billion for food and medi- 
cine, administration sources 
said on Wednesday. “It has 
been confirmed that U.S. 
firms will be allowed to par- 
ticipate fully in Iraqi oil sales 
under (United Nations) Re- 
solution 986,” an administra- 
tion official said on condition 
of anonymity. Before inter- 
national sanctions were im- 
posed on Iraq in 1990, U.S. 
companies had imported 
more than 600,000 barrels 
per day of Iraqi oil. 

Iraq denies holding 
Kuwaiti prisoners 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
said Wednesday it no longer 
holds prisoners from its 1990- 
1991 occupation of Kuwait 
and accused the emirate of 
exploiting the issue for poli- 
tical reasons. Iraq “hoick no 
Kuwaiti or any other prison- 
er, and all the prisoners have 
been freed in line with 
(U.N.) Security Council Re- 
solution 686,” ending the 
1991 Gulf war to free Kuwait, 
the Foreign Ministry said. 
“Iraq is working seriously to 
dear up the fate of the mis- 
sing who Kuwait says are 
detuned in Iraq,” the minis- 
try said, quoted by the Iraqi 
news agency. Baghdad, 
“warns the Kuwaiti author- 
ities of the dangers of exploit- 
ing the feelings of the families 
of the missing for unhealthy 
political reasons," it added. 

Iran army tests 
new cannon 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
army has successfully tested a 
new 122-mm self-drive can- 
non which was designed and 
built in Iran, the newspaper 
Jomhuri Islami reported on 
Wednesday. It said the can- 
non, named Raad-Z 
(Tbunder-1), can fire five 
shells a mintue with a range 
of 15 kilometres. The Raad 
has a computer firing system 
linked to a laser range-finder, 
and it is highly accurate, a 
military official told the pap- 
er. The cannon moves on an 
armoured chassis which can 
travel at 65 kilometres an 
hour. The official said its 
performance matches any on 
the international market. 


Christian convert 
ruled apostate 
in Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A 
Kuwaiti who converted from 
Islam to Christianity said on 
Wednesday that any faithful 
Muslim could now kill him 
with impunity after the civil 
courts declared him an apos- 
tate. “When (the judge) says 
I am an apostate according to 
sharia Islamic law any Mus- 
lim now has the right to kill 
me and will not be 
punished,” a visibly shocked 
Hussein Qambar Ali, who 
calls himself Robert Qambar, 
said after the verdict was 
announced. As a result of. 
Wednesday’s court ruling, 
Mr. Qambar may also be 
stripped of his nationality and 
civilian rights for offending 
Islamic law by abandoning 
his faith, although he has the 
opportunity to appeal. “I 
guess I'd like to appeal to the 
courts and I will see from 
there,” Mr. Qambar. wear- 
ing a large gold crucifix out- 
side his shirt, said minutes 
after the judgement. 


Peres won premiership, could 
form coalition, exit polls show 


Following is a breakdown of parties expected to win 
seats in the 1 20-member Knesset, according to an exit 
poll taken by Israel's Channel 2 TV: (figures in brackets 
show the number of seat the parties held in the outgoing 
parliament ) 

Labour, 35 (44) 

Likud 32 (32) 

Meretz, 11 (12) 

National Religious Party 9 (6) 

Shas 8 (6) 

Yisrael with Immigration 6 (new party) 

Had ash, 6 (3) 

United Torah Judaism, 4 (4) 

Third Way, 4 (new party) 

Moledet 3 (3) 

Democratic Arab Front 2 (2) 

Two seats in the current Knesset held by independent 
parties but they would not win any seat in "Wednesday's 
election. 



Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres casts his vote in a Tel Aviv polling booth on 
Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


Moves seen gathering speed 
for convening Arab summit 


Combined agency despatches 

LABOUR 'PRIME Minister 
Shimon Peres beat his right- 
wing challenger Benjamin 
Netanyahu Wednesday in 
Israel’s first direct election of 
a prime minister in a close 
victory seen as saving the 
beleaguered Middle East 
peace .process, according to 
television estimates. 

Mr. Peres coaid also form 
a coalition government based 
on an exit poll. Channel One 
television said. 

It said the polls showed 
Mr. Peres could gamer a 
66-to-54 seat majority in par- 
liament based on the support 
of leftist and centrist parries 
and the ultra-orthodox Shas 
Party. 

Statistician Avi Dgani said 
Mr. Peres won 52.5 per cent 
of the vote against 47.5 for 
Mr. Netanyahu, according to 
a telephone survey by Chan- 
nel Two Television. 

He said in an interview on 
Channel Two that the poll 
was a representative sample 
of the population and was 
completed more than 90 mi- 
nutes later than an exit poll 
that showed a narrower gap 
between Mr. Peres and his 
challenger. 

Israel’s two television net- 
works said earlier that in exit 
polls Mr. Peres had a lead of 
50.7 per cent to 49 J per cent 
at the close of voting at 10:00 
p.m. (1900 GMT), but they 
cautioned the results were 
not yet final. 

Likud leaders said the re- 
sults were only estimates and 
the outcome could still 


change as the official vote 
count proceeded, but activ- 
ists at the Likud campaign 
centre in Tel Aviv were stun- 
ned and crying. 

In parallel polling for the 
120-member Knesset, 
Labour was credited with 37 
seats to 31 for Likud-led 
right-wing alliance, a loss of 
seven seats for Labour and 
nine for Likud and its allies 
compared to the previous 
Knesset elected in 1992. 

Interior Minister Haim 
Ramon did not hesitate to 
declare victory for Mr. Peres 
and Labour. 

“We have won by a nose,” 
he said as Labour activists 


burst into screams of joy at 
their election party in Tel 
Aviv. 

But the head of the Dahaf 
polling institute, Mina Tze- 
mach, urged caution saying 
“this estimation does not in- 
clude the vote of the soldiers 
which will only be known in 
several hours.” 

She said in the last polls in 
1992 the soldiers had over- 
whelmingly voted for the 
right. 

Wednesday's election was 
seen worldwide as a referen- 
dum on the land-for-peace 
process with Palestinians 
which was designed by Mr. 
Peres and implemented by 


his assassinated predecessor 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Netanyahu also cam- 
paigned on a pro-peace plat- 
form. but insisted that 
Israel's top priority must be 
security, ruled out making 
any further territorial conces- 
sions to Palestinians and sup- 
ported expanding Jewish set- 
tlements in the territories. 

Although the vote for the 
Knesset gave neither Labour 
nor Likud a dear majority, 
according to the television 
estimates Mr. Peres should 
have no difficulty putting 
together a coalition with 
Meretz and Arab-Israeli par- 
ties. 

The earlier estimates of the 
Knesset vote gave Meretz 
Labour’s Left-wing ally in the 
outgoing government, 10 
seats, down two. the ultra- 
orthodox Shas Party nine 
seats (up three) and seven for 
the New party of Russian- 
speaking immigrants, Israel 
B'aliya. 

The Arab- Jewish far-left 
Hadash Party was credited 
with four seats, up one from 
the outgoing parliament 
elected in 1992, the ultra- 
orthodox United Torah Juda- 
ism four seats (same). Third 
Way three seats, the far-right 
Moledet three seats and the 
United Arab lists three. 

Despite the suspense, the 
mood was relaxed and friend- 
ly in most of the country, 
with just scattered reports of 
violence, including of a 
woman who was arrested af- 
ter spraying teargas in a room 

(Continued on page 7) 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Tunisia said on Wednesday it 
was in contact with fellow 
Arab states to coordinate a 
unified stand before holding 
a proposed Arab summit — 
the first since Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Visiting Foreign Minister 
Habib Ben Yahia said he was 
holding continuous contact 
with the Arab League and 
Arab states to find “suitable 
ways to unify Arab view- 
points” and pave the way to 
“ensure success and the 
realisation of goals before 
any meeting.’’ 

His remarks, quoted by the 
official United Arab Emi- 


rates (UAE) WAM news 
agency, followed talks with 
UAE Foreign Minister 
Rashid Abdullah A1 Nuaimi. 

The Arab League, current- 
ly headed by Tunisia, was 
divided when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait by differences on how 
to tackle the crisis. Some 
member states opposed the 
intervention of U.S. -led 
western troops to drive Iraqi 
forces out of Kuwait. 

The league held its last 
summit in Cairo days after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 
Tunisia, which opposed fore- 
ign intervention in the Gulf, 
was the only Arab state not 
to attend that summit. 


Palestinian President Yas- 
ser Arafat, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
King Hussein have agreed to 
meet in Amman in June after 
Israel's general elections to 
coordinate strategy. 

Mr. Arafat said in remarks 
published on Monday that 
the summit might be ex- 
panded to include other Arab 
leaders. 

King Hussein on Tuesday 
described as unjustified the 
interruption of regular Arab 
summits since the Gulf crisis. 

In Cairo. President Mubar- 
ak said Syrian President 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq ’has not set conditions’ for 
increased imports from Jordan 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq is not 
attaching any political condi- 
tion to giving priority to Jor- 
dan in imports from proceeds 
of Baghdad's oil-for-food 
deal with the United Nations, 
an Iraqi embassy spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

The spokesman, Adel 
Ibrahim, was replying to a 
question prompted by reports 
carried in local tabloids that 
Baghdad had set a list of 
preconditions for restoring 
normal relations with Jordan 
and returning to the old sta- 
tus quo where Iraq would use 
Jordan as the main conduit 
for imports and the King- 
dom's industrial exports 
would receive preferential 
treatment in the government- 
dominated Iraqi market. 

The reports, which were 
only informally denied by 
Jordanian officials, said the 
purported conditions in- 
cluded demands such as the 


government of Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti be 
removed from power, the 
office here of the Iraqi 
National Accord be closed 
and other opposition activi- 
ties be curbed, defector Nizar 
Khasraji be returned to Iraq 
and Jordanian criticism of the 
policies of the Baghdad gov- 
ernment be stopped. 

Mr. Ibrahim categorically 
denied that such demands 
were made. 

“The Iraqi government has 
not presented any demands 
or conditions to the Jorda- 
nian government related to 
trade with Jordan.” Mr. Ibra- 
him told the Jordan Times. 

“Iraq respects the principle 
that trade is a normal state of 
relations between two coun- 
tries and does not attach de- 
mands and preconditions,” 
be added. 

Jordanian sources also re- 
jected the reports as un- 
founded. “It is sheer non- 
sense and has no base what- 
soever,” said a well-placed 


source. “Jordan has received 
no such conditions from Iraq 
and we don’t expect to re- 
ceive any either.” 

Officials at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, the 
main Jordanian organisation 
facilitating exports to Iraq, 
also denied the report. 

“As far as we know, and 
we should be among those 
who know, there are no such 
Iraqi demands or condi- 
tions,” said Ali Dajani, an 
advisor to Amman Chamber 
of Industry President Khai- 
doun Abu Hassan. 

“The Iraqi side has told us 
to send a delegation to Bagh- 
dad to ascertain the precise 
needs of the Iraqi market and 
make offers,” said Mr. Da- 
jani, adding that this was the 
net outcome of recent meet- 
ings held here by a team 
representing Iraqi business- 
men. 

“We are in fact seeking 
details about the mechanisms 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hariri accuses Hizbollah 
of 'weakening' Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri 
on Wednesday launched a 
stinging attack on the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah, 
accusing the Shiite fun- 
damentalists of undermining 
the state’s authority and 
wanting to monopolise resist- 
ance against Israel. 

“The Lebanese state does 
not agree with the political 
plans of Hizbollah, its pen- 
chant for holding spectacular 
parades, nor with its habit of 
continually undermining the 
state,” said Mr. Hariri in a 
statement. 

"The alliances and the 
political plans of this party 
are aimed at weakening the 
authority of the state on more 
than one level and in more- 
than one region.” he said. 

The statement added that 
Mr. Hariri had “repeatedly 
said that the Lebanese gov- 
ernment does not agree with 
that party’s (Hizbollah) poll- . 


deal platform, its literature, 
its exhibitionist conduct, 
and its logic of constantly 
challenging the state,” said 
the statement. 

Hizbollah Secretary 
General Sheikh Hassan Nas- 
rallah Monday told a huge 
rally commemorating the 
Shiite holiday of Ashoura. 
including hundreds of would- 
be suicide bombers in combat 
gear, that Mr. Hariri had 
insulted Hizbollah and its 
armed wing, the Islamic re- 
sistance. 

"Correct your understand- 
ing of the resistance and cor- 
rect your vocabulary when 
you speak of the resistance,” 
Mr. Nasrallah said in refer- 
ence to Mr. Hariri during the 
rally in Beirut’s mostly Shiite 
southern suburbs. 

“If your vocabulary does 
not help you then take some 
lessons in Arabic composi- 
tion.” he said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Publisher 
held with 
$100,000 
in forged 
banknotes 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Publisher 
of a weekly tabloid was 
arrested Wednesday for in- 
vestigation on charges of pos- 
session of forged U.S dollars, 
an official source said. 

The source told the Jordan 
Times that Nayef A1 Tawreh. 
publisher of the weekly Al 
Bilad newspaper, was 
allegedly in possession of 
forged S 100.000 when he was 
arrested. 

The source declined to give 
any details about the inves- 
tigation or the circumstances 
in which Mr. Tawreh was 
detained. 


ABDUL MAJEED SHOMAN 
ARAB BANKER OF THE YEAR 



NEW YORK— Each 
Year the Union of 
Arab Banks recognizes 
a distinguished 
member for service to 
the cause of Arab 
Banking with the 
honour “Arab Banker 
of The Year.” 


In the course of a 
long and distinguished 
career Mr Abdul 
Majeed Shoman has 
been awarded this 
privilege for 1996 in 
an official ceremony in 
New York attended by 
dignitaries from the 
Banking community 
all over the world. 


Mr Shoman has 
been a tireless 
champion in 
mobilizing the Arab 
banking community to 
work together in becoming a catalyst for regional and global economic 
development 


Through his 60 years of service to the cause of Arab banking, he has 
helped guide the rise of Arab Banks to center-stage among the financial 
institutions of the world. 

As chairman of the Arab Bank, Mr Shoman has presided over the rise of 
this institution into a leading force in building economic and banking 
relations between Arab countries and the rest of the world. Under his 
leadership, the Bank grew from a small business concern to an international 
conglomerate with a total balance sheet of 23 billion dollars. 
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French leaders protest 
monks’ death in Algeria 


PARIS (R) — More than 
10,000 Parisians led by 
Muslim, Christian and Jew- 
ish leaders gathered in the 
Eiffel Tower's shadow on 
Tuesday to pay tribute to 
seven French monks mur- 
dered by extremists in 
Algeria last week. 

Solemn music by com- 
poser Gustav Mahler 
played as thousands laid 
out a carpet of white flow- 
ers. Banners read: “If we 
keep quiet, the earth will 
cry out.” 

Paris Archbishop Jeon- 
Marie Lus tiger, French 
chief Rabbi Joseph Sitruk 
and Paris mosque head 
Dali! Boubakeur stood 
arms linked before the 
crowd which included 
Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe. 

Sheikh Hadj Mamadou 
Ngansou Ntcha of the gov- 
erning council of Muslims 
in France said: “We are ter- 
ribly sad because what hap- 


pened has no link with the 
teachings of Islam. 

“Islam is a religion of 
peace," he said denouncing 
“those terrorists who have 
not ceased to carry out mas- 
sacres” 

The heads of all of 
France's main political par- 
ties were present except the 
extreme right-wing Nation- 
al Front, which said it was 
□ot invited. Similar 
demonstrations took place 
in other main cities includ- 
ing Nice and Lyon. 

The rally was called last 
week by Education Minis- 
ter Francois Bayrou after 
the Algerian fundamentalist 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) said it had cut the 
monks’ throats after Paris 
refused to negotiate a 
release of prisoners. 

Algeria has said the hunt . 
for the kidnappers was con- ' 
firming and it could not 
confirm or deny the monks 
were dead. 


Foreign Minister Herye 
de Chare tte denied Paris 
bad sent an envoy to visit 
the monks about 12 days 
ago, indicating the report 
was part of a misinforma- 
tion campaign by the GIA, 

“You have to be careful of 
manoeuvres and manipula- 
tion by the GIA, which nat- 
urally will not miss a 
chance to trouble tbe spirit 
of France,” Mr De Chare tte 
said on France Inter Radio. 

The government has 
denied a report by a Trap- 
pi st monk. Father Gerard, 
who said that an unnamed 
French government envoy 
had secretly visited the 
monks in their cave prison 
and brought them commu- 
nion wafers as well as med- 
icine. 

However, a foreign affairs 
ministry spokesman, in a 
routine briefing, did not 
rule out that a non-govern- 
mental envoy could have 
visited the monks. 
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Two groups condema , 
torture, disregard of , 
human rights in Sudan 




HRH Princess Alia Bint A1 Hussein Wednesday attends the graduation ceremony of 
new officers at the Royal Military College. At the end of the ceremony, Princess Alia 
presented the graduates with token gifts in appreciation of their service to the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces 


Court rejects challenge 
to its jurisdiction in 
case of Baqa’a attack 


Egyptian editor’s sentence suspended 


CAIRO (AP) — A- court 
has overturned a one-year 
prison sentence of a leading 
opposition journalist who 
had accused the son of 
Egypt's interior minister of 
running out on a bill. 

But Magdi Hussein, edi- 
tor of the Islamic-oriented 
A1 Shaab newspaper, called 
the verdict a hollow victory 
and promised not to relent 
in his attacks on reputed 
government corruption. 

The appeals court handed 
Mr. Hussein a three-year 
suspended prison sentence 
rather than tbe one-year 
sentence. It rejected, how- 
ever, his plea to cancel a 
- fine equivalent to $4,500 
and warned that he would 
be jailed if he repeated his 
offence. 

Mr. Hussein was ten- 
fenced in January under a 
... controversial 1995 press 
law that increased prison 
sentences from six weeks to 
up to five years and fines 
from just $14 to as much as 
$5,880 for publishing arti- 
cles deemed false or 
inflammatory. 

His case drew 
international attention and 
was seen as a test of 


whether ihe law would suc- 
ceed in silencing govern- 
ment critics. 

Although human rights 
groups and some lawyers 
saw Tuesday’s ruling as an 
attempt at a compromise, 
Mr. Hussein dismissed it as 
another move to silence 
Egypt’s irreverent opposi- 
tion press. He said he 
would appeal the $ 4.500 
fine to another court. 

'The ruling means that 
the paper should be quiet 
for three years. Prison is a 
sword suspended over my 
head.” said Mr. Hussein . 
who did not show up for the 
court hearing. 

“ This is a political ver- 
dict and does not suit tbe 
Egyptian judicial system,” 
Mr. Hussein added. 

Tuesday's' Verdict §did 
that if Mr. Hussein again 
violated the 1995 law, he 
would serve the one-year 
prison sentence plus the 
prison term decreed for the 
second offence. 

Under the law. journalists 
can be jailed for insulting 
the president, foreign lead- 
ers, foreign representatives 
in Egypt, tbe courts, the 
army and any government 


body or public official. 

Mr. Hussein’s original 
.article did-not name Interior 
Minister Hass an A1 Alfi or 
his son, Alaa. But Mr. Alaa 
raised suit, saying he was 
the official’s son accused of 
running out on the hotel 
bill. 

The newspaper has indi- 
cated it will press on. 

The banner headline of A1 
Shaab's Friday edition 
accused Alaa A1 Alfi, his 
mother and several former 
ministers of taking over 
government land to con- 
struct an agricultural com- 
pany. 

The article then criticised 
A1 Alaa’s brother, Adel, 
asking where he reportedly 
obtained $1.1 milli on to 
purchase- a .restaurant -and 
millions mote for sik high- 
rise buildings. ~ 

The article was written by 
another writer at the news- 
paper but' Mr. Hussein, as 
editor, could be sued as 
well. 

*’We will continue fight- 
ing the war against corrup- 
tion and against the AI Alfi 
family, in particular," Mr. 
Hussein said. 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court on Wednes- 
day ruled feat it had juris- 
diction in the case of five 
people accused of attacking 
the office of the Central 
Intelligence Department 
(GOD) at Baqa’a refugee 
camp on Dec. 26, 1994. 

Presiding Judge Yousef 
Faouri ordered the case to 
proceed as normal. 

Three defence attorneys, 
two of them appointed by 
the court, had contested the 
court's dominion of the case 
and demanded Thar their 
clients be tried at a civil 
court. 

Prosecutor Captain Mah- 
moud Obeidai denied alle- 
gations by the attorneys that 
their clients were interro- 
gated under duress. 

The six defendants were 
expelled from courtroom 
twice for disrupting tbe 
three-hour session with slo- 
gans abusing tbe court and 
»fee jnpsqcutor general. 

Judge - Yousef Faouri 
asked the defendants if they 
were , guilty or not, they 
replied “You are the guilty 
one because you hindered 
god’s religion and ruling.” 

The prosecution says that 
the group candied out tbe 
attack on tbe CED office to 
avenge doe sentence passed 
against 11 Islamist by tbe 


known as the “arab afghan” 
in which seven were sen- 
tenced to death. 

They also carried the 
attack to avenge the arrest 
of their leader ibrahim 
mo hamma d zein al abedine 
three days before the attack 
was carried. 

The remaining five defen- 
dants are: Tha’er Yousef 
Ghanem, 24, Shadi Jawdat 
Taha, 19, Yousef Amar, 22, 
Ghassao Mismar, 27, and 
Abdul Rahim Saferini, 23. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, five of the defendants 
allegedly went to Baqa’a 
camp on Dec. 26, 1994, and 
showered the CID building 
with bullets from a machine 
gun, injured one person 
then fled the scene. 

They are charged by the 
State Security prosecutor 
general with the assault and 
the intent to block the 
appropriate authorities 
(CID) from exercising its 
duties in accordance with 
the Constitution and tbe dis- 
tribution of pamphlets slan- 
dering ffis Maiesfy King 
Husseirc 

The charge sheet said that 
the suspects started their 
illegal activities in April of 
1994 and plotted to cany 
extremist attacks on tourist 
and security departments in 
tbe Kingdom. 

Judge Faouri set June 25 
and 26 to start hearing the 
prosecution witnesses. 


Qatar 

reports 

arrests 


DOHA (AP) — An unspec- 
ified number of people 
have been arrested follow- 
ing last Friday’s apparent 
assassination attempt on 
Qatar’s^ health, minister, 
who escaped unhurt, the 
official Qatari News 
Agency reported. 

In a late Monday report, 
it quoted an unidentified 
interior ministry official as 
saying that -the motive of 
the attack on Al Saeed Al 
Kbayarin had been '’sub- 
versive.” it did not elabo- 
rate. 

The minister was parked 
at a petrol station in Doha, 
the Qatari capital, Friday 
when gunmen pulled up in 
another car and sprayed bis 
car with more than 100 bul- 
lets. 

But tbe state-run Kuwait 
News Agency .(KUNA) 
reported fimm-Doha.Mon-^ 
daythat four gonrrieniri t ikch 
vehicles pulled up at the 
petrol station and opened 
fire on Mr. Khayarin’s car. 

It said Mr Kbayarin’s 
brother was also in the car, 
and wasslighdy injured by 
a flying piece of glass. Tbe 
KUNA report could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Following tiie attack, 
diplomatic sources said 
one of tbe assailants was a 
senior army officer 




Jordan Phosphate Mines Co., LTD. 
Reannounces The Invitation To Tender 
No : 13F / 96 

JPMC reannounces the invitation to bid No. 
1 3F / 96 ( for the supply of white wood ). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, supply 
department, until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Sunday 9th June, 1996. Application for 
documents should be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable fee of JD 25 for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids Is 12:00 
hours local time Thursday 13th June, 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


Kurd groups agree to extend parliament term 


ANKARA (R) — Rival 
Iraqi Kurdish groups 
have acted to preserve 
their power-sharing 
assembly by seeking to 
extend its mandate for a 
further year, the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) said in a statement 
on Tuesday. 

The assembly's term 
was initially set for three 
years, but was extended 
for a year in 1995 
because of fighting 
between the two parties. . 

The PUK said it agreed 
on Monday with tbe rival 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) “that the 
parliament should work, 
to resolve tbe PUK- KDP 
dispute and prepare for 


new parliamentary elec- 
tions.” A KDP 

spokesman said the par- 
liament, set up in 1992, 
must meet before tire 
expiry of its term on June 
4 if it is to maintain its 
legal status. The PUK 
and KDP hold 50 seats 
each and Christian Assyr- 
ians have five representa- 
tives in the assembly, 
which in tbe past met in a 
mosque in tbe neutral 
northern Iraqi village of 
Daraban. 

The feud between the 
KDP and the PUK has 
cost about 3,000 lives 
and split northern Iraq 
into rival zones. But there 
have been no serious 
clashes for over a year. 


The two parties failed 
to reach a peace agree- 
ment last month after 
they met separately with 
a U.S. delegation. 

The PUK said Mon- 
day’s talks, which took 
place at KDP headquar- 
ters in Salahuddin as a 
gesture of reconciliation, 
are seen as a prelude for 
further talks *to resolve 
the internal Kurdish dis- 
pute and restore unity and 
peace to Iraqi Kurdistan.” 
Senior delegations from 
the two parties agreed to 
look at ways of expand- 
ing the parliament to 
include both independent 
delegates and those from 
other political groupings. 
“This is deemed neces- 


sary to overcome tbe 
grid-lock that has beset 
the functioning of the 
parliament in tire past," 
the PUK said. 

The Kurdish groups 
began fighting in 1994 
over control of tbe city of 
Erbil and the distribution 
of revenues from a 
makeshift oil trade at the 
Turkish bolder 

Northern Iraq has been 
protected from Baghdad 
by a Western powers air 
force based. in southern 
Turkey since shortly after 
tbe Gulf war in 1991. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary or Nazareth Church 
Sweifefa. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
<*278:. 

SC. Joseph Oirch Tel. 6245*1. 
Church of tbe Annunciation Td. 
M744U. 


De la SaUe Chore* Tel. 661757 
Terrasanda Owrdi Td: 622366 
Church of the Amw ndart on Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Chart* Td. 652X26. 
Armenian CnthoHc Church Td: 

771331. 

Aitneniaa Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St, Ephraim Own* Td. 77I75I-- 
Amman Imermthwal Own* Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chun* Td: 

K24£». 

German -speaidnx Enngefical Con- 
gregation Td: X4J457 
Tbe Chorth of Jems Christ ot. 
Latter-Da; Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Naanae Tcl.h75Wl. 
Tbe Evangelical Local Chun* in 
Amman 

Td. XI 1295 

Eitglbb-speakiRg 

Latin CatboBa Parish TcL 614190 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mcteontkigy. 

Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail during the weekend 
with temperatures rising slightly 
mid winds nonbwwwtly M north- 
easterly tmnleratc. In Aqaha. 
winds will he northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR: 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


I-V29 

31/37 

13/33 

18/36 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 

- Amman' 3F Aqaha 34. Humitfity 
readings:, Amman 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 27 per cent. 

• USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

-NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Wiaam Hazin 74K563 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayyim ....620115 

Dr. Munthcr Al Ontini 779959 

Dr. Mukhlcs Mazahnth K2IH25 

Fins pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 771Wo 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637TO5 

Naitmikh pharmacy 6-3672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644WS 

Shmchani pharmacy - 637660 

NohtMljh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy I* 47 *® 

IRBlDr , 

Dr. Ghari To'amnch 2500X0 

AlOuds pharmacy l 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhur Al Qadi 

fcJiafflch pharmacy Wo4l7 

emergencies 

Food Control Centra 

Civil Defence Department 


Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency IV9 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police H434I12 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuNkrSccurity Department 65021 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Conipluinu 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complains 897467 

Ammon Municipality 

Complaints 7X7111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661 1(71 

Iordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 6363X1 

RJ Flight Information .... (K-S32UO 

Queen Aliu 1 nth Airport UK-53200 

HOSPITALS " 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Aran 

A442K1/6 

Akikh Maternity. J. Amn, 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 6423*2 


Mafhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcbani 607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-M rasher Hospital 667227W 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen ... 7rtlOI/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMorka H91A1 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Anuil Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and' 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)9X3323 , 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09J90U560 

Ibti Sina Hospital (09)9X6732 

Al Hikma Modern Hospital ((Npwuwo 
UUUD: 

Princess Basina Hospital ...... (U21275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Jbn AlNafccs Hospital ... (02)347100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)3141 1 J 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied p* 
Rtiyul Jordanian (RJ) inhmtwtkm 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. ( HKtfXlin- 
A when it shook! a/uav.s he veri- 
fied. 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

07:08 Moscow (RJ) 

■ 07:00 — Beirut (RJ) 

11:20 

Amsterdam. Detroit (add) (RJ) 
-J0s ■ — Ahu Dhabi .-A) 'Ain (RJ)' 

12*5 

Amsterdam. Montreal. Toronto 
(RJ) 

**1* Rome (RJ) 

l3:,s Athens (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

2®’ J 0 Larnaca IRJ) 

* l!, 5 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2Zs 0O Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

22:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

2130 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 

Othor Flights (Terminal 2) 


«*o 

07:45 

..0(k45 

14.-00 

J4i30 

Abu Dhobi. 

15*J0 

1*00 E 

22.-10 

Zfc55 

0440 _ 


...... — Athens (OA) 

Bcirul. London (BA) 

Beirut I ME) 

Riyadh (SV) ■ 


r-Artin (AP) — Sudan’s Amnesty said hundreds are 
svsremati- being held without charge, 
grSe^arS aDd some aneaed, released and 
tortured its opponents in a then • ■ 

seven-year campaign to New York-based Human 
impose Islamic rule in Rights Watch said in its 
^Africa’s most diverse 260-page report tiiat prison- 
countries, two human rights ers at the houses were beat- 
groups said Wednesday. en with hoses and plastic 
That drive has paralleled pjp eSi sprayed wife water 
its pursuit of victory at aU hoses, locked in freight con- 
costs in a civil, war in the tginCTSi burned with. dga- 
sooth, including tacit accep- rettes and administered 

i^ce ofsla very^kHtg)- electtic 5^*5. 

separate reports. mg bags on die bare back of 

The charges were tbe lat- a prisoner, 
est to confront Sudan’s Some of the worst viola- 
increasingly isolated gov- tions occurred in the south, 
emment, which already is where rebels are fighting for 

under U.N. diplomatic sane- more autonomy from a gov- 
tions for reputedly giving emment traditionally domw 
aid and shelter to militants. naied by Muslim Arabs. 

The reports come just two Sudan, Africa’s largest 

months after a U J 1 !. special- country, has 19 major ethnic 

investigator accused Sudan groups and 115 distinct Ian- 
of rampant human rights pmages, making it one of the 

SS dSriby <£ most ^ 

J ™* ,«° i" 

reaction from the Sudanese report in Man*, both 
government - - &oups accused the govem- 

In tbe past, -Sudan has ment of indiscnimnately 

accused Amnesty bombing civilian areas in 

International and other the south and carrying out a 

Western hu man rights scorched-earth campaign in 

groups of bias against Islam, a straggle the Islamic gov- 

Sudan’s government emment has termed a 

came to power in 1989 “Jihad,” or holy wan 

through a military coup and H uman Rights Watch said 
proceeded to ban political government-backed militias 

parties, trade unions and have kidnapped women and 

professional associations children for use as slaves — 

- totoxn* ° f a form of war boay.^ 

°nnS judiciary, bureaus- Amnesty add I the govern^., 

cy aid military were ment has declared pans of 

purged, making way for s^th a foee-fire zones 
cadres from the National for raids by militias of Arab 
Islamic Front That move- tribesmen or rebel bieak- 
ment. under tbe leadership away factions armed by the 
of Hassan Tourabi, has pro- government 
vided the -government ideo- “Each of these forces has 

logical backing and a hfoff^ J *Siias sacred unarmed men 
print for. an Islamic state, and women,” 


Since the coop, die govern- 
ment has sought to ruthless- 
ly squelch dissent by 
employing so-called "ghost 
bouses,” secret detention 
centres used for torture, said 
Amnesty and Human Rights 
Watch, which researched 
their reports independently. 

The bouses were even set 
up in the building of the 
official news agency and the 
fanner office of the Sudan 
bar association, the groups 
said. 

In its 37-page report. 


Amnesty said. “Each has 
abducted children, many of 
whom are missing.” 

Families are forced to buy 
children back. Amnesty ^ 
said, at prices that vary from 
two cows to 25 cows, or the j 

cash equivalent 
Human Rights Watch also j 
criticised rebel forces of 
holding fellow rebels pris- i 
oner, confiscating food from 
civilians, looting and sum- . i 
mary executions. Massacre^ ( 
are not uncommon, it saidv^ -,i 


Trial of Coptic Christian girl 
who converted opens in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — A Christian family went to court Tbesday to 
win cust ody o ver their daughter, who they say was coaxed 
into convening to Islam with die tacit help of police. 

The case is potentially explosive in Egypt, where conversion 
to either Christianity or Islam is largely taboo. 

Christians make up about 10 percent of Egypt's predomi- 
nantly Muslim population of 60 million and have in the past 
claimed that their children were abducted and forced to coo- 
vett to Islam. But this case is apparently the first to go to court. 

My of 17-year-okl Irene Sadek Mikhail contends 
that her Muslim boyfriend, 34-year-old Ahmad Sana!, took 
advantage of their daughter’s naivete. 

Tb^/ say he persuaded her to convert and that she has lived 
witn his raamy for two months. 

Moms Sacfik, the Mikhail family’s lawyer, concedes tiiat the 
gin went to live wife Ml Sanad’s-femfly willingly. , . 

Bnthesaid that under Egyptian law police-shooki bavegr 
raoughi her back to her parents since she is still a minor- 

l ne court postponed the trial to July 9. 


. Al ‘Ain. Riyadh (SV) 

Damroois. Dotei(EK) 

Cairo (MS) 

. Damascus. Paris (AF) 
Rome(AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Rights 
2fc3l Aqaba (from QAiA) (RW) 

ARRIVALS 

Rights Jord,nl « n ("J) 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Sanaa (RJj 

IE2 Gibran. Riyadh (RJ! 

J®-* ■-* — New Delhi (IUL_ 

Jf® Beirut (Ru. 

Muscai, Dubai (RJ) 

Ildj Cofomho(Rj) 

MWMvrtRJl 

"si " "v J London (RJ) 

17rfS New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Banj^iok Calcutta (RJ) 

SS Al "Ain (RJ) 

other Rights (Terminal 2) 

ji*® Dhahi. Doha (RJ) 

,i3 - Riyadh (SV) 

Shanqah (AH) 

r ■ :-U“ Duh " (EK) , 

Damascus (AJF) • 

\ rij’ — Bcinu (ME) 

..Cairo (MS) - 

Ulanh ul(TK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

SS London (KJ) 

Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Rights 

... Td Aviv (ai OAIA) (RW) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Anna ... BrWa.m.cvcnrMon&jr 
yr- tatwns 5.-00 pjn.cvm Monday 
ucp. Damascus 7:30 a.m. every Sunday 

Arc. Amman .... 5KXJ p.m. every Sunday 


market prices.". 

Uppcrfkmcr price in Bk per kg.. 

Apple 701/500 

| ana i'« ecxveon 

Banana f Mukammar) 520520 

Banana (imported) 750300 

? hba BC 100/60 

.Carrot 251 VI 50 

Cauliflower 230/140 

Cucumber (large) I#fl0 

Cucumber (small) 230H4O 

EggAun 3WI7U 

500/400 

p“flic (green) 240/170 

[f m °n 6/0400 

w*rrnw(Iur«) 170/120 

f™ 1 ®* ^"“D) r. -. 240/170= 

Mulukhmh .300/160 

Onion (dry) .-...--‘i JO/ WJ. 

Orange 400000 

PcKh ..'TKKWl 

W« r lh«) 220/ LfiU 

Pepper (sweet) : 27WJM.* 

23IVI40 

SrnngBean V...;... 450/330 

26®I70. 

Water melon 170/150 
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TB ‘under control’ in 


Jordan — 

By Samir fijjjawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Health has said that tuber- 
culosis (TB) in Jordan is 
under control and the annu- 
al cases recorded by the 
ministry are 400. 

According to Khaled Abu 
Rumman, head of the min- 
istry's TB and Respiratory 
Diseases Department, the 
department started record- 
ing increases in the number 
of TB cases in Jordan since 
1 991, after the return to the 
Kingdom from Kuwait of 
about 400 000 expatriates 
during the Gulf crisis and 
deteriorating living condi- 
tions in areas whore many 
returnees had settled, said 
Dr. Abu Rumman who is 
also member of the board 
of the Jordanian Society for 
combating TB. 

He said, however, that 
approximately 25 per cent 
of the total cases are non- 
Jordanians, primarily guest 
workers living in the King- 
dom. 

“Usually 90 per cent of 
the cases are discovered 
and 96 per cent of them are 
cured through medication” 
added Dr. Abu Rumman 
who noted that the cost of 
treating a single patient with 
TB is JD 100, of which JD 
70 is covered by the Min- 
istry of Health, and the soci- 
ety covers the re maind er 

Comparing the TB cases 
in Jordan with others in 
neighbouring countries Dr. 
Abu Rumman said the situ- 
ation in Jordan is better than 
in other areas of the Middle 
East in relation to the vol- 
ume of population. 

He said: “TB cases in Jor- 


ministry 

dan now stand at the rate of 
one for every 100000 inhab- 
itants, but in Syria and 
Saudi Arabia the ratio is 40 
cases, and in Yemen 300 for 

every 100,000 citizens 

Dr. Abu Rumman stressed 
that the concerned authori- 
ties are not relaxing their 
measures in the fight 
against the disease and the 
society and the ministry are 
closely monitoring the situ- 
ation. 

Asked about the reports 
that TB cases in the south, 
especially in the Maan area 
are higher in number than in 
other regions of Jordan, Dr. 
Abu Rumman said the cases 
there are not higher than 
those in the north and other 
parts . 

Referring to the society's 
efforts to eradicate the dis- 
ease , Dr. Abu Rumman said 
the society has recently 
increased monthly aid to TB 
patients fromJD 10 to JD 20 
each to enable the patients 
to reach the health centres 
and receive regular treat- 
ment 

“We are a voluntary soci- 
ety that tries to help the TB 
patients within our means 
and we hope to increase the 
aid to these patients in the 
future," he said. Referring 
to the situation worldwide, 
he said that TB annually 
kills three million people, 
and it is estimated that 10. 
000 others contract the dis- 
ease each year, especially 
in the Third World countries 
.His Majesty King Hussein 
is honorary president of the 
society, which is chaired by 
Senator and former Prime 
Minister Zeid Rifal and has 
branches in Maan, Karak, 
Taftleh and Amman. 


‘Country’s advances lead way to 
developing interactive learning centres’ 


By Samir Barbonm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The success of 
Jordan’s teleconferencing 
and technical information 
disbursement within the 
medical community 

throughout the Kingdom and 
abroad led the government 
to lay the foundations for 
developing long distance 
interactive learning centres. 
Minister of Post and Com- 
munications Jamal A1 
Saraireh says. 

In an address to be deliv- 
ered in Rome today at a two- 
day conference on “The cre- 
ation of the Information 
Society in the Mediterranean 
countries,** Mr. Saraireh 
says the creation of these 
centres, which he firmly 
believes will contribute to 
improving the quality of life 
of citizens, requires the 
development of the telecom- 
munications sector in Jor- 
dan. 

“In order for us to meet 
these conditions, we have 
laid the foundations neces- 
sary to facilitate the devel- 
opment of an information 
society by creating a 
telecommunications envi- 
ronment that is inducive to 
long-distance interactive 
learning programmes,” the 
minister says in bis address, 
a copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

He adds in his address to 
the conference, organised by 
the Italian government and 
the European Commission, 
that universities and training 


institutions in Jordan will 
participate in the system for 
the obvious reason of tele- 
conferencing and exchang- 
ing information among 
experts in a speedy and 
timely manner. 

“These learning centres 
will be linked to Europe... 
Their standards will be har- 
monised with those of 
Europe in order to connect 
with European learning cen- 
tres so that training that can 
lead to diplomas can be 
enacted,” says the minister, 
who left for Rome Wednes- 
day. 

He defines Jordan’s goals 
in the telecommunications 
sectors as: to create a televi- 
sion network to connect the 
learning centres in the King- 
dom in an interactive man- 
ner, to facilitate information 
exchange among teachers 
and among the students 
themselves, to provide 
greater training opportuni- 
ties for teachers with little or 
no hardship to them, to cre- 
ate accessibility to teaching 
resources within the King- 
dom regardless of location 
and to provide greater learn- 
ing opportunities for the 
general populace. 

“We are excited about the 
positive impact the access to 
long-distance learning will 
have on the quality of life in 
Jordan. Long distance 
opportunities will enable us 
to alleviate development 
barriers to a technologically 
sophisticated workforce and 
citizenry,” he says, noting 
that access to distance learn- 
ing will soften the effects 


which wide economic dis- 
parities between geographic 
areas has on the skill level of 
teachers, quality of teaching 
materials, and consequently 
the ability of students. 

He explains that the most 
qualified teachers usually 
compete for appointment in 
urban areas, which denies 
schools in rural and remote 
areas skilled teachers. 

Mr. Saraireh continues that 
access to long-distance 
learning enhances the soci- 
ety’s ability to be tolerant 

“While students from dif- 
ferent regions obtain access 
to each other through inter- 
active long distance courses, 
die segmentation of our 
society is lessened as a stu- 
dent from the south enjoys a 
discussion held with a stu- 
dent from the north... people 
from all over the Kingdom 
can meet and increase their 
understanding of each other 
through the miracle of 
advanced communication 
channels,” he stresses. 

In his speech, Mr. Saraireh 
familiarises participants in 
the parley with Jordan’s 
development process, eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme and privatisation 
drive. 

According to the minister, 
Jordan's economic restruc- 
turing process, initiated in 
1989 with the help of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank to increase the partici- 
pation of the private sector 
in the working of the Jor- 
danian economy, has led 
Jordan to the privatisation of 



Jamal Saraireh 


many state-controlled enter- 
prises. 

“The telecommunications 
sector, which had been tradi- 
tionally run as a state-owned 
monopoly, spearheads our 
economic advancement and 
modernisation drive,” the 
minister says in his speech. 

In paying tribute to the 
European Investment Bank, 
the Overseas Development 
Agency, the French Govern- 
ment and the European 
Union for their support of 
the Kingdom in carrying out 
the development process, 
the minister ' says: "Their 

assistance, providing techni- 
cal and financial support for 
the restructuring process of 
the Jordanian telecommuni- 
cations sector, made them 
active partners, not only in 
restructuring, but also in the 
National Investment Pro- 
gramme which ensued". 

He says a European con- 
sulting firm did an evalua- 
tion of the performance of 


the telecommunications sec- 
tor three years ago and rec- 
ommended privatising the 
sector in order to bring about 
the necessary modernisation 
of the basic telecommunica- 
tions network and to fully 
integrate Jordan with the 

information superhighway. 

To effectively meet pre- 
yjo- inri future demands fen* 
sopmsccaied information 
transfer which includes dis- 
tance learning, the minis ter 

said Jordan is expanding its 
basic telecommunications 
network through the Nation- 
al Investment Programme to 
double its present size 
350,000 lines by the year 
1998. 

He says that the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC) in 1995 signed con- 
tracts at a total cost of S150 
million to increase telepho- 
ny from' 7 per cent to 11 per 
cent by the year 1998, 
adding that the Kingdom is 
currently replacing its ana- 
logue and old digital 
exchanges which were 
installed in the early and mid 
1980s with new higher 
capacity exchanges that will 
be fully operative in the very 
near future. 

Dwelling on the 1995 
Telecommunications Law, 
he says it provides for trans- 
forming the TCC into a 
stale-owned corporation 
towards the end of 1996. 
“Privatisation will occur two 
years later to facilitate the 
entry of full Public Switched 
Telephone Network com- 
petitor no later than Jan. 1. 
1998 ” he adds. 


Promising investors stable, 
up-to-date policies in the 
sector. Dr. Saraireh stressed 
that Jordan will ensure the 
separation of the operation 
from the regulation func- 
tions in order to avoid any 
conflict of interest that may 
happen and to signal to all 
competitors its intent to pro- 
vide a level-playing field. 

Prior to his departure 
Wednesday, Mr. Saraireh 
said the conference is con- 
sidered part of building the 
Euro-Mediterranean part- 
nership process which was 
adopted by the 1995 
Barcelona Conference. 

This conference, Mr. 
Saraireh said, stresses the 
need to build an advanced 
infrastructure in the fields of 
telecommunications, media, 
education and research. 

“This conference has been 
conceived as one of the fol- 
low-up actions of the 
Barcelona conference which 
took place Nov. 27-28. 
1995, gathering the 27 min- 
isters to decide upon the cre- 
ation of the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean partnership," a state- 
ment by the TCC said. 

It said the conference 
involves the participation of 
ministers responsible for 
education, research and 
telecommunications in addi- 
tion to entrepreneurs, uni- 
versity researchers and all 
operators who are somehow- 
associated with the building 
up of the information society 
in the Mediterranean region. 


lire .-.ft, 
is n|‘ fog 

cl hrei- 
il*J hi lit 


Criminal Court clears 3 men 


on jnurder charges. 


"Each hi 
, rrr.iro ; 

vd to bin 
Anwff 
suiy fns 
\i\orik 

.'at Ji di. 
ora\< f 
vls pn* 

md suib- 

Itod^' 

girl 

gyp 

jt-jJjiV 

> fnavS 
tflWW® 
predun* 

it!*!*' 


By Rana Husseiru ■ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — TheOiimnal 
Court Wednesday acquit- 
ted three men charged with 
the murder of a 22-year- 
old student in the Yajouz 
area on March 29, 1995. 

The families of Omar 
Mohammad Abu Sweilim, 
22, Zakaria Ahmad Abu 
Sweilim, 16 and Ahmad 
Obeid Sweilmin, ululated 
■ upon bearing Judge Tawfiq 
announcing the verdict. 

Omar Abu Sweilim was 
charged with shooting and 
killing Mohammad 
Ghanem, a University of 
Applied Science and Tech- 
nology students while be 
went on a ride with his 
fiancee A beer Baker near 
the University of Jordan. 

The remaining two 
defendants were charged 
with complicity to the 
murder: 

The court said that the 


prosecution did not presort 
enough evidence to indict 
or link the men to the mur- 
der. 

“The evidence produced 
by the prosecution is 
doubtful and could not be 
retied oo,” the court said. 

According to the prose- 
cution, the three defen- 
dants, pretending to be 
secret police, asked the 
couple for their identifica- 
tion cards. 

The victim argued with 
them, and they told him 
that they are taking him to 
the police station. 

They all rode, in Mr. 
Ghanem’s car, and he told 
them that be was heading 
to tire: police station, the 
prosecution said. 

The first defendant, 
according to the prosecu- 
tion, asked the victim to 
pull over but he refused. 

“Omar Abu Sweilim 
drew his gun and fired 
twice in the air. to frighten 


the victim, : and when he 
did not stop, be shot him 
twice in the head,” the 
prosecution charged. 

The court also ques- 
tioned the credibility of the 
main witness in the case, 
Ms. Baker, who according 
to the court “contradicted 
her testimonies in front of 
the prosecutor and in 
court.” 

“The witness (Ms. 
Baker) failed to give the 
right description of some 
of the witnesses and failed 
to give the right descrip- 
tion of die accident scene,” 
the court said. 

The Criminal Court last 
month recalled Ms. Baker 
for new testimony after 
the court noted contradic- 
tion in her statements. 

The verdict will automat- 
ically be reviewed by a 
higher court within 30 
days. 


Privatisation of hotel training college expected to 
compensate for industry shortages, says minister 


By a Jordan Times 
.Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Management 
and administration of the 
Ammoun Hotel and Hotel 
Training College — the 
government-owned and 
operated hotel and restau- 
rant training college — is 
slated to be signed over to 
the private sector in the 
coming week, pending the 
approval of the Cabinet, 
Minister of Tourism Saleh 
Irsheidat said on Tuesday. 

It is hoped that an over- 
haul and upgrade of the 
Ammoun Hotel would 
begin to help compensate 
for the lack of hotel training 
facilities in Jordan, now 
emphasised by a substantial 
growth in tourism. 

According to Mr. Iishei- 
dat, the hotel will be owned 
and operated by a 50-50 
joint venture company 
composed of the Jordan 
Investment Corporation 
and a conglomerate of hote- 


liers, banks and investment 
houses. Its start up capital 
will be JD1 million. 

“The French government 
and the European Union 
will provide some financ- 
ing for the school and will 
also provide some tools and 
equipment to the restaurant 
training facility” said Mr. 
Irsheidat. He estimated the 
contribution from the two 
parties at JD2 million. 

Final details of the agree- 
ment were not immediately 
available, but the minister 
said they would probably 
be similar to those outlined 
last year which stipulated 
that the company would 
lease the facility outright 
from the Ministry of 
Tourism for 15-20 years. 

The role of the Ministry 
of Tourism would be that of 
ownership, and it would 
continue to monitor the 
quality of education 
offered. 

The Ministry of Educa- 
tion would retain responsi- 


bility for accreditation and 
curricula. 

The college now accom- 
modates approximately 435 
students of two different 
academic levels; approxi- 
mately 70 per cent are sec- 
ondary (high school) stu- 
dents, and the remainder 
are at the college level. 

Secondary education 
would be abolished at the 
institution after the private 
sector assumes responsibil- 
ity for the facility, and be 
exchanged for various 
courses including waiting, 
driving and cooking. 

The establishment would 
essentially offer a two-year 
course, with a hotel 
diploma, in a “community 
college for hotel training 
and education.” 

Enrollment would be 
approximately 240 stu- 
dents. 

Private sector involve- 
ment in the hotel training 
facility was a recommenda- 
tion of former Minister of 


Tourism Abdul Dab Khatib 
to foster the growth of the 
tourism industry in Jordan 
and improve the facility’s 
training standards. 

The Ministry of Tourism 
acquired ownership of the 
facility following a Cabinet 
decision early last summer, 
but left management and 
curricula within the juris- 
diction of the Ministry of 
Education. 

The same Cabinet deci- 
sion that transferred owner- 
ship to the Ministry of 
Tourism also allowed for a 
private sector enterprise to 
take control of the estab- 
lishment’s management and 
education. 

The hotel and college, 
which opened in 1981, sit 
on a 16-dunum plot of land 
in a residential area of Jabal 
Amman. The hotel’s facili- 
ties include 55 rooms, a 
main restaurant, a terrace 
which can host up to 150 
people, a swimming pool, 
tennis court and coffee 


An on-going JD200.000 
renovation of the facility 
which started in autumn 
1994 would not have recti- 
fied the depressing state of 
the college and hotel, a 
Ministry of Education offi- 
cial had said at the time the 
Cabinet agreed that the pri- 
vate sector be allowed to 
manage it. 

The facility has no bar. no 
jacuzzi, sauna or disco, he 
said at the time. “People 
want these things, and they 
are necessary for the suc- 
cess of the hotel. Obvious- 
ly, we can’t have all these 
things in a government 
institution, and this is just 
one of the reasons that the 
hotel should be handed 
over to the private sector.” 

The average salary of 
instructors at the facility 
was JD150, he said. “You 
cannot expea to hire top 
calibre staff and expect 
them to turn out qualified 
students for such a salary.” 
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HLQ.ASR HOTEL 


TliE fill Al 


are Proud to 
host & SPonser 
world. wide famous 

DABS artists 
Perfort+imS at the 
Em ro. Arab 

JAZZ 

(AHVAN 

*96 

and on that 
occasion are 3lad 
to Present 


THE 

CELLAR SUMMER 

JAZZ 

*96 


FESTIVAL 
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i BflBe HoSday, Ray 
Charles. Ettngton and 




Qlso expect tkcew JAZZ ciCiv«J6 stars 
to cJO "W\ ok tke eiul of each. wigUt ok tlw 

FOR DETAILS PLEASE CALL 
THE CELLAR AT 666140 / 639671-2 


Under the patronage of HRH Prince Rae'd Bin Zeid 



Jazz Caravan '96 


Will be held at the Roman Amphitheatre in Amman between the 
6th - 18th of June. 

Eleven worldwide well - recognized Jazz groups will be performing 
In open air, different kinds of spectacular jazz music ranging from 
Classical through Oriental to Latin America Fusion Jazz. 

Special seating for tickets sold ah 

• A1 - Qasr Hotel * Freddy for Music 

• Castello Restaurant * Romero Restaurant 

• MoKa Cafe * Chez Hilda 

For further Information, please call go- sponsors 

[Freddy For Music ! 

TbI 701888 > 692686 



HE CELIAS? 

Tat 689671-2 
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4 World News 


Russia ready to grant Chechenya 
sovereignty within federation 


Jordan Timaa, Thrnsday-F rid.y, May W 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Chechenya will be allowed to 
Ivu'inc a "sovereign" state within the Russian Federation, 
a Jiait irc.ity on the breakaway republic’s status obtained by 
Intel l:i\ News Agency said Wednesday. 

The treaty would grant Chechenya broad powers of self- 
rule but fall shim of the total independence the Chechen 
rebels haxe demanded throughout their 17-month war 
against Russian forces. It was not yet clear exactly what 
soxercignty meant, or if this was in fact broad autonomy. 

Interfax did not explain who drafted the document, but 
ITAR-TASS said it was the same as that which President 
IJnris Yeltsin announced could be signed on June 30 or in 
earls Jills after consultations with the Chechen people. 

h \\;in not clear whether the draft had been discussed at 
the peace talks in Moscow Monday which resulted in a 
ceasefire accord between Mr. Yeltsin and Chechen rebel 
leader Zdimkh.m Yandarbiycs. 

Before the talks both sides had said they were deferring 
die thorns issue ol'Chechenya's status. 

The draft treaty defined’ Chechen} a as "a sovereign, 
democratic. lass -based, social state within the Russian 
Federal inn." 

Chechens n would have control over domestic policy, 
including lass- and order, the adoption of a republican con- 
siiuitiou and republican luxes, and the territory's budget and 
taxes. 

The north Caucasus republic would also be able to sign 
separate accords xxith other subject regions of Russia and 
international treaties, provided they did not conflict with 
Russia's constitution and international obligations. 

Russia would maintain control over foreign policy mat- 
ters such as Russian defence and security, arms sales, fed- 
eral transport and communications, according to the docu- 
ment. 

Announcing a peace plan for Chechenya on March 31. 
Mr. \clisin said lie xvas ready to grant Chechenya more 
.iiid >nom> than any other republic in the Russian 
I cdctalioii. 

1 losses er. on a visit to Chechenya Tuesday Mr. Yeltsin 
again insisted that the republic was part of Russia. 

The draft document quoted by Interfax said that both 
Russia and Chechenya agreed to “reject the use or threat of 



Former President John F. Kennedy and former first lady Jacqueline Kennedy are 
show n after their arrival in Dallas in this television footage of scenes before the assas- 
sination of Kennedy. The recently unearthed long-lost footage offers intriguing new 
evidence on the case, experts said Tuesday (Reuter photo) 

Kennedy assassination day film recovered 


DALLAS t R ) — Long-lost television 
It Miugc of scenes before and after the assas- 
sination of President John F. Kennedy has 
been unearthed and offers intriguing new 
exulenee on the case, experts said Tuesday. 

The 45 minutes of black-and-white film 
has unique footage of Mr. Kennedy's killer 
and poignant images of the president and 
first lads Jacqueline Kennedy holding 
hands shortly before his death. 

Bui it does not catch Mr. Kennedy's 
motorcade coming under fire as it drove 
through dosvntossn Dallas on Nov. 22. 
PKv. and does not find a "smoking gun" in 
the ease that has spawned countless con- 
spiracy theories. 

"Does it point to a second gunman? Not 
that I know of." said Gary Mack, an expert 
on the Kennedy assassination and archivist 
.u the Dallas County Historical Foundation. 
1 le said lie first saw the film about 15 years 
ago but was unable to get a copy. 

He look another look at it on Sunday alter 
a Dallas ss uiiiun eamc forward xviih the film 
clips, which had been buried under a house 
lot scars. "It doesn't significantly change 
histois ...But it sloes gixe extra insights and 
ncs'. details on what happened that day.” 
Mr. Mack mid Reuters. 

! lie footage shows police taking several 
iiini.il susjvcis and witnesses into custody 
and assassin Lee Harvey Osssald at the 
Dallas police station after his arrest. In 
auoilier section, police and witnesses arc 
M-vii miming toward a nearby rail yard to 
'•catch for an assassin immediately after the 
shouting. 

I In* loot ace also shows Oswald's killer. 



Former President John F. Kennedy and former first lady Jacqueline Kennedy are 
slum n in the presidential limousine in the moments before Kennedy was assassinat- 
ed in Dallas oil Nov. 22, 1963 in this recently unearthed television footage. The long- 
lust footage of scenes before and after the assassination of Kennedy offers intriguing 
new evidence on the case, experts said (Reuter photo) 


force to solve any issues.” on the basis of respect for the 
right to self-determination, equality and free will. 

The authorities in Chechenya would have the right to 
organise alternative national service in the republic, includ- 
ing a special form of military service. 

Chechenya. which has important oil installations and lies 
on the path of a major oil pipeline from the Caspian Sea. 
would also have control over its own natural resources, the 
document said. 

Meanwhile. Moscow would maintain control over macro- 
economic policy, including monetary emissions, prices and 
customs regulations. 

The document said Russia and Chechenya would jointly 
fulfill federal policy regarding Russia's territorial integrity 
and combating crime. 

It also envisaged creating a free economic zone in 
Chechenya, whose infrastructure has been devastated by 
the war which erupted in December 1994. 

Currently the oil-rich Republic of Tatarstan on the Volga 
has broad autonomy within Russia, with control over its 
natural resources. 

Meanwhile two Russian soldiers died and a third was 
wounded Wednesday when a remote-controlled mine blast- 
ed an armoured personnel carrier in Grozny, a local Interior 
Ministry official in the Chechen capital said. 

Amirbek Taromov told Reuters at the scene of the blast in 
the city centre that the mine had been deliberately detonat- 
ed as the APC carrying Interior Ministry troops drove past. 
The attackers had not been found. 

A ceasefire is due to come into force at midnight Friday. 

There were no civilian casualties in the mine explosion, 
although it happened close to a street market, just after 10 
a.m. (0600 GMT). 

By early afternoon, the wreckage had been cleared away 
leaving only traces of an explosion and a pool of spilt fuel. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said another APC had been 
blown up in the same way several days ago in the same 
spot. 

Earlier Wednesday, the Interior Ministry was quoted as 
saying its troops had come under attack 12 times in the pre- 
vious 24 hours. Two had been wounded but none killed 


N. Ireland 
peace poll 
could be 
divisive 

BELFAST (R) — Northern 
Ireland votes Thursday in a 
poll that paves the way to 
crucial peace talks but the 
election may create more 
political problems than it 
solves. 

Geny Adams, head of the 
IRA’s political arm Sinn 
Fein, reconfirmed Tuesday 
he will contest the election 
but boycott the 110-mem- 
ber assembly it creates. 

He nevertheless issued a 
blunt demand for seats at 
Anglo-Irish sponsored 
peace talks set to start on 
June 10. 

London and Dublin say 
Sinn Fein will be barred 
from the talks unless the 
IRA restores the ceasefire it 
ended in February. 

“We are contesting the 
elections on the broad 
proposition that they pro- 
vide an avenue, clear and 
direct and automatic, into 
all-party talks," Mr. Adams 
told reporters, dismissing 
the assembly as a British 
sop to its Unionist support- 
ers. 

Election campaigning 
has also bitterly divided the 
province's Protestant ma- 
jority and left open the sur- 
prising possibility that the 
nationalist Social Democ- 
ratic and Labour Party 
could emerge as the single 
most popular party. 

The election has become 
a contest for the leadership 
of the Protestants. 

Ian Paisley, leader of the 
hardline Democratic Unio- 
nist Party, predicts his 
group will top the poll. A 
firebrand politician who 
has his own fundamentalist 
Protestant Church. Rev. 
Paisley is a legislator in the 
British and European Par- 
liaments. 

For 40 years he has been 
a booming voice of pro- 
Britishness. railing against 
the IRA and alleged plots 
by Dublin, London, and 
Washington to force Pro- 
testants to live under the 
yoke of a Catholic domi- 
nated all-Ireland republic. 

Victory for Rev. Paisley 
would be a blow for David 
Trimble and his main- 
stream Ulster Unionist Par- 
ty (UUP) which has hither- 
to been the chief voice of 
"Unionism". 

Mr. Trimble, a law lectur- 
er turned legislator, was 
elected UUP leader last 
year, swept to power by a 
party that wanted a shrewd 
tactician to combat Rev. 
Paisley's popularity and 
outwit suspected Anglo- 
Irish stratagems to loosen 
London's grip on the pro- 


Jack Ruby, at a news conference with 
Oswald on the night of the assassination. 
Ruby shot Oswald to death two days later. 

The Kennedys are seen holding hands in a 
rare public show of affection before step- 
ping into the convertible that took them on 
the fateful ride through the city centre. 

The 1 6 mm footage was secretly rescued 
from a wastebasket at a local TV station 
hours after the assassination by a news pho- 
tographer named Roy Cooper, who kept the 
original and made a copy for his best friend. 
Eli Sturges. 

They tried unsuccessfully io sell it secret- 
ly and the copy was stashed under Sturges' 
home for years. Mr. Sturges died in I9S6 
and Mr. Cooper died this year. 

Mr. Sturges* stepdaughter. Janet Veazev. 
came forward with the film this month after 
the dal I as morning news ran a story about 
an independent federal board's search for 
pictures and records related to the assassi- 
nation. She xvas S years old at the time of 
the assassination and told the nexvspaper 
she remembers being bored when her step- 
father and his friend would close the cur- 
tains tight and watch the film. 

A representative for the Assassination 
Records Review Board flew from 
Washington lo Dallas last week to pick up 
the film. 

While it does not solve the many myster- 
ies of Kennedy's death, it is very important. 
Mr. Mack said. "There might be somebody 
visible who we don’t recognise as being 
important now. but who future historians 
might identify- further down the line.” 





* of 

'v& 

*** 


' •*. V tX'‘T~ 

' •• 

* • ‘A i- 

-v. *.>}•' .v ' 



Arkansas Governor Jim Guy Tucker and his wife Betty stand stone-faced at a press 
conference Tuesday where the governor announced his resignation after a jury found 
him guilty on two of seven counts in his fraud and conspiracy trial. The jury, after 
eight days of deliberation, also returned guilty verdicts for James McDougal and 
Susan McDougal (Reuter photo) 

Whitewater trial convictions of 
partners put pressure on Clinton 


LITTLE ROCK. Ark. (R) — President Bill 
Clinton is on the defensive from 
Republican attacks after two former busi- 
ness partners and his successor as Arkansas 
governor were convicted on fraud charges 
Tuesday. 

A Little Rock jury returned a string of 
guilty verdicts against James and Susan 
McDougal, who were Clinton’s partners in 
the failed Whirewater real estate venture. 
James McDougal was convicted on 18 of 
19 counts and his former wife on all four 
against her. 

The jurors also found Arkansas Governor 
Jim Guy Tucker guilty on two of seven 
counts of fraud for his role in an alleged S3 
million conspiracy to defraud two federally 
insured financial institutions. Mr. Tucker 
resigned hours after the verdict came in. 

Mr. Ginton had testified on videotape on 
the defendants' behalf and the convictions 
could hurt his reelection bid by bringing 
renewed attacks, as well as deeper probes 
into his personal and political finances. 

But Mr. Clinton got support from one 
juror in the trial who said laie Tuesday that 
the president was “magnificent" and that 
the verdicts were based on overwhelming 
documentary evidence against the three 
defendants.. 

Colin Capp said he. and the other jury 
members were persuaded that Mr. Clinton 
had nothing to do xvith any of the illegal 
loans at the heart of the case, and that they 
did not believe the testimony of star prose- 
cution witness David Hale. 

“President Clinton was magnificent in his 
presentation. He cleared up a lot of things 
for us. He just added to the lack of credibil- 
ity that we had for David Hale," Mr. Capp 
told Reuters. 

During the trial, the president's word was 
against that of Mr. Hale, a former Little 
Rock investment banker who alleged that 
Mr. Clinton, then state governor, pressured 
him to give Susan McDougal a fraudulent 
$300,000 loan in 1986. 

Both James and Susan McDougal were 
convicted on the four counts linked to the 
$300,000 loan, which was never repaid. 

Next month suburban Little Rock bankers 
Herby Branscum and Robert Hill go on trial 
for allegedly diverting bank funds to Mr. 
Clinton's 1990 campaign for state governor. 
Mr. Clinton has also been subpoenaed to 
testify in that trial. 

Republican critics lined up to take full 
political advantage of the verdicts. 

“These convictions indicate the serious- 
ness and depth of the Whitewater tragedy." 
said Senator Alfonse D* Amato, a New York 
Republican and chairman of the Senate 
Banking Committee and a fierce opponent 
of the president. 

James Leach, chairman of the House 
Banking Committee, struck a similar tune. 
“I have never suggested a legal context 
needed to be applied to the president but in 
terms of the ethical aspects of this whole 
Whitewater circumstance, it is going to be 
very serious for him.** Mr. Leach told CNN. 

Mr. Ginton has not been charged with 
any crime in the ongoing Whitewater probe 
and few Americans understand, or appar- 


ently care about, the complex paper chain 
of his former partners' fraudulent business 
deals. 

But political analysts say the verdicts 
could leave Americans xvith the impression 
he was involved in something shady. 

That Mr. Clinton’s videotaped testimony 
did not help aquit his Whitewater partners 
makes it worse for the president, especially 
if Republicans can get hold of the tape and 
use it in campaign ads. 

And the White House moved quickly to 
minimise the political fall-out of what has 
become a highly charged trial and investi- 
gation. 

“There was one thing everyone involved 
with this trial — prosecutors and defence 
— could agree on: The president had noth- 
ing to do xvith the allegations that were the 
subject of the trial." White House special 
counsel Mark Fabiani said in a statement 
released soon after the verdicL 

Meanwhile President Clinton’s lawyer 
Tuesday tried to extricate Mr. Clinton from 
a political firestorm that blew up over the 
president’s efforts to delay a sexual harass- 
ment lawsuit against him until he leaves 
office. 

■ ■*' Attorney Robert Bennett said in a new 
legal brief filed with the Supreme Court 
that Mr. Clinton was not attempting to delay 
the lawsuit through use of the 1940 Soldiers 
and Sailors Civil Relief Act, xvhich protects 
active-duty military personnel from having 
to defend themselves in civil suits. 

“The president does not rely on. or claim 
any relief under, the Soldiers and Sailors 
Civil Relief Act of 1940." Mr. Bennett said 
in a footnote to his new brief. 

Mr. Bennett’s reference to the law in an 
earlier filing to the nation's highest court — 
and his apparent suggestion Mr. Clinton 
was on active military duty through his 
position as commander-in-chief — ener- 
gised Republican efforts to unseat the 
Democratic president in the November 
election. 

Republicans quickly put together a 30- 
second television ad making fun of Mr. 
Clinton, who had evaded the Vietnam War 
draft. 

"Bill Clinton — he's really something. 
He's now trying to avoid a sexual harass- 
ment lawsuit claiming he is on active mili- 
tary service." the announcer declares in the 
Republican advertisement, as the tune 
“You're In The Army Now” plays in the 
background. 

On Memorial Day Monday, five recipi- 
ents of the highest U.S. honour for combat 
gallantry, the Medal of Honour, attacked the 
president for the position and urged him to 
drop the claim. 

.Arkansas state employee Paula Jones has 
alleged that Mr. Clinton made "reckless" 
and “persistent” sexual advances to her in 
1991 while he was Arkansas governor. She 
is seeking $700,000 in damages. 

pie president obtained a ruling that the 
suit would not go forward until after he left 
office, but an appeals court ruled in January 
that the case should proceed to trial. Mr. 
Clinton is appealing that ruling to the 
Supreme Court. 


Chinese dissident detained after petition 


BEUING (R) — Police have detained 
Chinese dissident, Wang DonghaL just days 
after he sent a petition to parliament 
demanding the release of political prison- 
ers. a family member said Wednesday. 

Mr. Wang’s detention comes amid height- 
ened security across China in the run-up to 
the emotive anniversary of the June 4 mili- 
tary crackdown on srudent-led pro-democ- 
racy demonstrations centred in Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. 

The police came to the house yesterday 
morning and took him away,” said a relative 
who answered the telephone at Mr. Wang's 
home in the eastern city of Hangzhou. 

“They did not complete any formalities or 
procedures, they just took him away," the 
relative said when asked if Mr. Wan® had 
been formally arrested. 

Hie police returned Wednesday morning 
and searched the house, seizing some of Mr 
Wang’s documents, papers and other 
belongings, the relative said. 

Mr. Wang and six other activists sent a 
signed petition to the Standing Committee 
of the National People's Congress on May 
27. demanding the release of veteran pro- 


democracy activist Wei Jingsheng and other 
political prisoners. 

“We call for the immediate unconditional 
release of Wei Jingsheng...along with all 
others detained for political and relisious 
crimes," said the petition, a copy of xvhich 
was sent to news agencies Wednesday by 
the U.S.-based pressure group Human 
Rights in China. 

Mr. Wang had been under constant sur- 
veillance recently, Liu Qing of human 
rights m China said by telephone from New 
York. 

Mr. Wang, a veteran dissident, was jailed 
for two years for his role in the 1989 pro- 
democracy demonstrations. 

He was detained again briefly last Dec. 
da y s afler a Beijing court convicted 
Wei Jingsheng, regarded as the father of 
China s tiny democracy movement of plot- 
ting to overthrow the state. 

In his petition, Mr. Wang called on the 

fhTuTsQ 6 ™ i° reverse its con demnation of 
tne J989 student movement as a “Counter- 
revolutionary rebellion" and to punish all 
those involved in the crackdown. 


Malaysian ministry 
raps sex-shy 
teachers . 

. a 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 

Malaysia's Education - 

Ministry has rapped teach- 
ers for shying away from 
teaching sex education and 
AIDS awareness in 
schools, reports said 
Wednesday. Secretary-Ge- 
neral Wan Zahid Mohd 
Nordin said his ministry 
was conducting a nation- 
wide study on why some 
teachers were shirking 
such tasks. "We do not 
want to speculate on whe- 
ther these teachers lack 
knowledge. but wer have 
informed them to brief stu- 
dents on these topics,” Mr. 

Wan Zahid was quoted say- 
ing in southern Johore state 
by the Star daily. He said 
depending on the results of 
the survey, the ministry 
might force teachers to 
undergo programmes on 
sex education and acquired 
immuno-deficiency syn- 
drome (Aids). “They 
should not feel conserva- ^ . 
live or feel morally res- 
trained to impart such 
knowledge." Mr. Wan 
Zahid said, warning that 
they were morally respon- 
sible for alerting students 
on the dangers of unsafe 
sex. "Treat it like another 
civic education." he urged 
teachers. Talking about 
sexual matters is largely 
taboo in predominantly- 
mosleni Malaysia. 

Kuwait deports 
man for dressing 
as a woman 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
has deponed an Indian man 
arrested for wearing female • ■ 
clothes in a cinema so that W 
he could sit next to his girl- 
friend xvithout her mother 
knowing, a Kuwaiti news- 
paper has reported. Watan 
said the man. in his 20s, 
told the police he dressed 
.like a woman "to sit next to 
Hi's Indian (female) friend... 
Since she was coming to 
the cinema escorted by her 
mother, who did not know 
about their relationship. 
Officials sent a report to 
the undersecretary of the 
Interior Ministry who 
ordered the deportation of 
the single party of this 
case.” said the paper. The 
man was arrested by a 
policeman when he was 
spotted removing his fe- 
male clothes in his car. A" 
There is no ban on mixed 
cinemas in Kuwait but the 
behaviour of cinema audi- 
ences is monitored to pre- 
vent practices such as kiss- 
ing which do not conform 
with the traditions of the 
conservative Gulf state. 

Can I have my gun 
back please? 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
hapless armed robber was 
caught after his female vic- 
tim wrested away his gun, 
walked into her flat and 
called the Hong Kong 
Police. Police arrested the 
34-year-old would-be rob- 
ber outside the flat as he 
begged the woman to 
return his gun, Hong Kong 
newspapers said Tuesday. 

Actor Keanu 
Reeves hurt in 
motorcycle crash 

Los Angeles (R) — Actor 
Keanu Reeves, was in the 
hospital Tuesday with 
minor injuries after a 
motorcycle crash, a local 
TV station reported. 
KCBS-TV said the 31- 
year-old star of the box- 
office blockbuster Speed 
was in good condition after 
surgery following Mon- 
day’s accident. There was 
no immediate comment 
from the Hollywood Pres- 
byterian Medical Centre. 

His agent Brooke Ensign 
was quoted as saying 
Reeves was fine. “All 
really know is he collided 
with a car and had an 
injury. I believe, to part of 
his leg, maybe an ankle," 
she said. The TV station 
said he was expected to be 
discharged soon. 
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JS oreai J® arm ® r s queue Tor rice and vegetable oil at Unpa County, 150 kilometres south of Pyongyang in 
North Korea (Reuter photo) J ^ 

Food crisis in N. Korea prompts aid appeal 

r SEOUL OR) — A U.S. con- 1 — 


gressman just back from 
North Korea said Wednes- 
day that Pyongyang’s top 
priority was coping with a 
food crisis that has affected 
millions of people and 
prompted a fresh call for aid 
to stave off famine. 

“Frankly, I was struck by 
the evidence of the serious- 
ness of their situation and 
their sincere desire for help 
in dealing with it," Bill 
Richardson told a news con- 
ference in Seoul. 

In Beijing, the Interna- 
tional Federation of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) appealed 
for $5.25 million in aid to 
North Korea to prevent fa- 
mine and help 130,000 vic- 
tims of the worst floods in 
living memory that swept 
North Korea last July and 
August 

Without aid the situation 
in North Korea could deteri- 
orate rapidly and result in 
famine, said IFRC . Secre- 
tary-General George Weber, 
also just back from visiting 
the hermit state. 

The IFRC issued the! fresh 
appeal after its previous call 
for aid in March met with a 
poor response, Mr. Weber 
said. 

Congressman Richardson, 
a New Mexico Democrat 
said he believed North 
Koreans were preoccupied 
with the food crisis. 

“This food problem now 
is of such overwhelming 
importance to North Korean 
officials that I was left with 
the impression they would 
find it difficult if not im- 
possible, to focus on other 
issues until they have found 
a way to deal with this cri- 
sis,” he said. 

Mr. Richardson led the 



International Red Cross Federation Secretary-General George Weber overlooks a 
destroyed bridge at Kanganri, Unpa County, 150 kilometres south of Pyongyang in 
North Korea. The International Federation of the Red Cross appealed Wednesday for 
$5.25 milli on In aid for North Korea to avert famine and assist 130,000 victims of dev- 
astating floods last year (Renter photo) 


first U.S. delegation to 
North Korea since U.S. Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton and 
South Korean head of state 
Kim Young-Sam unveiled a 
proposal last month for 
four-nation peace talks, 
which would also include 
China. 

“I was very strong in 
stressing the importance of 
the four-party talks in the 
briefing,” said Mr. Richard- 
son. 

“They were non-commit- 
tal in their response but I am 
hopeful that the non-com- 
mittal response might lead 
to acceptance in the future,” 
he said. 

North. Korea has so far 
made no formal response to 


the proposal for talks to 
replace with a peace treaty 
an armistice accord that 
ended the 1950-53 Korean 
War. But the fact it has not 
summarily rejected the plan 
has stirred some optimism. 

Ml Richardson side- 
stepped the question on 
whether North Korea was 
linking the peace talks to 
food aid. Washington, along 
with its allies Japan and 
South Korea, are holding 
off on aid, partly as a result 
of South Korean concerns it 
may end up helping the 
northern military. 

A North Korean Air Force 
pilot who defected to South 
Korea last week said Tues- 
day North Korea leader 


Kim Jong-1 1 had drawn up a 
war plan to capture South 
Korea within a week and 
that pilots were training for 
a lightning strike. 

But defence experts in 
South Korea questioned 
whether comments by Li 
Cbol-Su, 30, a North Ko- 
rean Air Force captain, 
should be taken at face 
value. 

The U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment was also sceptical, sa- 
ying the military readiness 
of North Korea’s larg e army 
was at its lowest point 

South Korean officials ad- 
ded that the defector’s 
warning did not change 
Seoul’s resolve to mend ties 
with its rival. 


OSCE raps Albania over poll failur es 


VIENNA (R) — Albanian general elections held over the 
weekend at times fell short of legal standards and govern- 
ment cooperation was insufficient, the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) said Wednes- 
day. 

In a post-election statement released in Vienna, the 
OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR) said: “The observers noted with regret that 



ian plainclothes policemen use force to mnove 
et Gjinushi (2nd right), leader of Albania’s Social 
:ratic Party from the street during clashes 
m opposition groups and riot police on Tirana s 
l Skanderbeg Square Tuesday. Opposition par- 
re protesting against the alleged manipulation or 
y’s general elections (Reuter photo > 


in many instances the implementation of the law failed to 
meet its own criteria.” 

The preliminary statement stopped short of conclemning 
Sunday’s poll as fraudulent but it highlighted several short- 
comings in the way Albania's third free general elections 
were conducted 

A final report will be issued in two weeks. An OSCE 
spokeswoman told Reuters Swiss Foreign Minister and 
OSCE Chairman Flavio Coni would make a statement later 
Wednesday. 

The ODIHR said its observers had noted several incidents 
of ballot sheet and counting irregularities and intimidation 
of voters. 

“The observers considered that the presence of armed 
individuals and unidentified persons inside polling stations 
did have an in timi dating effect on voters and polling com- 
mission officials," the ODIHR said. 

No official results have been released but President Sali 
Berisha’s ruling Democratic Party has claimed a landslide 
victory over the opposition socialists, reformed heirs ro the 
communists. 

The ODIHR said its representatives were in Albania from 
late April to observe the run-up to the May 26 poll and. meet 
with government and non-government organisations. 

“However, the ODIHR regrets that the level of official 
cooperation offered to its representatives was of such a lim- 
ited nature," the statement said. 

Observers representing 11 pSCE stales formed 23 teams 
and visited a representative sample of 300 polling stations 
on election day, the ODIHR said. 

Meanwhile a Socialist Party militant was killed in an inci- 
dent only hours after protests by opposition parties, claim- 
ing weekend elections were unfair, turned violent, a 
Socialist Party spokesman said Wednesday. 

Eduard Kullolli, 25, was killed Tuesday after a stranger 
approached him in a cafe and invited him outside, said 
Kastriot Islami. 

He had previously taken part in a demonstration by 
around 100 party members at Socialist Party headquarters. 

Mr. Kullolli had said “secret police” were following him 
for several days, Mr. Islami said. 

Mr. Islami did not accuse the ruling Democratic Part)/ of 
murdering Mn Kullolli, but said he did not rule out the pos- 
sibility of its involvement. 

He did not speculate on a possible motivation for the 
kiijing. 

According to. the most recent partial results, the 
Democratic Party has won 94 of 140 seats in parliament and 
the Socialist Party will hold on to five or six seats. 
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Communists play key role 
in shaping Indian policy 


NEW DELHI (R) — Senior 
Communist leaders were 
roped in by India ’s Prime 
Minister-Designate H.D. 
Deve Gowda Wednesday to 
help draft a joint economic 
and political programme for 
hi.s United Front alliance 
government, politicians 
saiii 

Alliance leaders said the 
heads of two main Commu- 
nist parties were locked in a 
cruciial meeting with Mr. 
Deve’ Gowda and other.: Uni- 
ted Front allies, a day after 
President Shankar payal 
Shanna invited the Uriired 
Front .leader to form a new 
government on June ]. 1 

White the formerly pro- 
Soviet Communist Part)-' of 
India (>CPT) was likely to 
accept 11 role in Mr. Deve 
Gowda’s government, the 
main Communist .Party of 
India-Mtuxist (CPI-M) 
would support it from ibe 
outside, politicians said. 

CPI-M General Secretary 
Hafkisbari Singh Surjetu 
told reporters the United 
Front’s policy programme 
would be ready by May 31 . 

He ruled out any consulta- 
tions with the Congress 
Party of former Prime Mi- 
nister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
in framing The Front’s poli- 
cies. The now government, 
asked by lUr. Shanna to 
prove a majority in parlia- 
ment by Juoie 12, can win a 
vote of confidence only 
with Congress support . 

Mr. Deve Gowda mef Mr. 
Rao earlier Wednesday, but 
he described the meeting ns 
“a courtesy call ” 

The CPI-M sees the 
Congress as its main foe in 
the states of Kerala and 
West Bengal where it heads 
left from governments. 

“The Congress has its 
own compulsions to support 
us,” he said, hut did not 
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India's prime minister designate, Haradanahly Dodde Deve Gowda (centre), talks to 
reporters after a meeting with leaders of the 13-party alliance of regional, centrist 
and left-wing parties, in . New Delhi Wednesday. Mr. Gowda has been asked by the 
president to form a newj government which will be sworn in on June 1 after the 
Hindu nationalist government of Ata! Bihari Vajpayee resigned Tbesday (Reuter 
photo) 


elaborate. 

“Tell me what comprc-' 
mises have we made?” Mr. 
Surjeet said in response ro 
recent reports that Mr. Rao 
had set several conditions, 
including continued support 
for his economic reforms 
programme, to bail out Mr. 
Deve Gowda in parliament. 

The United Front and 
Congress together control a 
majority in a hung parlia- 
ment following inconclu- 
sive general . elections in 
April and May. 

The righrwing Hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), which emerged as 
Lhe largest group with 163 
deputies in the current 535- 
si long Lok Sabha, the lower 
house of parliament, relin- 
quished power Tuesday 


ahead of a parliamentary 
vote of confidence it was 
bound to lose. 

Mr. Sharma swore in BJP 
leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
as prime minister on May 
. 16. 

Front leaders were confi- 
; dent of Mr. Deve Gowda's 
• chances of providing a sta- 
ble government. 

. “We are all responsible 
for this experiment,” An- 
idhni Pradesh state Chief 
{.Minister Chandrababu Nai- 
c lu told reporters. “We want 
iij? make it a success.” 

'Front sources said there 
were some problems over 
thie formation of Mr. Deve 
Gowda’s cabinet as the al- 
lirtnce’s 13 disparate groups 
of leftists. lower caste Hin- 
du s and regional leaders 


jockeyed for key posts. 

Among the names doing 
the rounds for the finance 
minister's job was that of P. 
Chidmubaram. the staunch- 
ly pro-reform former com- 
merce minister in Mr. Rao’s 
cabinet before he left the 
party after differences over 
an electoral alliance in the 
southern state of Tamil Na- 
du. 

His name was being 
opposed by Communists 
and Congress leaders who 
see him as a "renegade." 

"Mr. Deve Gowda will be 
talking to lots of people 
about the formation of a 
cabinet," Jaipal Reddy, 
spokesman for the United 
Front alliance, said. “He's 
keeping his cards close to 
his chest, as he should.” 


NATO 
to take 
lead in 
European 
defence 

BRUSSELS (R) — NATO, 
written off by some as a 
cold war relic a few years 
ago, intends to set the seal 
next week ou its recent 
emergence as the central 
organisation shaping Eu- 
rope’s future defence and 
security. 

NATO foreign ministers 
meeting in Berlin Monday 
will give broad approval to 
plans for more flexible mil- 
itary cooperation which 
would allow European na- 
tions a far greater role wi- 
thin the U.S .-led alliance. 

“The Berlin meeting 
opens a new era for NATO. 
TTiis is the start of a much 
wider reform without 
which enlargement and 
new types of missions 
would not be possible ” 
said a senior alliance 
source. 

The critical issue of how 
radical an overhaul of the 
alliance’s command struc- 
ture should be undertaken 
to create a separate Euro- 
pean Security and Defence 
Identity (ESDI) has been 
left for another day, NATO 
sources said. 

But they said broad 
agreement to allow Euro- 
pean nations to use 
NATO’S largely U.S.- 
owned satellites and com- 
munications equipment to 
undertake missions in 
which the Americans do 
not wish to take part would 
be a landmark event from 
which more reform would 
flow. 

“The agreement on anew 
concept of more flexible 
command structures that 
we are expected to reach in 
Berlin, is a milestone in the 
history of NATO," alliance 
Secretaiy-General Javier 
Solana wrote this week in 
the German daily Die Welt. 

“The structural reform... 
takes us closer to the Euro- 
pean security and defence 
identity that we have been 
discussing for so long.” 


Dole calls for abolishing 
parole for violent criminals 


AURORA, Colo (R) — Charging that 
President Bill Qinton has talked tough buf 
acited weak in fighting crime, Republican 
presidential candidate Bob Dole ; called 
Tue.sday for an end of parole for 1 violent 
cmiL’nals and life in prison fofr child 
pornographers after three convictions. 

Standing before a sombre black } granite 
memorial to slain police officers jn this 
Denver suburb, the presumptive 
Republican nominee said the ! U.S. 
Consiritution should be amended to give 
crime victims new rights. ; 

He said everyone charged with a : sexual 
assault should be tested for the AIDS virus, 
called for periodic drug testing of pris'.oners 
and s:uspects and said juveniles charged 
with violent crimes should be prosecuted as 
adults. 

“The liberal view is that crime and 1 vio- 
lence tire not so much punishable offerees 
as treatable disorders. Bu: the liberal phi- 
losophy is not the solution to our c rime 
problem. In fact, it’s one of the source* of 
the problem,” Sen. Dole told about 100 
people who braved the rain. 

Surrounded by local police and the vvife 
of a sfcun officer. Sen. Dole opened his 
attack an the White House by calling .it a 
“Disgrace" that top Clinton advisor Dick 
Morris had conducted polling for the le ; gal 
defence t eam of an accused rapist. 

“If he h ad appointed people serious about 
fighting c rime he (Clinton;' wouldn't need a 
high-pricc’d PR man to help with the issue-." 
Sen. Dole’ said. He took another swipe at 
Mr. Clinton for appointing what he calle;d 
liberal jud.ijes. 

Sen. Dole began a four-day campaign 
swing that will also take him to vote-rich 
California for the first time since he won 


that state's primary in late March. 

Tough talk about crime is an annual cam- 
paign ritual and Republicans have tradition- 
ally had more success than Democrats in 
painting themselves as strongest on the 
issue. But Mr. Clinton has taken pains to 
highlight his anti-crime record arid made 
moves such as signing an anti-terrorism bill 
limiting death row appeals that his cam- 
paign hopes will take some of the zing out 
of Sen. Dole's attacks. 

Even before Sen. Dole spoke, the Clinton 
campaign sent reporters a news release say- 
ing the sheriff who introduced the 
Republican candidate had written to 
Congress supporting a Clinton plan to put 
more police on the beat. 

In recent days Mr. Qinton has taken part 
in a Capitol rally to honour law enforce- 
ment officers killed in the line of duty, 
announced a total of more than 5600 mil- 
lion in new grams to help local police 
forces hire more officers and signed the 
Republican-backed Megan’s Law requiring 
local officials be warned when dangerous 
sex offenders move to their community. 

From Colorado, Sen. Dole flies to 
California, with its treasure chest of 54 
electoral votes, for a rally with Republican 
Gov. Pete Wilson. 

Mr. Qinton, who won California in 1992, 
has made it almost a second home while in 
the White House, visiting dozens of limes. 

He leads Sen. Dole in California polls by 
as much as 20 per cent. 

But lhe Dole campaign has served notice 
it does not intend to write off the state, 
announcing Monday that Ken Khachigian. 
a top Republican strategist and former 
speechwriter for President Ronald Reagan, 
would become a senior adviser. 



Republican presidential candidate. Sen. Bob Dole (centre) gestures during a crime 
speech at the Aurora Justice Centre Tbesda y in Aurora, Colorado. Arapahoe County 
sheriff Pat SulFrivan (left) holds an umbrella over Sen. Dole's head to protect him from 
the rain which ifell during Sen. Dole's speec h (Reuter photo) 
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Push for cause of peace 

IN WHAT many see as a push for the cause 
of peace in the Middle East, Israeli voters 
appeared to have given Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres the mandate to push ahead 
with the peace process, - with early 
projections showing Peres heading towards 
winning the premiership. Though official 
results were not out by late Wednesday, 
exit polls indicated that Peres wonld con- 
tinue to hold the most important political 
position in Israel. That could be an 
important omen for the cause of peace in the 
region. 

Peres* win in the election gives him the 
legitimacy as an Israeli leader who was 
directly elected by the people and who thus 
has the power to take difficult decisions 
concerning the future of his country. Such a 
clear mandate should remove any complexes 
Peres might have had about having never 
served in Israel's army or been directly 
elected to office. It should also discredit all 
those who question his leadership on these j 
grounds. j 

Peres now has the responsibility of:, 1 
leading his country into an era of peace/ 
when all peoples of the region will be abl>e 
to live in peace and stability. There is wqi 
question about the difficulty of the fina/l 
status negotiations with the Palestinians and 
the talks with Syria and Lebanon. But th'e 
battle for peace is a battle worth wagirjg 
and the compromises required for its success 
are ones that the Israeli prime minister 
should not shy away from making. 

Israel should now proceed towards 
implementing its ' deals with the 
Palestinians."' The- sooner Israel does that jthe 
better it is for the region and for Itself. But 
permanent peace with the Palestinians will 
mean an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
Palestinian territories, including E£ast 
Jerusalem, an acceptable solution to j the 
refugee problem and a dismantling of ; the 
settlements, which are a source for corifiict 
and instability in the West Bank and Gaza. 
At the same time, Peres can now mo^e to 
achieve peace with Syria and Lebanon out the 
basis of the land-for-peace formula 1 and 
assurances for the security of Israel amd its 
neighbours. 

The ability of Peres to speed up the peace 
process and take the hard decisions that the 
process would require obviously depends on 
the composition of the new Knesset arid the 
size of support his Labour Party would have 
in the legislative. But indications are that 
the Labour would be able to ‘form a 
coalition government where the supporters 
of peace would have the bigger say . That 
should help Peres push through with his 
agenda despite the opposition he will face 
from right-wing forces in the country and 
the Knesset. 

If Peres moves in the direction o-T peace, 
he will enjoy the support of not oriily the 
United States, which has thrown its weight 
and prestige behind* him in the' elections, 
but also of Arab countries that have invested 
in (he peace process. Jordan is sure to sup- 
port Peres in his efforts to brirng about 
permanent peace to the region. The Kingdom 
signed the peace treaty with Israel ns part of 
an effort to reach a comprehensive 
settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict. It 
will thus work side by side with, the new 
Labour-led Israeli government to realise that 
goal which is the only way of ensuring the 
future stability and prosperity of the whole 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

ONE CANNOT make a real assessment of the govern- 
ment's performance 100 days after its inception, but on 
the whole it was positive especially at the economic 
level, said Fahed Al Fanek, a writer for AI Ra’i daily, 
Wednesday. Contrary to what many people thought 
about the government's intentions of straining Jordan’s 
relations with Baghdad, the Kabariti government has 
refrained from such practise, did not stop its exports to 
Iraq and continued to benefit from Iraq's oil sold to Jor- 
dan at half price, said the writer. Had tine government 
acted otherwise, be said, it would have sacrificed the 
Kingdom's real interests in exchange for imaginary 
interests. Indeed, rebuffs and negative Eittitudes to the 
present government’s stands with regard to Israel, the 
Palestine authority, Syria, Lebanon, Kuwait and the so- 
called Iraqi opposition should prompt .Ml Kabariti to 
reexamine and reassess the whole Arab situation, and 
reexamine Jordan’s relations with Iraq anew, argued the 
writer. He said that Jordan has many interests with Iraq, 
which it needs to protect and, in fact, Jtndan’s relations 
with Baghdad over the past 15 years did not only safe- 
guard the Kingdom’s national interests but also gave the 
Kingdom its present regional and international political 
weight 
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By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


As summer motoring rhythm escalates 


I ; 

SUMMER. 


more vigilance is needed 


S<]IJMMER HAS come and, as it gains momentum, life on 
cnir roads becomes far busier and faster than during 'Other 
.seasons. The days are longer, and the evenings stretch end- 
Ijes&Iy. Day chores and night activities multiply. There are 
mojre outings, visits, gatherings, /meetings, trips, unions, 
Reunions, weddings, happy occst'sions of sorts, funerals, 
etc. in sommer time than at any cither time of the yea l We 
are fast becoming a higbly-ritualistic culture, and .our ties 
and rituals are. particularly visible in summer tixne 1 . 

j i\s there is more road use, there is, naturally, more risk 
and danger. For some reason also (the effect of the beat, 
ify; festive mood, frustration, lind so forth) idiosyncratic 
road behaviour and bad driving ^habits increase noticeably. 
As the case is in other parts of the globe, our mo toasts are 
most dangerous when they an; either most happy or most 
unhappy. Judging from what . We see around ms, the vast 
majority of our road users falls sharply into one or the 
other category in the summer-; there is very little middle 
ground. j j 

The rhythm of life in summer, then, changes dramatical- 
ly, and we need to be aware Cor reminded) of such change 
to guard against its inevitable negative implications. To 
this end, we expect the varipus public and private estab- 
lishments or groups in our society which are directly or 
indirectly involved in road safety (i.e. the traffic adminis- 
tration, the municipality of Amman, the Jord&nian Society 
for the Prevention of Road Accidents, etc.) to play a more 
visible role, and a more creative and aggressive strategy, 
in making road users conscious of such- 1 a change in 
rhythm. j 

The shift (both psychological and mental) we road users 
generally have to make when we plunge into the busy and 
last summer life is much like (or should be much like) that 
which a motorist cruising at a speed of 65 miles per hour 
has to make when he coroes to a 30-mile speed zone. 

There is much to deal with, of course, but two types of 
motorists have to be kep'i an eye on closely — namely, fel- 
low expatriate motorists, and rental-car users. By expatri- 
ate motorists, we mean fellow Jordani;ms wo rking in 
neighbouring countries (primarily the Gulf region) who 


come to spend the summer vacation with their families 
and friends. By rental-car users, we mean not only (even 
not necessarily) motorists from foreign countries but also 
Jordanians who rent cars for all intents and proposes. 

The two types of motorists have two things in common: 
first, for reasons which we understand, they are heavy 
road users; second, for reasons we do not understand, they 1 
are always in a hurry. When you look in the mirror, sud- 
denly made conscious that a dashing vehicle has alm ost hit 
your back bumper or is b linking its lights maniacally 
behind you at night, chances are (in nine cases out of ten) 
it is either a rental car or that of a fellow expatriate. 

Why they are always in a hurry beats me, though the rea- 
sons some of us give in our info rmal chats are not far from 
the truth. The expatriates are always in a hurry, we are 
told, a) because the sight of home is exciting, elevating, 
exhilarating and intoxicating; b) because some of them 
like to draw attention to their posh cars beside of which 
many of ours (due to the customs fees which never seem 
to want to decrease) are too old, used, over-used, ugly, and 
inferior, c) because this is the way they drive in their coun- 
tries of residence. 

As for rental car users, some of them are fellow expatri- 
ates, and they therefore speed for the reasons just men- 
tioned Many of them, however, are Jordanians. Why do 
they drive differently then? Rumour has it that they drive 
speedily because: a) many of them do not have cars of 
their own to drive, and they rent cars for the mere pleasure 
of driving; b) spme have just obtained the driver's licence 
and they want to demonstrate their driving skills to bud- 
dies or fellow motorists and pedestrians who should be 
impressed; c) the rented cars are, obviously, not their own 
vehicles and therefore why should they slow down when 
they come to a bump and why should they care if the car 
gets wrecked? 

More seriously, let me assert the following two points.. 
With regard to the expatriate motorists. I believe that 
much of their motoring behaviour is determined by foe 
rhythm of motoring they have been used to. Motorists 
drive differently in different countries. Believe it or not. 


_ . _ drivers in Jordan do not obey traffic 

even though most d? we WO uld want them to. 

Most expatriate motorists do not kn 

With resoect to Jotdamans driving rental cars, tne most 
witn respect ro ^ expen- 

^rgemSof/ental car ethics. Tire cans not mme, so why 

S a^y^paniatt motorist hav e to 
before and white they use Jordanian roads to 
selves from foe country-of-residence rhyto 
to understand and drive in accordance wifo the Jor^i^a 
rhythm. The traffic administration can make life > eaaer by 
distributing leaflets containing .driving tips to expatriate 

motorists at border entry points. ^ 

The rental car agencies, in cooperation with various con- 
cerned parties, can also try to teach foe usere 
and not abuse rental cars. After all, if one does not rare 
about the vehicle, one should care about his own safety 
and that of other road users. ,, 

fo addition to all these, and to make sure that we do not 
leave everything to the conscience or consciousness of our 
motorists, we need more police visibility and presence. 
We want to see more traffic police on the road moving, 
patrolling, watching, assisting, directing, instructing, rep- 
rimanding and not just either standing in limited, highly- 
predictable crossings or ticketing indiscriminately. 

If we want to avert road disasters before they happen 
(and they usually increase in the summer), we need to give 
some serious thought to correct citizen behaviour and 
keep on patrolling. 


Goals to make the common world more liveable 


By J. Brian Atwootti 

WASHINGTON — At the 
recent annual meeting of 
■foe OECD's Development 
Assistance Committee, in 
Paris, foe world’s donor 
nations adopted a far-’ reach- 
ing set of goals for foe next 
two decades.'' If they "are 
achieved,- a- work! ifhfit is- 
likely to have : at least 2 bil- 
lion more inhabitants' by foe 
year 2015 will be inJBriitely 
more liveable. 

Hie world’s development 
professionals based./ foeir 
.ambitions objectivef/,in part 
on foe success of foreign 
aid over foe past '50 years. 
If it was possible to [expand 
the global economy [tenfold, 
raise literacy rates by a 
third, create the “gtfeen rev- 
olution” to feed pillions, 
double foe percentage of 
people with access to dean 
drinking water.-, lower infant 
mortality by half and 
increase the average age of 
human beings from -44 


years to f>2, why not strive 
for similar improvements in 
the future? 

The new goals link foe 
economic and foreign poli- 
cy interests of foe industrial 
nations to the compelling 
needs of the developing 
world. They call for a one- 
half reduction in extreme 
poverty ’. by merfeasmg ' the 
living standards of the 
approximately 13 billion 
people who live on (me dol- 
lar a day or less. 

Universal primary school 
education, family planning 
services for ail who want 
them, foe empowerment of 
women through education 
and equal access to political 
and economic resources, 
and foe implementation of 
strategies for environmen- 
tal sustainability are goals 
previously adopted at U.N. 
conferences. TTieir realisa- 
tion will dramatically 
increase foe productive 
capacity of societies while 
preserving vital natural 


resources. This will in turn 
create new markets and. 
contribute to global stabili- 
ty by preventing crisis. 

’Increased prosperity in 
the developing countries 
demonstrably expands mar- 
kets for the goods and ser- 
vices of the industrialised 
countries," the’^Tt^oit 
asserts,' with much support- 
ive evidence. The ‘con- 
sumers are the middle 
classes of the emerging 
markets that benefited so 
much from the develop- 
ment efforts of the last gen- 
eration, The question is 
whether anyone is our 
resource-strapped capital 
cities is listening. 

It Is not enough for devel- 
opment ministers to agree 
on goals for the future. 
Executives, parliaments, 
journalists and citizens will 
have to focus more clearly 
on these issues as well. 
Budget battles and 
increased spending for 
crises have forced reduc- 


tions of about eight per cent 
in worldwide official devel- 
opment assistance in each 
of foe past two calendar 
years. 

The United States, now in 
the midst of a thus far suc- 
cessful “structural adjust- 
ment" of itedeficit-plagued 
economy; riiay ’be poised to 
shaft off its donor fatiguei. 
The U.S. deficit has been 
reduced by half, and at 2.3 
per cent of GDP in 1995 is 
one of foe lowest in foe 
industrial world. The econ- 
omy is growing steadily, 
inflation remains under 
control and employment is 
at an enviable 53 per cent 
Equally important, Ameri- 
cans are beginning to 
realise that success in the 
international trade sector 
has helped produce this 
healthy state. 

The trade sector accounts 
for only 26 per cent of U.S. 
GDP, but its size has dou- 
bled in a decade, wifo 
exports increasing rapidly 


and accounting for many of 
the new high-wage jobs in 
the U.S. economy. Busi- 
nesses are anxious to 
exploit the dynamic mar- 
kets of foe developing 
world, where most of 
America’s export growth is 
occurring. 

• At a' time * when a,? : 
international - engagement' ’ 
through an effective foreign 
assistance programme 
could open doors and create 
'demand for exports, the 
United States has reduced 
its programme significant- 
ly. In the last decade foe 
U.S. development assis- 
tance budget has been cut 
by half, in real terms. 

Two years ago America 
fell behind Japan as the 
world's largest donor in 
absolute terms. Fiance and 
Germany are dose to 
matching foe total dollar 
amounts contributed by the 
United States, while they 
continue to contribute a sig- 
nificantly larger portion of 


foeir countries’ overall 
GNP. 

If America is to be suc- 
cessful in expanding its 
trade sector, it must expand 
its investment to develop 
new markets as it has done 
so well in the past 50 years. 

and... countries, like 
■France and Germany- are fo 
be . icommerided for foeir 
commitment to global eco- 
nomic growth and stability, 
but they are also serving 
their national interests. 

Wifo the Marshall Plan, 
the United States pioneered 
the notion that a nation 
could do well by doing 
good. It is time again to put 
that principle into practice. 


The writer is an administra- 
tor at the U.S. Agency for' 
International Development. 
This article is reprinted 
from the International Her- 
ald Tribune. 


Finns debate NATO membership 


By John Acher 
Reuter 


HELSINKI — Finland’s 
strict policy of non-align- 
ment, formed over decades 
of the cold w£ir to balance 
foe sensitivities of its Sovi- 
et neighbour without alien- 
ating the West, is in doubt 
as NATO shows signs of 
expanding east 

Leading Finnish foreign 
policy expert Max Jakob- 
son triggerfjd off wide 
debate by predicting that 
NATO expansion could 
force Finland and even non- 
aligned Sweden and Austria 
into the alliance, or to risk 
of being left in limbo. 

“Remaining outside 
NATO would mean exclu- 
sion frorrp European deci- 
sion-making on security 
policy and from security 
cooperation between NATO 
and Russia and ending up in 
an indefinite grey zone,” 
Mr. Jako bson told a nation- 
al defence symposium this 
month. 

He outlined a scenario in 
which NATO and Russia 
reached an agreement on 
security issues, making the 
alliance .foe focus of deci- 
sion-making on European 
security. 

“In that case, we would 
have roi ask again what is 
foe safest alternative for us 
— committing ourselves or 
remaining alone,” he said. 

Conservative member of 
parliament Perm' Salolainen 
said that if NATO were to 


expand on the basis of a 
deal with Russia. Finland 
would need to reappraise its 
security policy, and consid- 
er membership of NATO 
and the Western European 
Union (WEU), foe emerg- 
ing defence arm of the 
European Union (EU). 

Minister for European 
Affairs Ole Norrback, 
leader of foe small Swedish 
People's Party, went a step 
further. 

He said it was likely that 
Finland would eventually 
join NATO but added that 
now was not the time. 

Although Finland has 
taken tentative steps to 
closer military ties with foe 
west, having joined 
NATO’s partnership for 
peace in 1994 and gaining 
weu observer status foe fol- 
lowing year, such remarks 
are at odds wifo foe coun- 
try’s foreign policy doc- 
trine. 

It stipulates non-align- 
ment and an independent 
defence capability. 

For decades after World 
War II, Finland swore by 
neutrality, seeking to reas- 
sure a Soviet Union para- 
noid over the security of its 
western frontiers. 

Finland also had bitter 
experience of outright con- 
• flict wifo Moscow, having 
fought bjoody wars with foe 
Soviet union in 1939-40 
and again in 1941-44. 

That neutrality was trans- 
formed into official “non- 
alignment” after the col- 


lapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991 and Finland’s integra- 
tion into Europe. 


only if it increased security 
in Europe. 

The question of how Fin- 


that NATO enlargement 
would not happen,” Tapani 
Vaahtoranta, bead of foe 






•*- -iV 


*■ -»r 


*/■ *r 


■Sr -iV ^ 


*r' 

* ^ , — s. 




* >r' sr 


“Wrtl vmwn. after the glorious SU*7, vn jurt «rid to BaQhg pan!” 


President Maitti Ahti- 
saari, a staunch supporter of 
non-alignment, felt com- 
pelled to end speculation in 
the midst of the debate on 
nato and issued a brief 
statement reiterating Fin- 
land's position. 

He said that any NATO 
expansion should happen 


land would react to an 
expansion of NATO, vehe- 
mently opposed by Russia, 
has surfaced as finns begin 
to realise the Western 
alliance may indeed cany 
out its plans to take in ex- 
Communist states. 

"Not too long ago, the 
perception in Finland was 


Finnish Forei gn Policy 
Institute, told Reuters. 

‘That perception has 
changed as we have noticed 
that NATO is proceeding 
with its enlargement plans." 

Russia has made it clear it 
does not want to see nato 
expand to its borders and 
has warned its former War- 


saw pact allies and the three 
Baltic states of Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia not 
to join the alliance. 

Mr. Jakobson insists that 
it is not primarily fear of 
Russia that would drive 
Finland into NATO, 
although he told Reuters the 
protection offered by the 
alliance would not be ■ 
unwelcome. t 

The Finns are well aware 
of the dangers of being left 
alone with their powerful 
neighbour. 

“Finland has historical 
experience of the kinds of 
risk that go with being in a 
grey zone,” Mr. Vaahtoran- 
ta said. 

He pointed to the 1939 
pact between Nazi Ger- 
many and foe Soviet Union 
which cast Finland into the 
Soviet sphere of influence 
and led to the winter war. 

Flourishing in foe media 
is what the Helsinki 
Swedish-Janguage newspa- 
Hufvudstadsbladet 
called “A debate about the 
debate about NATO”. 

Mr. Vaahtoranta said the 
argument was not likely to 
be won by either side in the^P 
near future. 

'“It could take quite some 
time for such a reappraisal 
(of the policy of non-align- 
ment) to be made or it 
might not ever be made.” 
he added. 
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The risks worth the rewards 


Although she was unable to attend, Her Majesty Queen 
Noor was awarded an honorary degree from the small but 
reputable Mount Holyoke College in the heart of the US's 
New England (South Hadley, Massachusetts) last Sunday 
It was the college’s I 59th commencement since its estab- 
lishment in 1837 as a " preeminent liberal arts college for 
women . " Queen Noor, who obtained a BA. in architecture 
and urban planning from Princeton University’s first co- 
educational class in 1974, was among seven other out- 
standing women to be honoured. “ Among Queen Noor's 
many accomplishments, we at Mount Holyoke are particu- 
larly pleased to honour her work with mother and child 
health care, education, and women ’s development. In the 
Arab World and the world at large, her pioneering efforts 
on behalf of Jordan are admirable and inspirational, " said 

■ Joanne V. Creighton, predisent of Mount Holyoke. The 
keynote speaker at the commencement was U.S. Secretary 
iff Health and Human Services Donna E. Shalala, who was 
also being awarded an honorary degree and shares with the 
Queen the fact that she is also iff Arab descent Queen Noor 
has been awarded honorary doctorates in international 
reUttions and law from the American University in 
Washington, D.C., Boston College and Wheaton College in 
Massachusetts, and the University of Calgary in Canada. 
The Queen was unable to attend the Mount Holyoke com- 
mencement as she was returning to Jordan with His Majesty 
King Hussein to celebrate the golden anniversary of the 
country’s independence. 

A WORTHY INVESTMENT: Prime Minister Abdul 

Karim Kdbariti put his social savy to work again when on 
Monday evening he hosted a dinner for a visiting Saudi 
business delegation and other Arab delegations attending 
the Jordanian Industrial Exhibition. The organisers of the 
exhibit are happy with the results and they think their shoul- 
dering eff the cost of the invitation (some estimate $150,000) 
was worth it. The PM. ’s dinner was attended by about 350 
guests including most of Jordan’s 31 Cabinet ministers, 
officials, the media and dozens cf Jordanian businessmen. 

■ % Although Saudi businessmen have been visiting Jordan long 

y before the warming of relations between the two countries, 

the visit of this team, organised by the Amman Chamber 
Industry, received much coverage. Then again, delegations 
numbering nearly 60 people rarely go unnoticed. 

THE INS AND OUTS OF JOURNALISM: The managing 
editor of the London-based Arabic daily Al Hayai, 
Kheirallah Kheirallah, probably ranks in importance ahead 
cff all fas Jordanian counterparts. During two recent stops 
■ he made m Amman whUe^oing and returning from Yemen, 
his u favourite” beat, as die maintains, Mr. Kheirallahsccw 
the Prime Minister twicet-at a time when in fact the PM. 
would see none of the tens cf Jordanian journalists who for 
weeks had asked to see him. Why the PM. chose to see Mr. 
Kheirallah is not so much that he is the second man at the 
att-too-important Al Hayai, nor because he is an old-time 
friend of Jordan and Jordanian politicians, insiders say. 
Hie reason may well be that the PM. is indeed too busy to 
see the Jordanians (journalists) these days, or because he is 
not yet ready with his long-declared plans to reshuffle the 
official and semi-official media, or because he is disen- 
chanted with the work of so many of the local reporters and 
columnists. A sign of the latter (more a quarrel) is the reac- 
tion cff sometime weekly columnist Khaled Mahadin , whose 

*4 request to see the PM. met with a negative response. As if 

J in direct reaction to the PM. s declination to see him, Mr. 
Mahadin launched a scathing attack on the PM. and his 
government in last weeks tabloid Al Bilad. The article was 
apparently taken seriously at the top, but not by Mr. 
Kabariti hintselfwho was busy preparing or leaving for his 
trip to Algeria. Meanwhile, Mr. Kheirallah is back in 


London having been, no doubt, briefed well by Mr. 
Kabariti^ The Jordanian press still wait in the wings to see 
what the young premier will have for them upon his return 
from Algiers. Good news we hope. 

DEPUTY TURNED FELLOW HACK: Proclaiming that 
the Lower House of Parliament’s floor is an insufficient 
forum from which a deputy can express his[/her] opinion, 
just as it is the case with the rostrum used by the political 
parties and their publications. Deputy Bassam Haddadin 
(leftist, Zarqa ) announced yesterday that he will be making 
use of Al Ra 7 ( Jordan’s largest circulation Arabic daily) to 
air his views. "Over and above what I’ve just listed as rea- 
sons to start writing in here, ” the deputy wrote in his maid- 
en article yesterday. “ there is my wish to take up journalism 
as a career, since 1 also studied and practised it as a mem- 
ber of the Palestinian Press and Writers Association in the 
late seventies. ” " For the sake of participating in the polit- 
ical debate that started in 1989 and of commenting on cur- 
rent events.” wrote Mr. Haddadin. whose family is from 
Maeen, but who had organisational links with the 
Democratic Front for the liberation of Palestine before 
being elected to the House in 1989, “I’ve sought the oppor- 
tunity to write regularly in Al Ra’i, which is read by thou- 
sands of people. As I already feel the jitters in attempting 
to write for those thousands, I hope / will be useful or at 
least I will try to be, ” the deputy wrote in the newspaper's 
editorial page — an irticle which was perhaps appropri- 
ately titled, " Jitters from writing in Al Ra’i. ” A warm wel- 
come to comrade and colleague Haddadin. who had in fact 
written articles in Al Dustour and weekly papers before. 
He, of course, will not be the first deputy columnist bi At 
Ra’i. His colleague from Zarqa, Islamist Bassam Emoush, 
writes a regular article in that paper every Thursday, and 
there are others who contribute on occasion. 

SO WHERE’S THE BEEF? Invited by Jordanian 
deputies representing the Kingdom in the International 
Parliamentary Union, a group of six British M.P.S have 
been in Amman since Sunday meeting with their Jordanian 
hosts and counterparts, cabinet ministers and representa- 
tives of other decision making bodies in the country. Last 
year a group of Jordanian M.P.s were the guests of the 
British government on a similar visir. The British lawmak- 
ers’ team is headed by John Fraser, a Labour Party member 
and lawyer with special interests in housing, inner city 
affairs and race relations. The other M.P.s are Labour 
Party members ; Thomas McAvoy find, Robert . Parry, and 
'Conservative Party jnembers DawffiAmess. Ian Bruce and 
Richard Onawvy. rNw British Eff^assy £>epury m Head of 
Mission Simon Collis hosted a dinner at His residence in 
honour of the visiting legislators which was attended by 
Senator and former Deputy Prime Minister Moan Abu 
Nowar and his wife . Chairman of the House Foreign 
Relations Committee Fawzi Tueimeh and his wife, and other 
Jordanians who are not necessarily parliamentarians. 
What the M.P.s really wanted to know, it appears, is why 
Jordan is boycotting British dairy products. On Wednesday 
it was cff to Aqaba to meet up with the British royal naval 
ship the BMS Chatham docked in the seaport. A reception 
hosted by Defence and Military Attachi Tim Dumas and his 
wife, on behalf of the commander of the ship, was held last 
night on-board. Tonight British Ambassador Peter 
Hinchcliffe and his wife Archie will host a similar gather- 
ing, opting for land at the Alcazar Hotel, for Amman and 
Aqaba military and government officials and friends. The 
last time a British “ ship came in”, Aqaba suffered an 
earthquake. Whoever accused the British cff not knowing 
how to party? 

CHIEF FACTS AND FIGURES: If you are not a reader 


of the Al Aswaq Arabic daily you may have missed a 12-day 
running feature which • summarised the new book of 
Brigadier General (Ret.) Mahomed Shohaki, entitled, "The 
Commanders of the Arab Army. ” Published in Arabic, rhe 
book is a biography of the Jordan Armed Forces chiefs of 
staff, starting with Peake Pasha, the first chief of staff, and 
Glubb Pasha (prior to the Arabisation in 1956 of the army ) 
up to Field Marshal Abdul Hafiz Marei Kaabneh (but the 
book was printed before the current chief’s promotion). 
According to the author. “ There are many things about the 
commanders of the army which we know very little about, 
and most of our history books mention them in too brief a 
fashion. So I gathered all the information that I could to 
document part of our history- ” Mr. Shohaki (46). who is 
now marketing and public relations manager at Medica, 
MedEAst Import and Consultancy Agency, says he hopes to 
print an English copy for those who are interested in 
Jordan's military establishment. The 184-page book 
includes dates and events, promotions, service, and major 
events in Jordan's history while the commanders were in 
service, and is illustrated with rare black and white as well 
a colour photographs provided by many of the officers who 
served the JAF. AU is not without some humour though. 
There is a reference to Peake Pasha ’s aversion to garlic and 
how he would forbid any officer or soldier who may have 
eaten garlic-laced foods to enter his office even if con- 
sumption was two days earlier, and he forbade the cooks in 
the mess to try any culinary feats with the popular bulb. 
Mr. Shobaki, who retired from the service In Februray. has 
also published three books of his poems. 

CONTINENTAL SPIRIT: With European parliamentary 
delegations in town this week — the British M.P.s and the 
European Parliament's team charged with relations with 
the Mashreq countries and the Gulf states — the European 
presence will continue to be highlighted as next week three 
countries mark national holiday s with back-to-back recep- 
tions that this year could tire even the most avid party goer. 
First on the agenda are Italian Ambassador Francesco 
Cerutli and his wife Letizia. who will host a reception at the 
famous residence of the embassy in Jabal Weihdeh on 
Tuesday evening. The occasion is the 50th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Italian Republic, just on the heels 
of Jordan ’s 50th of independence. For rhe new ambassador, 
the event is the first such function he and Mrs. Cerulli will 
host since they took up their Amman post earlier this year. 

Next, prominent businessman Tawfiq Kawar, who has 
been, honorary, consul general for Denmark for the past 30 
years, is celebrating the Constitution Day of the Danes , on 
Wednesday, June 5. Mr. Kawar and his jt/ife Abla have 
invited nearly 600 people to join in marking the anniversary 
of the day Denmark became a constitutional monarchy in 
1849. And speaking of monarchy, there is still no word on 
when Queen Margrethe II might reschedule a visir ro 
Jordan. The queen, who is Denmark's first queen regnant 
as a result cff a constitutional amendment in 1953 approv- 
ing the introduction cf female succession to the throne, was 
to have visited the Kingdom earlier this month but can- 
celled the trip suddently. Some observers believed she can- 
celled because of the instability in the area during the 
Israeli attacks on southern Lebanon last month, but no offi- 
cial reason was ever received. 

Meanwhile, Denmark's neighbour to the northeast, 
Sweden, will celebrate its' national day one day earlier than 
the actual anniversary of the occasion which falls on June 
6. Ambassador Agnera Bohman has invited officials and 
friends cf Sweden to her residence to mark the occasion on 
Wednesday, the same evening as the Danish fete. For those 
invited to both, no need to fret. The Kawar reception will 


begin half an hour later and last an hour longer than Mrs. 
Bohman 's. And since both hosts reside in Jabal Amman, it 
will be a convenient trip up or down Zahran Street, provid- 
ed “ designated drivers ” are appointed. Three cheers for 
Nordic diplomatic cooperation ! 

WHAT A TURNOUT!: Jordan’s own diplomatic corps cel- 
ebrated the 50th anniversary of the country's independence 
at embassies around the world. But perhaps the most 
impressive and international of all may well have been the 
one hosted in Cyprus. Not only did the president of the 
republic attend, but so too did the Speaker of the British 
House of Commons, who was visiting Cyrus at the time. 
The event was hosted by Jordan 's Ambassador to Greece 
and non-resident Ambassador to Cyprus Amjad Majali and 
honorary consul Mikhail Liptos. 

IT’S NOT ALL BLACK AND WHITE: Acting as an 
ambassador iff sorts, next week, internationally acclaimed 
American photographer George \tass will be in Amman to 
open his "fine arts photography exhibit entitled. "Passage 
Across the Jordan. ” at the U.S. embassy 's American Center 
Exhibition Hall. Mr. Voss studied at the International 
Center of Photography and the Pratt Institute in New York 
where he obtained a masters degree. He has held exhibi- 
tions throughout the U.S. and Europe and his photographs 
are in private and corporate collections around the world. 
His last showing in New York, called “Interrupted 
Cadence. " was on the New York Times list of recommended 
exhibitions for six weeks. “ Passage Across the Jordan ” 
consists of 47 black and white photos of Jordan, Jerusalem 
and the Wrsr Bank. Mr. Ifcss. who will arrive in Jordan on 
Sunday, will open the exhibit on Wednesday. June 5 and 
hold a workshop on Thursday at 11:00 a.m. open to 
Jordanian photographers, in an effort arranged for with the, 
Jordanian Photography Club, with the assistance of Zarqa 
photographer Ahmad Safarini. U.S. Counselor for Press 
and Cultural Affairs Marcel Wahbeh is hosting a reception 
following the opening at the embassy. The exhibit will run 
until June 23 

LOOKOUT, DEPUTIES: Having met the criteria of 

demonstrating leadership potential and scholastic merit. 
Amman Baccalaureate School junior lshraq Zraiqat has 
been selected to attend The National Young Leaders 
Conference ( NYLC ) in Washington. D.C. this summer. The 
NYLC is a leadership development programme for high 
school students: lshraq, . who is 16. will be among 350 other 
students to attend. According ro NYLC, most participants 
are from the . US., and “only. a handful of students are c,Ho-. 
sen from select countries to qualify to receive a nomina- 
tion. ’’ During the 11-day conference, lshraq will interact 
with key US. leaders and newsmakers from the govern- 
ment, the media and diplomatic corps. There is e\'en a skill- 
building aaiviry which involves students role-playing ihc 
U.S. president, members cff the cabinet and Capitol Hill rep- 
resentatives who must respond to an international crisis. 
The conference finale is the “Model Congress, ” in which 
scholars assume the roles of the U.S. Representatives in 
bringing a bill to law. lshraq, the daughter of Royal 
Jordanian First Officer Mohammad Zreiqat and English 
teacher Leila Zreiqat, says she is interested in architecture 
and design, but is nor sure whar major she will choose when 
it comes time for college. Nevertheless, perhaps she will 
consider running for parliament representing Amman when 
she graduates. Hail the young leaders! 


Jennifer Hamameh 


leihntf 

Laivu 

liu 


as iM 
r fjr ^ 
dn« 
•JAPI 
er* M 
,y ife 
ii * 

a«un’ 
i? If 

ivertu 1 

ionwa 1 

? ‘ p3 
tonin' 

juV 1 

of 
lmf 
10 I* 

iid 14 * 
K* m 

IsinM 
vspJ 
il.Hfc' 1 
it W 

] rf* 
IV' 0 . 
[I Ife* 




li? n 
>r ! 

iik’- 


Cairo becoming a centre 
for ‘restoring virginity’ 


By Hasson MekJd 
Agence France Presse 
CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has become a cen- 
ter for restoring the virginity of Arab 
■ women who have had sex before marriage, 
with clients coming from as far away as the 
fiS Gulf to Cairo’s clinics for die secret opera- 
' don. . 

“The number of operations restoring the 
hymen went up by 25 per cent between 
1965 and 1995, especially in Cairo, where 
400,000 girls have had sexual .relations 
before marriage,” a medical source told 
AFP. 

It is impossible to know the exact number 
of operations performed, but the source said 
thousands of women undergo it in order to 
avoid scandal when they marry. 

“I do dozens of operations each month in 
my home on women from Egypt and vari- 
ous Arab countries,” a nurse who asked not 
to be named told AFP. 

It is not a deception. I am only allowing 
• t hes e girts to get married and have a stable 
life despite tbe mistakes of the youth, she 

• insisted. . 

“Not a single husband of my clients has 
discovered that his wife was not a virgin 
when they married,” she said. 

The nurse said tbe operation cost 300 
Egyptian pounds ($110) for low income 
Egyptian girls and up to $600 for wealthy 
Gulf Arabs. 

\ “Hymen restoration -is performed, secredy 
~ v in hundreds of clinics or in the homes or 
doctors and nurses in Egypt, while in the 
Gulf countries the operation does not 
exist,” said Thabet, a gynecology professor 

at Cairo University. . . 

The operation consists of sewing a gelaun 
capsule filled with blood or red liquid — 
known in Egypt as a “blood grape to 
the entrance of the vagina a few hours 


before the wedding. 

Egypt’s official marriage contract stipu- 
lates that a bride is a virgin and religious 
authorities have condemned tbe operation 
as a “falsification." 

But a police source said “these operations 
have led over the past 10 years to an 80 per 
cent reduction in crimes of honour, espe- 
cially in the cities.” 

“The society I live in forces me to use this 
trick because it does not tolerate any mis- 
takes by women, even though my husband 
bragged about his sexual conquests before 
mar riage,” said Magda, who bad the opera- 
tion in Cairo. 

Doctors who perform the operation risk a 
prison term of six months and suspension 
from the medical union. 

Dr. Thabet, citing a study made by the 
Cairo School of Medicine, blamed tbe 
increase in girls who have sex before mar- 
riage on “pornographic programmes shown 
on satellite television.” 

In the countryside, where parents still tour 
the village showing off the bldbdied sheets 
from their daughter’s wedding night, girls 
have other means to protect their reputa- 
tion. 

The “daya,” a traditional village nurse 
who is allowed to accompany the newly- 
weds into the bedroom, can prick the bride 
with a knife in the darkness so the groom 
and family think the girl has been deflow- 
ered. 

Some even use magic: “I knew a woman 
who at the time of the wedding did not have 
enough money for the operation, so she 
asked her husband not to approach her for 
six months because she was possessed by 
Djinn (demons),” said one doctor. 

“During that time she raised the money, 
and had die procedure,” he said. 


Nubian musicians sing to save dying culture 


By Anthony Shadid 
The Associated Press 
CAIRO, Egypt — In a soft voice 
made raspy by age, Ali Hassan 
Kuban explains how he reconstruct- 
ed Nubian music to save it. 

From Harlem, he found horns and 
modern drums. From James Brown, 
be learned to pamper an audience. 
And from his own Nubian culture 
— one of Africa’s oldest — he res- 
urrected the traditional rhythm. 

“We use electric instruments, the 
guitar, the trumpet, the sax, differ- 
ent harmonies and arrangements, 
but it still has the same spirit” said 
Kuban, a sprightly but wizened 66- 
year-old. 

‘It still has tbe Nubian mood,” be 
said. 

Considered one of the greatest liv- 
ing Nubian musicians — and derid- 
ed by some conservatives as a reck- 
less innovator — Kuban describes 
his music as the link between a 
community cast into a diaspora and 
an ancient culture many fear is 
being lost. * 

Today, old Nubia lives as a mem- 
ory, its villages beneath the mam- 
moth reservoir of Lake Nasser and 
its distinctly African people scat- 
tered across Egypt and Sudan. 
Arabic, not Nubian, is often the first 
language, and their ouce-agrarian 
culture" more and more resembles 
that of cosmopolitan Arab Egypt. 

Kuban, a singer and band leader, 
sees his musical revolution as a way 
to save what’s left of Nubia, meld- 
ing the traditional with the modem. 
And Nubians, some of whom con- 
sider Kuban a godfather, say that in 
large part he has succeeded. 

“He loves Nubian music and he 
loves to work with it,” said Gamal 
Amin, a 35-year-old fan at a cafe 
near Kuban’s downtown studio. 
“He renewed the music and because 


of that the heritage won’t die.” 

Once known as Kush, Nubia is an 
ancient land that stretched from the 
southern Egyptian town of Aswan 
through northern Sudan. 

For thousands of years, its inhabi- 
tants played prominent roles in 
Egyptian history — from adminis- 
trators in tbe pharaoh’s court to 
harem guards in A Thousand And 
One Nights. 

In modem times, they preserved a 
distinct culture within Arabic- 
speaking Egypt and Sudan, living 
under the illusion of independence 
in a land largely left alone by 
Egyptian officialdom. 

That illusion collided with moder- 
nity in 1 902 when the British built a 
dam across the Nile near Aswan. 

It was raised twice, forcing 
Nubians to leave their scarce farm- 
land and move to higher ground. 
Then, with the construction of the 
Aswan High Dam from 1962-65, 

Nubia was inundated for eternity. 

Hundreds of its villages disap- 
peared under Lake Nasser. 

More than 100,000 Nubians were 
resettled, many of them to a cres- 
cent-shaped sliver of land north of 
Aswan known as Kom Ombo. 

Today, thousands of Nubians also 
live io Egypt’s two biggest cities, 
Cairo and Alexandria, though no 
one knows exactly how many. 

Kuban was one of those who left 
Nubia for work in Cairo, part of a 
migration that still resonates among 
Nubians in the diaspora. 

There, he starred a musical career 
that spans four decades. 

Up a stairway littered with trash in 
a shabby building with peeling 
paint. Kuban sits in his office clut- 
tered with posters of album covers 
and playbills in English and French. 

Eager to charm a guest, he pulls 
out concert notices from Europe, his 


cassettes from France and pictures 
of his 1995 trip to play in New 
York. 

“We want to develop Nubian 
music,” Kuban said, wearing his 
trademark knit cap. ‘We want to 
spread Nubian music throughout 
the world. 1 want the world to know 
that Nubia is present in Egypt” 

His inspirations are as eclectic as 
his music. Thirty years ago. he saw 
a band from Harlem play at a sport- 
ing club in Cairo and was mes- 
merised by the sounds of a trom- 
bone, saxophone and clarinet. 

Later, he watched soul superstar 
James Brown perform on television 
and learned to give an audience 
what it wants. 

The result is music that is loud, 
infectious and urban — a vocal 
style and lyrics that imitate tradi- 
tional Nubian music enveloped in 
electric guitars, electronic key- 
boards and a raucous, free-wheeling 
horn section. His band numbers as 
many as 40. 

’The music encourages a new cul- 
ture, attracts the youth and develops 
Nubian society,” be said. 

Even young Nubians raised in 
Cairo speaking Arabic learn Nubian 
from listening to his music, Kuban 
said. 

Likewise, he has encouraged a 
new generation of musicians to take 
the music in different directions. Ar 
least 40 Nubian tapes are on the 
marker today in Cairo, all inspired 
by Kuban’s work. 

Music is never more important 
than at Nubian weddings, exuberant 
celebrations that sometimes last 
from early evening until 5 a.m. 

In a tent beneath a freeway, mem- 
bers of Kuban’s band played into 
the morning for hundreds of revel- 
ers. some dancing in the aisles and 
others on stage, swaying to distinct- 


ly African rhythms. 

“The music is the spirit of the 
Nubian people,” said Hassan Meky, 
who has played keyboards for 
Kuban for 31 years. Songs speak 
about life and during work, Nubians 
always sing. So when they come to 
Cairo and we play the music, we 
join tbe spirit between the home and 
here” 

But Kuban's revolution seems to 
strike a nerve with sunie Nubian 
activists agitating for a more aggres- 
sive form of nationalism. 

Haggag Addul. a leading Nubian 
author, is one. He has demanded the 
government apologise for the resettle- 
ment and allow Nubians to build new 
communities along the shores of Lake 
Nasser. 

“This is not Nubian music, this is 
what's left over from Nubian music.” 
he said derisively. 

As pan of what he calls the diaspo- 
ra era, "The music and musicians are 
disappearing in dramatic fashion." 

Kuban and others are more opti- 
mistic. The resettlement remains 
painful, described by one musician as 
"El-Higra El-Murra.” or the bitter 
migration. 

But unlike a generation ago. 
Nubians today are aware of a com- 
mon identity bom of a shared notion 
of permanent exile. 

Within that growing consciousness. 
Kutibn says, his music — pan- 
Nubian, pan-global — will serve as a 
bridge. 

"The old is here,” he said, pointing 
to his bead. ‘The elderly remember 
everything about their homes." 

"The youne leam when they listen 
to the rhythms.” he said. 
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Conservatism, Inertia, et al. Ill Not just another show 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

IF IT is true that each profession produces its own idio- 
syncrasies it is equally true that the main aspects of human 
behaviour can be found in most trades and activities. 

When we talk of conservatism or. on the contrary, of 
extremism, we usually think of politics. These “qualities" 
however are reflected in many a profession. Take the com- 
puter business for instance (you didn’t expect me to actu- 
ally talk politics, did you?), its members have already 
developed a good number of attitudes traditionally found 
in older professions. 

The old generation of computer graduates finds it hard- 
er and harder to have to constantly adapt to new products, 
whether hardware or software based- They seem to be sat- 
isfied with the ones they know. Not because they are bet- 
ter products but simply because they are the ones they 
know well, and feel comfortable to use. 

These “ancestors'* — no offence meant. I'm one of them 
chronologically speaking — still talk of the old times 
when a computer would occupy half of a room’s floor and 
wouldn't work without a precision air conditioning sys- 
tem to keep it cool. A personal computer makes them 
laugh now — merely a toy. They remember, with exag- 
gerated nostalgia, the days when programming was really 
a tough job. reserved to those with an IQ in the range of 
Albert Einstein's. 

New products are not old rimers' only problem. Young 
people working in the computer field annoy them as much 
as the new Windows 95 operating system or the latest CD- 
ROM. "What? These kids can't seriously pretend to know 
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as much as we do?" The truth is the said kids sometimes 
possess much more valuable knowledge of new tech- 
niques than the old guard. Attending meetings at the 
Jordan Computer Society in Amman can -be very instruc- 
tive in this regard. Suffice it to watch how condescending 
is the attitude of those members who have been working 
for fifteen years or more, towards newcomers. 

Yes, after about two generations of existence the com- 
puter world shows its weight, its inertia. Its population 
now has its quota of extremists, conservatives, and fortu- 
nately open minded people. Being able to accept whar’s 
young, what’s new, is essential to progress, be it technical, 
scientific or simply social. There is always much to learn 
from the new generation. Company leaders with a clear 
vision of the future, like Microsoft's Bill Gates, have 
proven extremely successful. Corporations with a more 
conservative approach, like IBM for instance* find it hard 
to stay afloat. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, May 30, 1996 


Aladdin 
NBA 
Pirates 
News Flash 

French Programme — Le Chat Perche 

Varieties 

Le Journal 

A Football Match From The 7th Arab Cup 

Winners Cup 

Stark Trek 

News In English 

Feature film — The Blue Boy 

Starring: Emma tbompson & Adrian Dunbar 

My Two Wives 


Friday, May 31, 1996 


Iris 

Pebbles And Bamm Bam 
Bush School 
See How They Grow 
Crystal Maze 
News Flash 

French Programme — Le Chat Perche 
Telefilm 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
News Headlines 
Growing Pains 
Frontline: The Nicotine War 
It Had To Be You 
The Hanging Gale 
News In English 

Classic Movie — Waterloo Bridge 
Starring: Vivian Leigh & Robert Taylor 


Saturday, June 1, 1996 


3:00 

Moomin 

3:30 

Pumpkin Patch 

4:00 

Blue Heelers 

4:40 

Big Brother Jake 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:01 

French Programme — Ordy 

5:15 

Document — La Vie Devant Moi 

5:30 

Game Show — Que Le Meilleur Gagne 

6:00 

Serie — Chateau Vallon 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 

7:35 

Ellen 

S:00 

The Discovery Of The 7th Continent 

8:30 

Miami Vice 

9:10 

Earth Assignment 

9:35 

Prism 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

11:10 

Feature Film — Mrs. Soffel 

Starring: Diane Keaton & Mel Gibson 


Sunday, June 2, 1996 


The Mask 
Mac & Mutley 
Italian League 
News Flash 

French Programme — Ordy 
Documentary — La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show — Que Le Meilleur Gagne 
Magazine — Envoye Special 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
Cinema. Cinema, Cinema 
The American Chart Show 
Jordanian Aimed Forces Band 
The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
Blacke's Magic 
News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Counterstrike 


Monday, June 3, 1996 


Bonkers 
Richie Rich 

Anim als of the Mediterranean 
News Flash 

Children’s Programme — Ordy 
Family Programme — L'Ecole Des Fans 
Magazine — T halas sa 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Science 
The Nanny 
Rhythms' That Speak 
Rock Around The World 
100 Years Of Capitalism In Korea 
News In English 

The Bold And The Beautiful v ' 
P.S.ILuvU .vA: 

Taurus Rising 


Tuesday, June 4, 1996 


Iris 

Captain Planet 
Hot Shots 

The Bob Morrison Show 
Alf 

News Flash 

Children’s Programme — Ordy 

Document — la Vie Devant Moi 

Game Show — Que Le Meilleur Gagne 

Medical Magazine — Savoir Plus Sante 

Le Journal 

Magazine 

Ushuaia 

Encounter 

Producer Rami Khori 
Blossom 

Deep Probe Expeditions 
Star Trek 
News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Feature Film — Black Moon Rising 
Starring: Tommy Lee Jones & Linda Hamilton 


Wednesday, June 5, 1996 


The Flints tones 
Iris 

Bill Nye The Science Guy 
Kelly 

News Flash 

Children's Programme — Les Polluards 
Serie — Secret De Famille 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
Evening Shade 
World Net 
Changer 
Hunter 

News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Airwolf 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

WHAT STRANGE times we live in. This is true because 
assuming that you are doing a good job in whatever it is 
that you do for a living, you can never expect to be either 
praised or complemented- 

Anotber annoying — even frustrating to some — aspect 
of life has to do with the selective handing out of invita- 
tions for some major exhibitions. And while this most cer- 
tainly is not an exclusively Jordanian custom, it remains 
quite a widespread one in Jordan. One practised by both 
Jordanians and the foreigners living amongst them. 

Another puzzling aspect has to do with certain facts 
regarding a younger generation of Jordanians who had 
studied, say for example, in Europe. These people are 
hardly ever invited to events organised by Europeans even 
though the individual European cultural centres here in 
Amman keep a continuously updated record of both 
names and addresses of those graduates now back in 
A mman . 

However, and having said this, the private nature of cer- 
tain functions should not really matter at all when there is 
a huge selection of events such as film festivals, musicals, 
and conceits which are in themselves open to the public. 

But the bone 1 am picking at here has to do with exclud- 
ing the greater part of an audience. A very small audience 
to start with. 

This music loving part of the public is excluded in such 
cases with the purpose of turning what is supposed to be a 
public performance, a concert, into a private display. 

A private display put on for the sake of a selected group 
of people both lucky enough to get invited, and those will- 
ing to go through a bit of trouble to secure an invitation. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


HERE AND THERE 


* A FRENCH citizen in the city of Lille tried to kill 
the dog that bit his little daughter. When his mother-in-law 
interferred to prevent the killing by throwing herself in 
front of the dog. the man fired a bullet at the animal, but 
unfortunately it struck the woman's bead and killed her. 


* IN SEOUL, a civil court passed a judgement in 
which a South Korean woman was divorced after a six- 
year marriage on the pretext that her husband was inca- 
pable of making love to her. This is the first time a Korean 
court accepts such a case where sterility is not regarded as 
an adequate justification for divorce. 


* . A FRENCH man was sentenced to four-year impris- 
onment and fined 4,000 francs for driving a car without a 
licence. It was disclosed, after’ 30 years of unlawful dri- 
ving, that the man ’ rejected sitting for a’ driving test 
because he was found guilty of committing 23 thefts dur- 
ing his lifetime. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


WHAT’S THE MATTER? 


** I've got a cold. I’ve been sneezing all day since I 
woke up. 

Laqad osibt benazlet bard. Enni a'toos toolan'- 
nahar monthu anstay’qatht 

** Shall I call the family doctor? 

Hal astadi’ tabibal aa'ila? 

** No, it isn't bad enough for that 

La, laysal amru sayye'an ela hathehid daraja. 


** What about an aspirin? 


Ha] ohdhr laid aspirin? 


** No. thanks. I don't like taking medicine. 

La, shukran, fa’ana la atanawal al-aspirin. 

** Can I make some tea? 

Hal asna’ Jaki ba 'dash-shay? 

** I'm not used to drinking tea at all. 

Lam ata'awwad sborb ash'ay italaqan. 

** What would you like to drink? 

Matha tofaddileen an tashrabi? 

** Some orange juice, please. 

Ba’dan min asiril burtuqaJ, law samahL 

** Are you cold? Can I close the window? 

Hal tasb’oreena bibard? Hal oghliq an . 

nafitha? 

** Why don't you lie down? May I bring you a blan- 
ket? 

Umatha la tarqudeen? Hal obdir laki bat- 

taniya? 

** I’m feeling much better now. This orange juice is 
very good. 

Ash’or bitahasson afdal al-aan. Asirol bur- 
tuqal hatha mufeedon Jid da n 


** That's good. 


Thalika jayyedL 


JOKES 

TEACHER: “Now, children, if I saw a man beating a 
donkey and stopped him, what virtue would I be show- 
ing?" 

JOHN: “Brotherly love.” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. What are the "Steppes"? 

2. Who slept with a stone on a pillow? 

3. In what game is the word “bias” used? 

4. What do we mean by a stymie? 

5. What is a chukker? 


6. Is ocelot.. 


a- the name of an airship 

b- wailing noises on the wireless 

c- a cat-like animal 

d- a sort of whale 

e- an eye on the tail of a peacock? 


PUZZLES 


A) WHAT KIND OF BOAT? 


Use the initial letters of the pictures to find out the name 
of the boat 



A 
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Meanwhile, die hart fans of classical music are left Hh 

“ myTger a. any attempt fttat begins to turn music 

into an ait form for the elite. 

For maybe classical music was an tm for the ce^ 
turies aso But not in Jordan. today. on the verge of the 
century, when globally, classical music is 

struggling to maintain an audience. And when m Jortan, 
to Music Conservatory can rarely manageto fill to 350- 
seat auditorium at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

If we truly love music, then we should put our efforts 
into broadening classical music’s share of the art loving 
audience rather than alienating prospective cu^oras. For 
members of an audience are. after 

the paying customers of the National Music Conservatory 
and its orchestra. An orchestra which is a proud national 
institution that deserves to be treated like one. 


DENTIST: “Open wide, please." 

PATIENT: “Ah.” 

DENTIST: “Wider.” 

PATIENT: “Aah.” 

DENTIST: “Much wider, please.” 

PATIENT: “Aaah, Aaab.” 

DENTIST: "Still wider. 

PATIENT: “Now look doctor, if you're getting in. I'm 
getting oul” 


***** 


B) A FRUITY ONE 

ta *3*5 se f U Tm f r at he 
how STsffsssr 1 ~ 
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2 movies hope to kick a Mttle 


Russian pianist Rndova Ljubov Lvovna (left! coaches Weng Yl, a 16-year-old student in posture and technique at 
Xiamen Music School. Music is a tradition on Gulangyu. dubbed “Piano Island.” which is home to 300 pianos and 
two internationally renowned concert pianists (Reuter photo) 

Music — a tradition in China ’s ‘ piano island 9 


By Benjamin Kang lim 
Reuter 

GULANGYU, C hina — The music of 
Bach and Beethoven wafts along the 
narrow, winding alleys. Birds sing in 
the trees and no engines interrupt the 
peace of this tiny island nestled off the 
coast of one of China's most bustling 
cities. 

Gulangyu, a 1.7-square kilometer 
island with a population of just 
>18,000, is home ‘to at least 300 pianos 
4nd two renowned international con- 
cert pianists, Yin Chengzong and Xu 
Feiping. 

“Music is a tradition on Gulangyu,” 
Yin’s older brother. Yin Chengdian. 
assistant principal of the island's Xia- 
men Music School, said in an inter- 
view. 

The school is a cradle for ‘tomor- 
row's musicians. . ... 

Scores of recitals are held evefcy year 
at the homes of the residents of the 
island, off the booming special eco- 
nomic zone of Xiamen in southeastern 
Fujian province. 

The main wharf, built in the shape of 
a piano, is another testimony to its 
music tradition. 

No bicycles or cars are allowed to 
shatter the serenity on Gulangyu. 
which means literally “Drum Wave 
Islet.* 

Gulangyu, named for the waves that 
splash into a cave on its shore with the 
yund of pounding of drums, owes its 
tradition to a past steeped in Western 
influence. 

Xiamen was one of five treaty ports 
that China was forced to open to for- 
eign traders after losing the opium war 
to Britain in 1842. Gulangyu, at the 
mouth of Xiamen’s Bay, became an 
international settlement and once 
housed up to 12 foreign consulates. 
Along with the foreigners came ele- 


gant mansions with arched windows 
and balconies, and churches, two of 
which are still in use. Along with the 
houses of God came psalms and 
pianos. 

The foreigners have left, but their 
music stayed on. 

The music stopped during the 1966- 
76 Cultural Revolution, during which 
young fanatical Red Guards stormed 
homes and smashed pianos, which 
were seen as symbols of elitism. 

“Records and Qing Dynasty (1644- 
1911) stamps that I loved dearly, 1 
burned them myself to avoid the 
assault . of the Red Guards,” Yin 
recalled, gesturing with a flinch of 
pain. 

Red Guards destroyed most of the 
Yin family's antiques and drove them 
from their 1 .700-square metre estate, 
which was built in 1925. 

They returned only three years later. 

Some piano virtuosos were jailed 
and one committed suicide during that 
chaotic period. 

Pianist Tin Chengzong survived by 
singing the praises of the Communist 
Party, endearing him to the gang of 
four — the militant leaders of the 
Cultural Revolution led by Jiang Qing, 
wife of Chairman Mao Zedong. 

Tin Chengzong was purged with the 
Gang of Four after Mao died in 1 976, 
but was allowed to leave for the 
United States in 1983 as part of 
China's drive to woo the world with its 
musicians, artists and athletes. 

Five other brothers and sisters have 
joined Yin Chengzong in exile. 

Yin Chengdian, the sixth in a family 
of four sons and five daughters, stayed 
behind to look after their bedridden 
mother and cany on the legacy of 
Gulangyu, popularly known as “piano 
island.” 

Music is also deeply rooted in the 
Protestant family. Eight of the nine 


brothers and sisters play the piano, and 
another brother living in the United 
States is a baritone. 

“This is where my younger brother 
(Yin Chengzong) and I held our first 
concert when we were children," Yin 
Chengdian said, pointing to a crum- 
bling European-style mansion with 
slatted wooden windows. 

Yin Chengdian, 58, a teacher for 38 
years, has a dream: “I hope this school 
will produce more Yin Chengzong ’s,” 
he said. 

His Xiamen Music School, which 
opened in 1990, has produced more 
than a dozen first-prize winners at 
Chinese music competitions. 

Among the school's seven piano 
instructors is a Russian, hired this year 
for $500 a month or 10 times the aver- 
age monthly urban income in China, 
to instruct advanced students. 1 
‘ The school, m.a Tonner churcK IBuilt 
by Americans in 1934, has about 200 
students. One-third of its graduates 
this year were expected to attend 
music conservatories. 

For 73-year-old Su Linhui, GuJao- 
gyu resident and a reared school prin- 
cipal, music is more than a tradition. 

Four of his five grandchildren attend 
Xiamen Music School. 

Su also spends at least one hour each 
day listening to classical music, and on 
weekends listens to his grandchildren 
as they practice piano and violin. 

“My generation and the next genera- 
tion bore a lot of hardships... We were 
bom at the wrong time,” said Su. who 
was branded a rightist and banished to 
the countryside in 1958 at the height 
of Mao's anti-rightist movement 

“There was no way to cultivate my 
love for music... But our grandchil- 
dren are luckier. They live in the peri- 
od of reform and opening up,” said Su, 
who was rehabilitated in 1979. 


Filmmakers try to make ends meet with less 


By John Horn 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Just like everyone else, the movie stu- 
dios need to go on a diet every now and then. 

With production and marketing costs spiraling and 
domestic ticket sales stagnating. Hollywood profit margins 
are suddenly as inadequate as Arnold Schwarzenegger s 
acting range. Although the summer is filled with films cost- 
ing more than $50 million, including Schwarzenegger's 
Eraser, the season includes a surprising number of econom- 
#_r’’tal studio releases. 

* The inexpensive movies are far more than penny-wise, 
plot-foolish filler. Cold Comfort Farm, a new movie from 
the usually better financed John Schlesinger, has opened to 
strong reviews. John Sayle’s low-budget Lone Star, due 
soon from typically spendthrift Castle Rock Entertainment, 
is among the most acclaimed movies in the Cannes Film 

Festival. . . „ 

“T hate the idea of something that is too expensive, says 
Schlesinger, whose credits include Midnight Cowboy, 
Marathon Man and The Falcon And The Snowman. 

Not having a lot of money, the director says, “keeps you 
on your toes. You find new and different ways of doing 
things rather than simply throwing money at the screen. 

Domestic and international revenues have not kept pace 
with accelerating filmmaking costs. The av *j^ 
film costs more than $50 million to produce, advertise and 
distribute, and earnings of some of the town s highest fliers 

a TheW^ i Disney Co. said in April its movie profits fell 35 
per cent from 1995. In May, Viacom 
quarter earnings tell 61 per cent, thanks in pan to poor per- 
formance by its Paramount Pictures unit. 

Castle Rock Entertainment, once one of Holhwood 
hiehesr-flying producers with A Few Good Men, In 
Line Of Fire and City Slickers, has been stung by a senes 
qfTxSnsi^ underachievers. Parent Turner Entertainment 
Castle Rock’s City Hall and other flops forced $ 

‘ still makine expensive movies — paying 

Demi Moore $12 million to star in the 
due out in June. In an effort to brnig dovw ta cosB^the 
company is releasin^ver^ow^budg t art f ^ ^ ^ pf 

The latter film was bought by Castle Rock for $ 


— a lot for an independent film, but a fraction of the aver- 
age studio movie. 

Davis Entertainment, the producers of the big-budget 
summer film Courage Under Fire with Denzel Washington 
and Meg Ryan, has launched a low-budget division seeking 
to make movies costing around $1 million. 

Producer Joel Silver (Die Hard) and director Richard 
Donner iLethal Weapon) have been among Hollywood’s 
most wildly extravagant movie-makers for years. At the 
Cannes Film Festival, Donner and Silver said they would 
join forces to make five low-budget action films in the next 
two years. 

Actor Dustin Hoffman, also in a Cannes announcement, 
said he would produce several low-budget films over the 
next few years. 

The push for low-budget filmmaking has two motiva- 
tions, one financial, one creative. 

The volume of executive-suite second-guessing is direct- 
ly proportional to a film's cost — every million brings a 
dozen more srupid suggestions. Less money brings more 
creative freedom. 

Director Mike Figgis was free to make Leaving Las 
Vegas precisely the way he wanted it because nobody real- 
ly wanted it. 

‘ Furthermore, a well-received film made cheaply can have 
far better margins than an expensive blockbuster. Columbia 
Pictures’ Sense And Sensibility, for example, has sold $110 
million in tickets worldwide — for a production cost of 
$15.5 million. 

Schlesinger 's Cold Comfort Farm, based on the comic 
novel of English country life by Stella Gibbons, was made 
more than a year ago by the BBC for British television. It 
cost about $3 million, compared to the more than $20 mil- 
lion budget of Schlesinger ’s 1996 Sally Field movie. Eye 
For An Eye. 

With a lot of money, Schlesinger says, “you’ve got the 
studio breathing down your neck — the whole problem of 
(audience research) previews and all the problems that 
brings. The BBC pays nothing — you're working for the 
honour and the glory. The attraction is you have freedom. 
There is something to be said for working in English 

fields.” . ... 

Other well-known directors will release movies this year 
that are far more modest than their recent works. Stephen 
Frears, who presided over the $47 million disaster Mary 
Reilly,' has completed the small film The Van. 


By John Horn 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Hollywood executives are renowned 
for spewing hot air and showcasing volcanic tempers. 

Now iheir movies are about to match their dispositions. 

Competing studios are racing two meeabudget films 
about volcanoes to the screen, and two other motion pic- 
tures putting magma on the marquee are in the works. 

Double vision isn't limited to eruptions. There are two 
movies about neanderthals on different studio drawing 
boards. More amazingly, rival filmmakers are nearing the 
starting blocks on two separate films about the late runner 
Steve Prefontaine. Meanwhile, Nelson Mandela is the focus 
of an upcoming feature film and cable television movie. 

Screenwriters and producers say they are dumbfounded 
by the sudden double-dealing. 

“It’s very strange." says Laura Ziskin. whose Fox 2000 
Production Company is making Volcano. 

“There are ideas in the air and people grab on one all at 
once,” she said. 

The twin movies are more the result of a small network of 
cocktail party chatter than plagiarism. Working screenwrit- 
ers, like many who work in Hollywood, tend to circulate in 
small orbits, and hot ideas — just like hot restaurants — 
quickly become Chardonnay-circuit chatter. 

Identically themed movies have bubbled up over the 
years, but rarely with the current frenzy. Tombstone and 
Wyau Earp hit the multiplex within months of each other in 
1993 and 1994. Christopher Columbus: The Discovery and 
1492: Conquest Of Paradise both debuted a year earlier: 
and Lambada: Set The Night On Fire and The Forbidden 
Dance came and went the very same 1 990 day. 

Hollywood history shows that when like-minded movies 
go toe-to-toe, at least one invariably suffers badly. Once 
Kevin Costner committed to Robin Hood: Prince Of 
Thieves, comparable Sherwood Forest projects went the 
way of the catapult. After Dustin Hoffman signed on for the 
virus movie Outbreak, the nearly indistinguishable Hot 
Zone vanished. 

The odds are good that both the Volcano and Prefontaine 
movies will debut close to each other. The makers of 
Volcano, about an eruption in Los Angeles, and Dante's 
Peak, focusing on lava in the Pacific northwest, both plan 
to start cameras within the next several weeks. Dante's 
Peak will be the first out of the gate, but it's unclear who 
will be first in theatres. 

For a while, though, it didn't look like Dante's Peak 
would even be in the race. 

Screenwriter Les Bohem had just finished page 90 on his 
unsold Dante's Peak script when he read that Disney was 
developing a project called Ring Of Fire, set largely inside 
a volcano. Then he heard a rumour that Michael Crichton's 
(Jurassic Park) next novel was about a volcano. Bohem said 
the feeling was a little like holding two pair in a poker game 
and seeing in the mirror that your foe clutches a full house. 

“My tendency is to fold,” he says. “But (producer) Joe 
Singer wanted to bluff." It worked: Crichton's novel hasn’t 
surfaced, and the Disney film, if made, will come out long 
after Universal’s Dante’s Peak (with Pierce Brosnan) and 
20th Century Fox's Volcano (starring Tommy Lee Jones). 
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documentary Hoop Dream'. p:.'n to -l.iil ‘I' -ii.c ’heir 
Prefontaine r.lox ic o:i July I . Tom O- uivA nn >dn .non com- 
pany ‘with Robert 7ov t*e. who v.:o:e >cree:ifi.»:.> for 
Chinatown and The Las: Deia-I. behind the :v *;er. i li.ine- 
to begin production or i:» fiefi-iiii'V pio-cc; :■;■>•. -.‘i 
same wee!-., a sjvr.e.-womuu .-ay ... 

The two film crew-, ai-he -oitee' - - .-bo -c-.-li t ■ : li; - m. ■ ^-.i^ Ji 
other while crisscrossing Pre'-«nini!V.-'» :: >:::c m-;: :?i 
Oregon. Given the runner - me:.- -'C ! * * c- -.he iiieiLst 

is no: allege) her surprising. 

“U's what attracted Peter and I ■«> tVe..:-- -• ms- 

film n.-s a lot of the same element Jam.-' ■. 

predict it. and itT ai: incredibi; povvcik-! am -wane 
story.” 
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Hollywood interest, us is an upcoming boo 1 . • n; 
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“Maybe there's something in the air.” Ik.nmu 
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backward." D..mton notes several nonfiction v..-; - : • : - a 
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irreparable damage. 

“There is j foot race." fays Bill Mechanic, tin- p!o„.te-.; 
of 20th Century Fox. “But they can't be overly . asli.-d. 
Being first with a bud movie is not a good idea.” 
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By Matthew Lewis 
Reuter 

SINGAPORE — drummer Pete Best, considered qne of the 
unluckiest figures in rock history after his 1962 firing by 
the Beatles just before they shot to fame, says he is finally- 
getting what he deserves — recognition and royalties. 

Best, 54 and still Liverpool-based, does not look back in 
anger on his p re -fab four days. 

The friendly and soft-spoken drummer, whose b rushed- 
back helmet of grey hair and immaculate mustache are rem- 
iniscent more of singer Engelbert Humperdinck than John 
Lennon, now fronts his own band which is on the road for 
an 18-country tour. 

The Pete Best Band, whose other five members were not 
born when the Beatles broke up in 1970, plays “classic vock 
V roll” including a peppering of Beatles’ standards, said 
Best 

The handsome drummer was abruptly sacked in August 
1962 in favour of Ringo Starr. A few days later, the Beatles 
recorded their first hit single. Love Me Do and P.S. I Love 
You. 

Best told Reuters he was pleased by the The Beatles 
Anthology 1, a double-CD set of early rareties released late 
last year with great fanfare. 

The album has sold millions of copies worldwide. 

“It makes me happy in view of the fact that they’ve actu- 
ally given me acknowledgment — I’m on 10 tracks,” said 
Best in a familiar Liverpool lilt. 

He was in Singapore with former Beatles' manager Allan 
Williams to promote the opening of a Beatles-ihemed 
restaurant called Pepper’s. 


Williams. 64. w ho managed the group from I »o . Vr j . 
likes to point out that Best actually dru'.mi. - ..: 

Beaties with John. Paul and George lar longer ih.m Sun - , j 
measured in onstage man-hours 

The Beatles Anthology I has "given me u hide k; of 
recognition, which for .-o many yc:u% v.::s denied.” 'aid 
Best7 

“Financially, it's going n» be rewarding :i' well, because 
this lime around there are royalmcs." 

Asked how much he stood to earn. Best •.aid: “ : Here's a 
lot of speculation, of people saving I'll be a .v.i!l ; >>n:iiie 
before rhe end of the year. We'll vv.tir and -ec. ii ii tran- 
spires. I'll be very happy.” 

Best, a walking compendium of Beatles lore, --.da ;ti& lir.q 
original song ever played live v. as the oNcurc Lou- Ol Tile 
Loved, which the group never reemded. 

“We knew our own potential, that somewhere along -.he 
line, we were going to make it." 

Best said he felt sorry for bis former pals, who had to 
endure intense fame, broken marriages and loss of privacy. 

“They've gone through tin awful lot." he sum. 
“Financially they're well -uT. but socially. 1 don't know. My 
own view is it's a very cloMeied life — the penalty that 
success brings." 

Best, who hasn't spoken to the other Beatles since his fir- 
ing, said he bears no grudge. 

“As far as I'm concerned, it’s history. Whether they feet 
inhibited by it, 1 don't know.” 

"If we did meet up (today), from my side, ii would be 
very much a case of. not what happened 31) years jgu. hi:: 
what's happening now. and what arc you going to di> next V 
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Smallpox virus set to be destroyed in June 1999 
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By Stephanie Nebehay 
Renter 


GENEVA — The 190 member states 
of ihe World Health Organisation 
(WHO) have recommended destroying 
the world's last stocks of the virulent 
smallpox virus in June 1999. 

The unanimous decision allows three 
years to search the globe for any for- 
gotten or hidden stocks of the variola 
virus — which used to kill, disfigure 
or blind millions each year. 

Smallpox was declared the first glob- 
ally eradicated disease in May 1980. 
The last known stocks of the virus are 

kepi at two high-security laboratories 
in rhe United States and Russia. 


But medical and military experts fear 
that other states could have hidden 
stocks for potential use for terrorist 
purposes or germ warfare, according 
to WHO sources. 

Any release of the infectious virus 
could be lethal, as populations are no 
longer considered to have immunity. 
The last known case was detected in 
Somalia in October 1977. 

“There are different kinds of fears. 
There is a danger if the virus escapes, 
nobody would be immune anymore." 
Dr. David Heymann, director of 
WHO's Division of Emerging and 
Other Communicable Diseases, told 
Reuters in an interview. 

A closed-door WHO committee, 


composed of all 190 member states, 
adopted a resolution Friday recom- 
mending destruction of the last known 
stocks on June 30, 1999. 

The resolution said the “escape of 
variola virus from laboratories would 
be a serious risk as an increasing pro- 
portion of the population lack immuni- 
ty to smallpox.’' 

* The full World Health Assembly is to 
make a preliminary endorsement of its 
recommendation Saturday, officials 
said. A future annual assembly will 
have to take a final decision. 

“The final decision will be taken 
after there is a political will to destroy 
the stocks.” Dr. Heymann said. 

“We have a period of three years to 


make sure there is that political will to 
destroy them.” the American doctor 
added. “It gives countries the responsi- 
bility of verifying one more tune.” 

Dr. Heymann declined to name any 
states suspected of hoarding stocks. 
“But we are constantly on the lookout 
for other stocks. 

“We know about the official stocks. 
They are kept at two high-security 
research laboratories," he added. 

The stocks are kept at die U.S. 
Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta (Georgia; and a 
WHO collaborating centre at the 
Russian State Research Centre of 
Virology and Biotechnology, at 
Koltsovo in the heart of foe-Urals. 


“These two laboratories are also very 
expensive to maintain. We’d like to see 
ihe resources devoted to other prob- 
lems," Dr. Heymann said. 

He said health officials from one 
country, which he declined to identify, 
had once called up the Geneva-based 
agency saying they had found forgot- 
ten smallpox virus stocks “in the deep- 
est part of their laboratory freezer. f 

“We helped them destroy the 
stocks," Dr. Heymann said. 

Another top WHO official, who 
asked not to be named, told Reuters: 
“Some WHO members believe there 
should be better monitoring to ensure 
that all stocks are absolutely destroyed 
by all countries. 


“There were some hints at the last ; 
WHO Executive Board in January that 
some countries like Iran may have 
stocks." 

Experts had to weigh the potential 
risk of the virus escaping with the 
potential benefit from retaining it for 
farther scientific research on viral 
genes and proteins. 

Less than 30 years ago, smallpox 
was endemic in 31 countries, accord- 
ing to WHO. Between 10 and 15 mil- 
iion people were stricken each year, 
including nearly two million who died 
and millions who were disfigured or 
blinded for life. ■ 
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Solid foods do not make infants fat — study 


WASHINGTON (R) — Introducing solid food to infants 
when (hey are only three or four months old will not make 
ihem fat. researchers said. 

The (in dings contradict some other recent studies but the 
•'iiihors from Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical 
Centre said theirs is the most rigorous analysis to date. 

The data on 127 infants presented at the American 
Pediatric Society meeting here showed that children given 
solid food at three to four months of age had not become fat 
by six months. The current recommendation of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics is to start babies on solids 
between the ages of four and six months. 

“Calorics from solid food replace, rather than add to. 
calories from formula." Bonny Specker, the main author. 


said. 


•*In fact, infants introduced to solids earlier actually have 
slightly less body fat than those introduced to solids later.” 
Dr. Specker said this may be because the first solid foods 
are cereals, which are carbohydrates and not fats. 

The Cincinnati researchers followed 127 infants, half of 
whom got their first solids at three to four months and half 
at six months. The study will continue to track their growth 
and body composition for several years, looking at both foe 
age that foods were introduced and whether they were 
exclusively store-bought prepared baby foods or food cho- 
sen by their parents that was either store-bought or home- 
cooked. 


Cancer drug trials send 


profitless firm’s shares soaring 


LONDON (AFP; — Shares in a 
biotechnology company that has 
never made a profit or sold a product 
soared as foe firm announced foe suc- 
cessful completion of trials on a drug 
that could prove a major break- 
through in the treatment of cancer. 

British Biotech, valued at £152 mil- 


Vn «$250 million) when floated on 


the stock market in 1992. was late 
Tuesday worth over £1.9 billion 
<$2.85 billion) after its shares ended 
the day up 285 pence tS4.3) at 
£35.15. 

In February last year they were 
worth just £4.30 ($6.5). 

Dealers and investors rushed to buy 
scarce stock in the Oxford-based 
company after the firm said “positive 
results” of Marimustat its anti-cancer 
drug, had been recorded in patients 
suffering from four different forms of 
foe disease. 

British Biotech said foe trials had 
suggested that Marimastat could slow 


the progression of ovarian and pan- 
creatic cancer, causing only limited 
side effects. 

“Marimastat can now be progressed 
to definitive clinical trials." said Peter 
Lewis, foe firm’s research and devel- 
opment director. 

The trials will compare it with 
existing cancer drugs and a placebo. 
The first of these, in 300 pancreatic 
cancer sufferers, would begin shortly, 
the firm said. 

It said positive results recorded in 
November trials had been confirmed 
in larger patient numbers. The firm 
added that no severe drug-related tox- 
icity had been shown and that' 
localised muscuio-skeletal pain was 
the only side-effect. 

The drug aims to stop foe spread of 
cancec. unlike other cancer, drugs 
which try to kill tumours. 

As all solid tumours spread in foe 
same way, foe drug could possibly be 
used for a very broad range of cancer 


treatments. 

The company, however, was quick 
to play down suggestions that it has 
discovered a definitive cure for can- 
cer. and insisted that it did not want to 
build up foe hopes of cancer patients. 

If its share price holds up, 10 -year- 
old British Biotech could become the 
first firm to enter the prestigious FT- 
SE 100 index — which incorporates 
Britain's top 100 companies by stock 
market value — without ever having 
made a profit. 

The group's losses increased steadi- 
ly over the years as expenditure on 
research and development costs 
increased. 

. . In foe year to foe end of April 1991, 
foe company suffered a pre-tax loss of 
£6.1 million ($9.15 million) and in 
the 12 month-period to April 30 last 
year, losses had climbed to £26.3 mil- 
lion ($39.5 million). 
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home a few curse words. 

2. Funny great-grandfather says he la noL really old. but 
when he was a boy. birds had leather wings. 

3. Campus caretaker complains about unknown ballas 
peeling in college clock tower. 

4. Student rati grammar class and says, "It surely ain’t the 
fondeat thing I'm of." 
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SPORT ANYWN SW ONA WRECRART 
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CAXAUBY BPKr — By K.C Doyle 
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BARCELONA, Spain (R) — Obese 
people who go on eating binges are 
more likely to have suffered trauma 
like physical or sexual abuse than 
other overweight individuals, resear- 
chers said. 

A study of obese women presented 
at an international gathering of obesity 
experts in Barcelona showed that 41 
per cent of binge' eaiers tested had 
undergone traumatic experiences, 
against 14 per cent of other obese 
women. 

The study, carried out at foe Eating 
Disorder Centre in Garda, Italy, com- 
pared the histories of 64 obese 
women, 29 of whom bad binge eating 
disorder. 

“In foe binge eating disorder 
patients, we found a significant num- 
ber had a history of trauma, of physi- 
cal abuse above all,"* study author 
Patricia Todisco told Reuters at foe 7th 


European Congress on Obesity. 

Binge eating disorder is charac- 
terised by recurrent episodes of eating 
an unusually large amount of food in a 
short time, without foe compensatory 
behaviours of bulimia — vomiting, 
purging, fasting and excessive exer- 
cise. 

The patients who had suffered trau- 
ma were also more likely to feel a 
sense of disassociafion with their sur- 
roundings or a loss of control when 
they were binge eating. 

'They eat very quickly and don’t 
taste foe food," Dr. Todisco said. 
“They eat everything they find around 
foem...A normal person could not eat 
this way." 

She said other studies had found that 
anorexic binge eaters were also more 
likely to have a history of trauma than 
other anorexics. 

The experiences that could lead to a 


pattern of binge eating include batte^r 
ing. sex abuse or loss of a loved one. 
the study showed. 

“Our data show that trauma and dis- 
sociative experiences may play an 
important role in foe development of 
binge eating disorder," it concluded. 

The finding was important for treat- 
ing obese patients with binging prob- 
lems because they would be likely to 
respond to behaviour modification 
that did not impose a restrictive diet, 
which has been shown to encourage 
binging, foe researchers said. 

“Our data emphasise the importance 
of systematically screening both the 
presence of trauma and dissociative 
symptoms in obese patients, especial- 
ly those with binge eating disorder, as 
they may have consequences to the 
planning of treatment," Dr. Riccardn 
Dalle Grave, another of the study's 
authors, said. 
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Women’s health activists 


demand genetic privacy 


WASHINGTON (R) — An Jncenoa-, 
tional coalition of women's and health 


groups urged governments to enact 
policies to protect “genetic privacy," 
so people did not face discrimination 
because of their genetic makeup. 

They said they were concerned 
about losing medical insurance if they 
had certain genes predisposing them to 
certain diseases or being sidetracked 
professionally if employers got hold of 
genetic information. 

In foe United States, several law- 
makers have introduced bills to deal 
with some of these issues, particularly 
access to health insurance, but none 
has become law. 

The activists were represented at a 
news conference in Washington spon- 
sored by foe Foundation on Economic 


Trends, which is campaigning against 
biotechnology companies’ ability to 
patent genes. Joining them were some 
women who have taken foe test to see 
if they have the BRCA1 gene, linked 
to breast and ovarian cancer. 

“Human genes are not for sale or 
profit,” said noted feminist activist 
and breast cancer survivor Bella 
Abzug. 

“Legislation must be enacted that 
specifically protects foe privacy and 
confidentiality of a patient's medical 
record and bars discrimination against 
any individual who undeigoes genetic 
testing," said Ms. Abzug, a former 
U.S. congresswoman. 

Foundation President Jeremy Rifkin 
said in an interview foe gathering rep- 
resented foe “birth of foe genetic rights 


‘Antibiotics may treat gum disease’ 


WASHINGTON fR) — People with 
gum disease may be able to use antibi- 
otics to avoid surgery and tooth 
extraction, according to a new study 
released Monday. 

The research, backed by foe Natio- 
nal Institute of Dental Health, found 
that scaling and deep cleaning of foe 
teeth and gums, combined with short- 
term antibiotics, dramatically reduced 
foe need for gum surgery and extrac- 
tions. 

The drug treatment also spared 690 
of foe 783 teeth originally recom- 
mended for surgery or extraction, 
according to the research carried out at 
the University of Michigan School of 


Dentistry and foe University of De- 
roit/Mercy School of Dentistry. 

Periodontal surgery usually entails 
lifting back foe gums, removing the 
hardened plaque buildup, and then 
stitching the gums back in place. It is 
painful and expensive. 

Ninety patients with advanced gum 
disease were studied. 

They were divided into three groups 
— one receiving foe antibiotic Metro- 
nidazole, one receiving Doxycycline 
and one receiving an oral placebo. 

Depending on the severity and 
extent of their gum disease, patients 
could receive up to five rounds of 
treatment, two oral and three local 


applications of foe drug. Once they 
improved, they were put on a mainte- 
nance programme with cleanings 
every three months. 

Only two patients did not respond to 
treatment, but they had extreme peri- 
odontal conditions and had faced 
extraction of all their teeth. Overall, 
foe treatment reduced foe need for 
surgery by 93 per cent A follow-up 
after one year showed that the benefits 
from the drug treatment had contin- 
ued, foe study found. 

The study was reported in foe May 
issue of foe Journal of Oral 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


A community is like a ship: everyone ought to be pre- 
pared to take foe helm. 

— Henrik Ibsen, Norwegian dramatist and Doet 

(1828-1906) ^ 


No one is such a liar as foe indignant man. 

— Friedrich Nietzsche, German philospher (1844- 
1900) 


The life of the nation is secure only while foe nation is 
honest, truthful, and virtuous. 

— Frederick Douglass (C. 1817-1895) 


Never lose your temper with foe press or foe public is a 
major rale of political life. 

(188(?HJ58) Christabe! Pankhlirst 7 English suffragist 


The only joy in foe world is to begin.. 

— Cesare Pavese, Italian novelist (1908-1950) 

Culture is on foe horns of this dilemma: If profound and 
noble it must remain rare, if common it must become 
mean. 

(1868^zT Santayana ’ s P anis h-born philosopher 


As scarce as truth is, the supply is always greater than 
me demand. 

— “Josh Billings” (Henry Wheeler Shaw) 
American author (1818-1885). h 


Surgery.^ 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


Sibe ^^ 161 barTCD resi0ns m Northem Russia and 


2. Jacob. 

3. Bowls. 


4”: h b ot of one solfer obst ™* 


5. A period of play during a polo match. 

6 . C. a cat-like animal. 
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movement? 

He said ''women should “have the 
option q£. taking genetic screening 
tests without having to worry about 
losing privacy, insurance or employ- 
ment 

Ihe BRCA1 gene, one of two so far 
linked to breast and ovarian cancer, 
has posed particular problems in med- 
ical ethics. Women carrying a muta- 
tion of foe gene have an 85 per cent 
chance of developing breast cancer, 
but scientists do not know what sets 
apart the 15 per cent that do not * 

Nor is there a proven way of avoid- 
ing or preventing breast cancer. 

Not all women's groups oppej^f 
patenting genes. Some believe it w ii 
help bring more money in for research 
and possible cures. 
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9 xjordanian population will be 
^.7m in 1996, U.N. repori says 
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, AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
‘population will reach 12 
/million by the year 2025, 
predicts the United Nations 
population Fund i UNFPA) in 
its 1996 State of World 
population Report released 
Wednesday. 

According to the report, 
Jordan's population by (he 
end of 1996 will stand at 5.7 
million, with 72 per cent 
residing in the country's 
urban areas, well above the 
regional average of 66 per 

cent. 

The Kingdom's average 
narural population growth 
rate, one of the highest in the 
world, is estimated at 3.3 per 
cent for the years 1 995-2000. 
with urban population growth 
surpassing that figure at 4.1 
per cent. Only Syria, Yemen, 
and Oman wilt exceed 
Jordan's urban growth. 

These were some of the 
startling revelations of 
Jordan's and the world's 
population disclosed in the 
.■>pon, entitled. "Changing 
Places: Population, 

Development and the Urban 
Future.” ' 

'Hie release of the repori 
was accompanied in Jordan 
by a ceremony attended by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina, who called the report 
"of paramount importance as 
it monitors developments in 


the civilised world where, 
although civilisation 
contributes to meeting the 
requirements of growth and 
progress, it creates major 
problems that prevent the 
achievement of sustainable 
and balanced development." 

. "It also impedes attempts 
to improve the quality of life 
and triggers social conflicts, 
adversely affecting the 
environment," she said. 

The report introduced the 
question of whether 
increasing urbanisation will 
improve the lives of Lhe 
world's citizens, or will it 
bring increasing human 
misery? 

According to the report, 
1.7 billion people in 
developing countries live in 
urban areas. They constitute 
half of the -world's urban 
population, and nearly half of 
them do not have the means 
to meet their basic needs. 

Nearly ail urban 
population increase will be in 
Today's developing counties, 
the report says. They will 
account for 92.9 per cent of a 
2.06 billion increase in the 
global urban population 
between 1970 and 2020. 

The UNFPA attributes this 
burst in urban population 
among developing countries 
to migration from rural to 
urban areas. The report states 


that migration accounts for 
"some 40 per cent' of urban 
growth." i 

At the same time, reports 
UNFPA; rural populations are 
becomirig more involved in 
meeting urban needs, 
responding to urban 
priorities, and capitalising on 
the opportunities that cities 
present. . 

Rural, populations, it said, 
are becoming urbanised 
themselves in their daily 
lives, their expectations, 
their socfal organisation and 
value systems. 

The (agency, has also 
begun to. study trends in 
women's migration patterns 
and reptrts that women tend 
to migrate as much as men, 
but travel a rougher road. 

Acc«rding to UNFPA, 
women nigrate between the 
ages of 5 and 24 or 50 and 
late 60s. Older women are 
looking i>r security, and tend 
to be widows or divorcess. 
Younger women tend to be 
job scan hing. It reports that 
young u omen migrants may 
also be t xpressing increasing 
indepenc snee in choosing a 
husband. 

A th rd to one half of 
woment migrants find jobs in 
domestic or personal service, 
sales or are employed by 
others. L :ss than one quarter 
of them a e employed in blue 
or white c oilar. formal jobs. 


War crime sleuths lapnch 
Srebrenica investigations 
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KONJEVICI,. Bosnia (R) — 
A team of six international 
war crimes investigators be- 
gan examining the surface of 
^n overgrown filed in eastern 
Bosnia on Wednesday, in the 
hunt for clues to help convict 
indicted war criminals. 

The team is trying to find 
evidence for the prosecutions 
of Bosnian Serbs allegedly 
involved in the 1995 massacre 
of at least 3,000 unarmed 
Muslim men from Srebreni- 
ca, a U-N.-decIared “saw.‘ :; 
area/” 

In the field several metres-’ 

• below Ruad-level, four of the 
sleuths began picking 
through the tall weeds and 
grass, while one used a metal 
probe designed to detect hu- 
man remains. 

Thickly wooded slopes to- 
wered over the site and 25 
U.S. peace Implementation 
Force (IFOR) troops stood 
guard in the breezing drizzle. 

An IFOR spokesman told 
watching reporters that army 
>pgineers had checked the 
,ite earlier in the day, sear- 
ching for mines and booby 
traps. 

“We want to make perfect- 
ly sure the area is safe for 
diem to work,” he said. 

The investigating team in- 
dudes three Americans, one 
Frenchman, a Briton and a 
Pakistani. All declined to be 
named or to specify their 
jobs, alrhough at least some 
are believed to be forensic 
experts. 

The site is about 25 


kilometres north-west of 
Srebrenica — the Muslim en- 
clave under the “protection” 
of U.N. peacekeeping troops 
that Bosnian Serb forces 
overran last July in an offen- 
sive that sparked internation- 
al outrage. 

Apart from the 3,000 Mus- 
lims believed massacred after 
surrendering to the Bosnian 
Serbs, thousands of others 
are still missing, their fate 
unknown. 

The field under investiga- 
tion lies on the route many 
Muslims used to flee the 
onslaught. 

The bombed-out remains 
of Muslim villages and settle- 
ments dot the surrounding 
hills that are covered in 
forests where the Muslims 
tried to hide. 

The dues the six investiga- 
tors were seeking could prove 
crucial in supporting the ver- 
bal evidence from survivors 
who are due to testify in the 
war crimes tribunal in the 
Hague. 

Those indicted for involve- 
ment in the Srebrenica mas- 
sacres include Bosnian Serf) 
leader Radovan Karadzic. 

Bosnian Serb leaders have 
been split by international 
pressure for the ouster of 
Karadzic, Bosnian Serb 
sources said. 

Senior envoys of the Bos- 
nian Serb government met 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic in Belgrade on 
Monday and Tuesday to dis- 
cuss Mr. Karadzic's future 


but failed a agree. 

The Un ted States has 
threatened ;o reimpose eco- 
nomic san : lions on rump 
Yugoslavia unless Mr. 
Milosevic pxtradites Mr. 
Karadzic ait I Bosnian Serb 
army commander General 
Ratko Mladic : for trial by the 
U.N. WarCn mes Tribunal in 
the Hague. I 

The source; said the Bos- 
nian Serb lea| ership and Mr. 
Milosevic disussed whether 
Mr. KaradzS* should step 
down unconditionally'—' « 
demanded by the Bosnian 
Peace agreement — or 
whether string should be 
attacked to his removal. 

Despite thkir disagree- 
ment, there wis no sign the 
Bosnian Serbs vere ready to 
compromise or their refasal 
to surrender either Mr. 
Karadzic or Gtn. Mladic to 
the U.N. court. 

Thh West believes that get- 
ting Mr. Karatlzic to the 
Hague is the oitdy way of 
guaranteeing that he will be 
unable to continue: undermin- 
ing the peace t> recess and 
Bosnian election^ in Septem- 
ber. 

Bosnian Serb Sources said 
“vice-president" Nikola Kol- 
jevic favoured Mrl Karadzic's 
removal from office. 

Hardliners Biljana Plavsic, 
another "vice-pres ident" to 
whom Mr. Karadzic has 
ceded some of his I authority, 
and “parliament speaker” 
Momcilo Krajisnik opposed 
his unconditional resignation. 


Iraq ’has not set any conditions’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
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that the U.N. would adopt 
towards food and medicine 
exports to Iraq, and we have 
-pot heard of any political 
" \ demand from Baghdad in this 
context,” be added. 

Adnan Qudsi, president of 

■ the Federation of Iraqi 

• Chambers of Commerce and 
: Industry, was quoted as 
, saying in the local media that 

Iraqi importers would focus 

• more on Jordanian sources, 
! He said he expected a con- 
! sidcrablc increase in Jorda- 

man exports to Iraq once 
( Iraqi oil starts flowing, prob- 
! ably in July, after arrange- 
; ments are finalised under the 
; deal reached with the U.N. 
Jordan gets all its oil needs 

■ — about 70,000 barrels of 
I crude and fuel oil — trucked 
| overland from Iraq. Part of 
1 the oil bill is settled by Jorda- 

• nian exports of food and 
! medicine under an official 
; protocol. 

The Kingdom’s imports of 

• oil and exports of food and 
! medicine to Iraq under an 
; official protocol are not co- 

f -Tjsred by the Iraq-U.N. deal. 
fV* » Mr. Dajani said the Am- 
j . man Chamber of Industry ex- 
! peered the bulk of Iraqi im- 
; ports from Jordan, which will 

• be paid for from the proceeds 
of the deal with the U.N. 
come from the Kingdom's 

: ; private sector. 


“The Jordanian and Iraqi 
private sectors have always 
maintained very good rela- 
tions that are not hampered 
by any political develop- 
ment,” commented Mr. Da- 
jani. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said Tuesday Baghdad should 
have accepted the oil-for- 
food deal two years ago. 

“We are comfortable with 
the acceptance of the United 

Nations resolution,” King 
Hussein told a visiting de- 
legation of representatives 
from the Arab League. 

“Finally, the decision was 
taken by the (Iraqi) lead- 
ership although it could have 
been taken two years ago to 
ease the suffering of the peo- 
ple,” the King said. 

Jordan ian-Iraqi political- 
relations took a plunge since 
August when the Kingdom 
gave shelter to defectors Hus- 
sein Kamel and Saddam 
Kamel and their wives, both 
daughters of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. ■ 

The Kingdom, expressing 
concern over the mounting 
suffering of the Iraqi peopl* 
under the sweeping interna- 
tional sanctions imposed 
against their country since 
August 1990, also stepped its 
criticism of the policies of the 

Baghdad government. 


Jordan called for changes 
in Iraq to be brought about 
by Iraqis themselvesbut firm- 
ly opposed any threat to the 
territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of the country. 

Relations turned^ worse 
when defectors Hussein 
Kamel and Saddam \ Kamel 
returned home in February 
under a presidential pardon 
but were killed, along with 
other family members, 
according to official IrAqi re- 
ports, by their clan. . | 

Since then Jordan has 
allowed the Iraqi National 
Accord, an exile gjroup 
opposed to the regime, to 
open an office here andj also 
gave shelter to Nizar Khazra- 
ji, a former chief of staff of 
the Iraqi anny, who flea his 
country in March. ; 

Jordan protested strongly 
when at least six Jordanij&ns 
were lulled in March ^nd 
April in suspicious circumst- 
ances in- Iraq and recalledWts 
ambassador from Baghdatt. 

The envoy, Bassam Qaq- 
ish, has since returned to tine 
Iraqi capital. In a meetiig 
with Mr. Qaqish two weeks 
ago, Iraqi Parliament Speak- 
er Sadoun Hammadi was; 
quoted as saying Baghdad 
wanted to improve its rela^ 
dons with Amman. 

Jordan is also the base ol 
an American air force unis 
flying reconaissance missions 
over southern Iraq for a two] 
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Young Jordanians, affected by terror in 
Lebanon, assess future of peace with Israel 


By Alia Ibukan 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — It has been 
said that peace between 
Arabs and Israelis should 
be fostered among the 
younger generations. More 
than four weeks after the 
end of the Israeli attacks on 
Lebanon, however, it 
appears that the latest flare- 
up in the Middle East has 
left a significant impact on 
Jordanian youths' percep- 
tions of Israelis, as well as 
peace between Jordan and 
Israel. 

The scale of the assault on 

Lebanon, the killin g of 
Lebanese civilians, the 
Cana massacre, and Israel’s 
refusal to take blame for the 
carnage have left a pro- 
found negative impact on 
the younger generation of 
Jordanians that will be dif- 
ficult to reverse, say ana- 
lysts. 

The depth of feelings held 
by the younger generation 
must not be under-estimat- 
ed. according to Sociology 
Professor Musa Shtewi of 
the University of Jordan. 
“Over 70 per cent of the 
Jordanians are under the 
age of 30, and they will be 
the ones who will eventual- 
ly make or break peace with 
Israel” he said. 

“I will never forgive 
(Israel) or forget what hap- 
pened in Lebanon," main- 
tained Dana Annab. a 17- 
year-old student from the 
New English School. 
“What the Israelis did in 
Lebanon was pure terror- 


ism. There is absolutely no 
way I can understand it,” 
she said. 

Sociology Professor Sari 
Nasir of the University of 
Jordan said that what is 
becoming apparent is a 
hardening of attitudes 
towards Israelis by Jordani- 
ans in general, and particu- 
larly the younger genera- 
tion, who witnessed Israel’s 
latest ^discriminate vio- 
lence against Arab civil- 
ians. 

“What affected me most 
about Lebanon was the fact 
that those killed by the 
Israelis were predominantly 
civilians and innocent chil- 
dren,” said Maisa Issa, a 
19-year-old employee at the 
University of Jordan. “Iam 
still for peace between Jor- 
dan and Israel, but what 
happened in Lebanon 
added to my. animosity and 
bitterness towards the 
Israelis,” she added 

Following the signing of 
the peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel in Octo- 
ber 1994, Jordanians want- 
ed to see a “new” Israel that 
genuinely sought peace 
with Arabs, ssixci Dr. Shtewi. 
“But after the attacks on 
Lebanon, this ‘new* image 
was shattered Israeli 
actions were viewed as 
belonging to the pre-peace 
era,” he explained. 

Fans Breizat, a 24 year- 
old student at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan, asserted that 
over the past year, in partic- 
ular, he was beginning to 
feel some seriousness on 
the part of Israel towards 
peace with Arabs. “But 


since Lebanon.” he said, 
“my view has been that, for 
the Israelis, die issue is not 
about peace, but about 
domination.” 

Soon after the Israeli 
assault on Lebanon began, 
prior to the Cana massacre. 
Dr. Shtewi asked more than 
100 students i f they thought 
that Israel was sincere in its 
peace with Jordan. Only 18 
per cent said y f es. 

Dr. Shtewi attributed the 
response to die perception 
that Israel disregarded Jor- 
danian public opinion and 
reaction to the attacks on 
Lebanon. He doubts ibar 
there has been much 
change in that attitude 
since. 

The fear is that this gener- 
ation is harbouring feelings 
of anger and bitterness 
towards Israel - much like 
sentiments previously 
expressed by their parents. 
“Younger Jordnnians have 
two minds about peace with 
Israel - one reflecting the 
views expressed by their 
parents, and the other 
reflecting the new reality 
being dictated by the peace 
process,” said Dr. Nasir. 
“After Lebanon, especially, 
these people stnrted to feel 
that the two differing view- 
points cannot be reconciled, 
and that their parents views 
were right,” he explained. 

The dilemnrai, affirmed 
Dr. Shtewi, is that “the feel- 
ings that prevailed during 
the recent crisis are still 
unchanged because no 
efforts have been made on 
the Israeli side to change 
them.” The closure of the 


West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
he added, is still in effect, 
which also fuels anti-Israeli 
feeling among people. 

Publisher and columnist 
Rami Khouri said that if 
Israel takes positive initia- 
tives towards Arabs in gen- 
eral, and the Palestinians in 
particular, then the prevail- 
ing perceptions of Israel 
and the peace process will 
start to improve among the 
younger generation of Jor- 
danians. 

He added, however, that 
this generation is unlikely 
to forgive Israel, or to for- 
get the recern events. 
“Lebanon has left a residue 
of negative feelings against 
Israel that will not neces- 
sarily be overcome," be 
said. 

A recent poll conducted 
by the Journalism Depart- 
ment at the Yarmouk Uni- 
versity, however, has found 
that 78 per cent of Jordani- 
ans support peace between 
Arabs and Israelis, while 63 
per cent of those polled 
think that relations between 
Jordan and Israel will 
develop and improve 
should Labour win the 
Israeli elections. These sta- 
tistics suggest that peoples' 
perceptions regarding the 
peace process have not 
been permanently affected 
by the attacks on Lebanon. 

Indeed a young Jordanian 
businessman said that his 
views had not been altered 
by the recent events in 
Lebanon. “I have already 
forgotten what happened, 
and I have not changed my 
opinions regarding the 


Israelis, or peace with 
them,” he told the Jordan 
Times, requesting 

anonymity. 

The recent events are not 
necessarily a permanent 
setback. “If things change 
on the ground and Israel 
shows better intentions 
through its actions, then the 
younger generation will 
stan to feel better about 
Israelis and the peace 
process,” maintained Dr. 
Shtewi. 

Dr. Nasir contended that 
it is difficult to predict how 
lasting the latest impres- 
sions will be on young Jor- 
danians. “Lebanon will be 
difficult to get over, but the 
damage may not necessari- 
ly be permanent,” he said. 

In the meantime, howev- 
er, the analysts agree that 
Jordanian youths will con- 
tinue to assess their percep- 
tions of Israelis and the 
peace process following the 
recent events in Lebanon. 

"I never believed in peace 
between Israelis and Arabs, 
but with time, I learnt to 
accept it,” affirmed Lailh 
Masri, an IS year-old from 
the New English School. 

And how does be view 
peace with Israel now? 

“An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth," he said 
after a long pause. “I am 
not saying we should com- 
mit the same violent acts 
against them, but 1 think we 
should let them know 
exactly how we feel about 
their behaviour and the 
peace process.” 


Peres won premiership - exit polls 


(Continued 

at headquarters of Likud in 
Tel Aviv. 

Pizza parlours offered 
freebies to diners who cor- 
rectly predicted the outcome, 
and many Israelis spent their 
day ‘ off -in shopping malls. . 
restaurants and at beaches 
after' casting their votes. 

Still, many voters said they 
did not make the decision 
lightly. 

“People know it’s a critical 
‘moment for the country.” 
said Mayil Danovich, casting 
her vote for Mr. Peres in 
Jerusalem’s heavily pro- 
Netanyahu Mahane Yehuda 
neigh bourhood. 

Mr. Netanyahu's militancy 
frightened her. she said. A 
Likud supporter walked by 
the Labour Party campaign 
desk Ms. Danovich was staf- 
fing and shouted, “shame on 
you Peres is an Arab.” 

“My vote will influence the 
world,” Ms. Danovich said, 
unfazed. “But it is for Israel 
first” 

The change in Israel's rela- 
tions with the Arabs since 
Labour returned to power in 
1992 has been so fast-paced 
that some Israelis believe it is 
time to slow down and reas- 
sess. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 


om page 1) 

stole a starring role in the 
Israeli elections after coming 
out dearly in favour of Mr. 
Peres. 

Mr. Clinton said on the eve 
of polling that Israeli voters 
“have to make the! decision 
whether they warn to pursue 
the peace process or not.” 
dearly indicating that a vote 
for Mr. Netanyahu and his 
nationalist camp would end 
the process. 

The intervention was the 
topic of polling station com- 
ments by both candidates, 
with Mr. Netanyahu choosing 
not to publicly confront the 
powerful American ally. 

"I interpret the statement 
of President Clinton as a call 
to support the peace camp, 
that is to say the right-wing 
which I lead," Mr., Netany- 
ahu said. 

"My policy will be to pur- 
sue the peace process, to ask 
for mutual respect and redp- 
rodty," he said. “I think that 
all our interlocutors in the 
Arab World can be our part- 
ners for peace on this basis." 

Mr. Peres, who lias re- 
ceived numerous expressions 
of strong support from the 
U.S. leader in the run-up to 
the elections, responded 
modestly, calling Mr. Clin- 


ton “a great man, domestical- 
ly and internationally." 

Leading right-wing hard- 
liner Ariet Sharon accused 
the United States of' dealing 
with Israel as if it were a 
"banana republic" by back- 
ing Mr. Peres. 

’ “President- Clinton has re- 
sorted to coarse and insulting 
interference in the internal 
affairs of Israel, making it 
look like a banana republic," 
charged Mr. Sharon, a key 
Likud figure and former. de- 
fence minister. H 

“ The Am erican president 
is promising aid to Israel if its 
residents vote for what he 
wrongly calls the peace 
camp." he said. -“We must 
reject with contempt this un- 
precedented interference." 

The campaign and election 
day itself were overshadowed 
by the threat of violence. 
Militants, who set off four 
suicide bombings this spring 
in hopes of wrecking Mideast 
peacemaking, threatened 
more attacks before the vote. 

Troop reinforcements were 
sent to roadblocks to enforce 
a blockade of the West Bank 
and Gaza, and 26,000 police 
and soldiers — triple the 
number normally on patrol 
— were deployed throughout 
Israel. 


Israel's secret service re- 
ceived fresh warnings over 
the past 24 hours that Jewish 
extremists planned to harm 
Mr. Peres. As a result, the 
prime minister cancelled 
some appearances election 
day Wednesday and in- 
creased his bodyguard detail. 

Mr. Peres’ predecessor. 
Yitzhak Rabin, was assassin- 
ated in November by a right- 
wing Israeli opposed to the 
government’s policy of trad- 
ing land for peace with the 
Arabs. 

Mrs. Rabin’s widow, Leah, 
urged Israeli voters Wednes- 
day to keep the peace process 
alive. “We have to continue 
his* legacy and I hope we 


should win the election." 
Mrs. Rabin said. “If we 
don’t, then the murderer has 
won and we don't 'want him 
to win." 

The Arab League hailed as 
a vote for peace the elections. 

“The Israeli have chosen to 
continue the peace process,” 
said Said Kamal, the league's 
deputy secretary general for 
Palestinian affairs. 

“Now the peace process 
begun in Madrid (in 1991) 
must continue on the basis of 
land-for-peace, as well as on 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 
calling for Israel’s withdrawal 
from all Arab territory occu- 
pied in 1967," Mr. Kamal 
told AFP. 


Hariri assails Hizbollah 


(Continued from page 1) 


Tension with Iran 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi has acknowledged ten- 
sion between Beirut and 
Tehran over the handling of 
foreign aid to rebuild the 
damage caused by Israel in 
Lebanon, according to an in- 
terview published Wednes- 
day. 

“It is inconceivable for 
Lebanon to be lenient on this 
issue," Mr. Hrawi told A1 
Nahar daily, in reference to a 
recent cabinet decision that 
aJI foreign aid to Lebanon 


should be channelled through 
state agencies only. 

‘There are 12 difference 
religious communities in 
Lebanon. If each one relied 
on a foreign nation, ours 
would not be a country but a 
farm," Mr. Hrawi said. 

Mr. Hrawi also voiced his 
“displeasure" with the visits 
to Lebanon by Iranian Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Kazem Al Khonsari and 
his meetings with “various 
factions including (Muslim) 
fundamentalist groups." 


Moves pick up speed 


month period as part of U.N. 
resolutions adopted after the 
war over Kuwait. 

Despite political differ- 
ences with Iraq, Jordan main- 
tained its economic ties with 
its eastern neighbour. It con- 
tinued to receive Iraqi oil and 
supply food and medicine in 
partial settlement of the oil 
bill. 

However, citing pressures 
on the foreign currency re- 
serves of the Kingdom, the 
government has reduced the 
amount of exports to Iraq 
covered under the official 
trade protocol to around $220 
million in 1996 from around 
5400 million in 1995. 

The reduction is mostly ap- 
plicable to products that do 
not originate in Jordan such 
as vegetable oil, which used 
to be imported and paid for 
from Jordanian reserves, re- 
packed and exported to Iraq. 

Commentators in the local 
media have been complaining 
that the reduction of exports 
to Iraq was a mistake, given 
that the Iraqi government 
subsequently signed the oil- 
f or- food agreement, which 
allows for immediate pay- 
ment for Iraq's food and 
medicine imports under Un- 
ited Nations supervision. 

In a column in the Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily on Wednesday, 
Dr. Fahed Fanek, said de- 
spite everything Jordan stood 
to benefit from the Iraq-UN 
deal since rhe Kingdom did 
not cut off economic relations 
with Baghdad even at the 


height of political difference. 

"From a purely economic 
point of view, my evaluation 
of the (Kabariti) government 
is positive; not because it has 
done much in the economic 
field, but because what it did 
nor do what we accused it of 
wanting to do," Dr. Fanek 
wrote under the headline 
“Economic accomplishments 
in 100 days" — a reference to 
the time in office so far of the 
Kabariti government. 

“It did not break our 
brotherly relations with Iraq 
and it did not seek to exairer- 
bate tensions with Iraq," Dr. 
-Fanek wrote. Economic rela- 
tions with Iraq continued to 
be normal, with the con- 
tinued flow of Jordanian pro- 
ducts to the Iraqi market aind 
Iraqi oil to Jordan at half lhe 
international price, he noted. 

“Had the government sac- 
rificed Jordan’s relations with 
Iraq, it would have sacrificed 
the real interests of Jordan 
for unrealistic aspiratioris," 
the usually well-informed 
economist wrote. 

Jordanian official say 
strictly economic reasons 
were behind reducing the 
volume of the official trade 
protocol with Iraq. They 
point out that exports to Iraq 
far exceeded the cost of oil 
that Iraq supplied to Jordan 
and, as a result, accummulat- 
ing debts of Iraq were getting 
too heavy for Jordan to 
shoulder. 

According to officials, 
Iraq’s debts to Jordan. 


accummulated over the years 
during which Baghdad paid 
partially in oil for Jordanian 
exports, now stand at 
aroaund 51.3 billion. 

The officials explain that 
Jordan could not continue to 
pay from its foreign exchange 
reserves for imports for the 
Iraqi market siince the King- 
dom itself was seeking to 
increase its reserves to meet 
with an Intern sitional Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) required 
level. 

Furthermor e:. Jordan also 
wants itself to ■ be in a position 
to be able to i meet the even- 
tuality of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
issuing its own currency, 
leading to demands on the 
Kingdom’s t reasuiy to re- 
deem the Jordanian dinars in 
circulation in the Palestinian 
territories. I 


plant is the world's largest, 
and U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Peny has repeatedly 
warned thau a military strike 
is an option to stop it from- 
operating! 

"After |t:his testimony by 
President | Mubarak. I don't 
expect that anybody will raise 
the issue ajjain.” Col. Qadha- 
fi said. ; 

Mr. Mubarak has re- 
portedly urged Col. Qadhafi 
to allow international inspec- 


(Continued from page )) 

Hafez Al Assad would visit 
Egypt soon as pan of a drive ' 
to strengthen Arab solidarity. 

“We are making a huge 
effort to restore Arab solidar- 
ity and for this we are in 
contact with the Gulf coun- 
tries and North African states 
as well as the Syrian presi- 
dent who will visit Egypt 
soon," Mr. Mubarak told a 
joint press conference with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi. 

Mr. Mubarak said he 
hoped his efforts would lead 
to “something concrete," 
without giving farther details. 

Sultan Qaboos of Oman is 
to visit Egypt on June 10, the 
Egyptian news agency 


tors to visit the site, which 
Libya says is part of an irriga- 
tion project bringing water 
from aquifers in the south to 
cities on the Mediterranean 
coast. 

The United Stares said 
meanwhile it is encouraged 
by reports that Col. Qadhafi 
assured Egypt he would not 
proceed with construction of 
the underground chemical 
weapons plant. 

“All right. I'm not going' to 


MENA said Tuesday. 

According to the Egyptian 
press, the presidents of Leba- 
non and the United Arab 
Emirates, Elias Hrawi and 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Na- 
hyan, will also visit Cairo in 
June, after the three-way 
summit 

Iraq meanwhile called for 
an Arab summit aimed at 
winning an end to U.N. sanc- 
tions against Iraq. Libya and 
Sudan. 

“The next Arab summit 
should debate the lifting of 
the embargo on Iraq, Libya 
and Sudan and reject the 
principle of imposing econo- 
mic sanctions on people or 
normalising ties with the 
Israeli enemy," the official 
Al Thawra newspaper said. 


do it," Mr. Mubarak quoted 
Col. Qadhafi as telling him 
during talks Sunday and 
Monday in Cairo, according 
to the Washington Times. 

Pentagon spokesman Ken- 
neth Bacon said Mr. Mubar- 
ak had not briefed the United 
States on his talks with Col. 
Qadhafi. 

“Based on that report.- 
obviously we’re happy to 
read that Mr. Qadhafi says 
that he doesn’t plan to go 
ahead with the chemical facil-. 
ity. We think that’s the right 
decision, and we hope that 
his actions meet his words." 
Mr. Bacon said. 


-L 

Libya jto expel Palestinians 
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Iraq's sanctions-hit economy 
creaks under reforms 


BAGHDAD (R) — Tough 
anti-inflationary policies 
have almost crippled Iraq's 
economy, already devastated 
by nearly six years of U.N. 
trade sanctions, the governor 
of Iraq's central bank said 
Tuesday. 

Isam Hweish said Iraq, 
once in the grip of hyperin- 
flation. now suffered from 
economic stagnation, caus- 
ing unemployment and lower 
productivity. 

He said the current eco- 
nomic ills began when Iraq 
decided late last year to wage 
a war against inflation. The 
decision to enter talks with 
the United Nations on starl- 
ing limited oil sales early 
this year also played a role, 
he added. 

"Following the decision 
to enter talks (on oil) a new 
state of stagnation took 
ptacc which...has crippled 
Iraq's economy." Mr. Hweish 
told Reuters in the first in- 
terview with a foreign re- 
porter by a central bank gov- 
ernor since the 1990 crisis 
over Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Hweish said current 
economic reforms were in a 
way similar to those the 
international Monetary Fund 
(IMF) attaches to its loans 
along with their painful con- 
sequences. 

He said despite sanctions 


the state was trying to trim 
its huge obligations. To re- 
form the economy, he said, 
Iraqi planners needed to 
prune the bloated state sec- 
tor. 

To combat inflation, 
which Mr. Hweish said 
reached 6S.000 per cent at 
the end of 1995. the gov- 
ernment launched a series of 
reforms last December. These 
slashed subsidies and set new 
cosumer prices which took 
account of costs and profits. 

"To withdraw excess 
money from circulation there 

must be a price for the ser- 
vices which previously were 
almost free." Mr. Hweish 

said. "Also subsidies have to 
be lowered to the minimum 
possible." he added. 

The government is pursu- 
ing its reforms despite the 
hardship they cause. Taxes 
have soared and rates for ser- 
vices such as electricity, wa- 
ter. post, telephones have 
gone up to levels which 
many low-income people 
find difficult to afford. 

Mr. Hweish described the 
economic picture in Iraq as 
"foggy" over the past six 
years and hoped the country's 
oil-for-food deal with the U. 
N. would add "some clarifica- 
tion. ” 

Iraq last week accepted 
U.N. terms to sell oil worth 
$2 billion in six months to 


pay for urgent humanitarian 
needs. 

The oil calks and govern- 
ment curbs on " the money 
supply have sent the dinar 
currency oin a roller-coaster 
ride. Traders.* businessmen, 
and factory owners have put 
. up their shutters. Only those 
dealing in essentials like 
foodstuffs are still active. 

Since January the dinar 
has been hovering between 
450 to about 1,000 to the 
U.S. dollar. It was 3,000 to 
the dollar prior to oil talks. 

"Iraq is now passing 
through the most difficult 
economic circumstances." 
Mr. Hweish said. He said the 
plan was to lessen the depen- 
dence on government financ- 
ing and rely more on the pri- 
vate sector which he ex- 
pected to play a leading role 
in Iraq's economy in the fu- 
ture. 

The government is sell- 
ing factories, property, ve- 
hicles, machinery and farms 
to the public. Bui Mr. 
Hweish said its involvement 
in the economy was still 
enormous. 

He s aid red tape and 
decades of total dependence 
on the srate were hindering 
reforms. "Iraq's economy is 
not flexible. It has been 
based on the hegemony of 
the state in all sectors for 
about forty years." he said. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Oregano or 
basil 

5 Clownish rustic 
9 Acts of 
derring-do 

14 Wings 

15 Rickey 
component 

16 Lancelot’s 
lighting clothes 

17 “—and tide..." 

18 Medicinal plant 

19 Salad maker's 


20 Jungle royalty? 

23 Aclor Beatty 

24 Plant spike 

25 Venomous 
snakes 

29 Glass container 
31 To and — 

34 Indian 

35 The worst 

36 Inter — 

37 Football team 

40 Head of France 

41 is sick 

42 Obliterate 

43 Hush-hush gp., 
once 

44 La Douce 

45 Secures with 
stickum 

46 Feminine suffix 

47 — de deux 

48 Pnvilege of 
rank? 

55 Headdress 

56 Biblical 
navigator? 

57 Seed 

59 Fairylike 

60 Fitzgerald 

61 Alleviate 

62 Apportioned 

63 Ewes' guys 

64 Sketched 

DOWN 

1 Fedora 

2 AKA Charles 
Lamb 

3 Freeway area 

4 Sudsy beverage 

5 Cutting edges 

6 Lubricated 
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7 Melville opus 

8 Rocky ridge 

9 Beauty 
treatment 

10 Misplay 

11 Prayer word 

12 Pitch 

13 Near grads: 
abbr. 

21 Empty 

22 Smallest 
amount 

25 Maxim 

26 Dull pains 

27 Encounters 

28 Directed 

29 Stringed 
instrument 

30 "How sweet — T 

31 Rose Bowl 
Parade feature 

32 Wash lightly 

33 Refuges 

35 Stiffly decorous 

36 Publicizes 

38 Ankles 

39 Tether 


l UU QQ □□□□□ !□□□□ 
POOH □□□□□ QQHQ 
□□□□ □□□□□ CJDK5EI 
Q93QDE3BQQQD |QQQQ| 
g ang QQdgH 
iBEJ BOa DQB OQDQl 

gon d de] □□□□□□! 

Ha Lj UU UD DH BElClDDD 
EaQQQQQ PDB 1 DDE 
ED3QDD bujmJBBl 

□□□□□ 

□ODD BBDQDBDOOB 
ngg g □□□□□ saga 
qqqq ggggQ i odisqi 
□agg nggnn ilaa 


44 Isolated group 

45 Turkish officers 

46 Spooky 

47 Sacred song 

48 Tessera 

49 Knife part 

50 Special person 


51 Vincemt Lopez 
theme sasng 

52 Old | 

53 Bring up 

54 Gaelic 

55 Pro — 

58 Cage for hawks 


Donors learn from 
Mexico crisis and 
expand emergency 
bailout fund 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Leading donor countries have 
agreed in principle to double 
an emergency bailout fund to 
cope with economic crises 
like the one that shook 
Mexico in December 1994, 
officials have said. 

The agreement effec- 
tively doubles the resources 
available under a current 
emergency line of credit from 
$25 billion to about $50 
billion. 

The accord, brings coun- 
tries such as Australia, 
Singapore and South Korea 
into the .group of nations 
contributing to the emer- 
gency fund -to shore up the 
international monetary sys- 
tem in the wake of the 
Mexican crisis. 

"This is a sound and pru- 
dent agreement,” Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin said' 
in a statement 

"The arrangements are 
expected to be used only in 
exceptional circumstances 
and to support lending by the 
IMF only when borrowers are 
willing to, take stronger cor- 
rective policy actions," he 
said. . • 

Under: the agreement, at 
least eleven countries will 
join the so-called Group of 
10 (G-10)<to provide the re- 
sources to.' the IMF. 


The G-10, which is actu- 
ally made up of 11 countries, 
consists of Belgium, Britain, 
Canada, France. Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United 
States. 

These countries are 
joined under the accord by 
Australia, Austria, Denmark, 
Finland, Luxemburg, 
Malaysia, Norway. 
Singapore. Spain. South 
Korea and Thailand. 

Officials said Saudi 
Arabia maintains a separate 
arrangement to provide about 
$2 billion in association 
with the bailout fund. 

The G-IO, essentially a 
club of central banks, had 
initially strongly opposed 
accepting new members for 
fear this would dilute its in- 
fluence. The new partners on 
the other hand insisted they 
should be accepted on an 
equal standing. 

The compromise agree- 
ment gives the new partners 
"rights and responsibilities 
commensurate with their 
commitments," according to 
a statement by Mario 
Draghi, the director-general 
of the Italian treasury and 
chairman of the G-10 
deputies. 


I Beautify your 
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« Vear our Jewelry » 

. j Diamonds. Emeralds. 
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Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 

fSVf} tv) THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
J P iJ 1/v P> m by Hanri Arnold and MOw Argirion 




Unscramble t Tese tour Jumbtes, 
one latter to iiacfi square, to form 
four, ordinary words. 


You lost five pounds 
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‘No matter how stressful the day gets, 
my boss always has a big smile 
on his face. It’s a tattoo.” 


WHAT 5HE PROPPED 
AT THE SWfcNKY 
BEAUTY 5FA. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


BIRCH SKIMP HAUNC^^eT™"’ 
An expensive gas guzzler becomes this — 

A CASH MACHINE 


Peanuts 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY 31, 1 996 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) First thing this morning 
handle any I long-time responsibilities which have been 
neglected arid then get into the career activities whichmean 
much to you with the assistance of interesting close menas 
who can give yen advice. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Keep that outside promise 
which you have made early today, and later this evening 
you will be able to retire to the quiet of your study and plan 
how to become 'more successful through you efforts in the 
business world.' 

GEMINI: (May- 21 to June 21) One yon get important 
career activities completed in the morning today, you will 
be able to go .put on the town this evening with those 
individuals who can be of assistance to help you gain some 
personal wish. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Keep any 
promises you have made to your mate in the morning 
today, and them later this evening you will handle those 
outside business .obligations which need quick attention 
and proper development. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take care of those home 
affairs this mqlniing, and then later tonight get into outside 
career activities which are interesting and which can be 
most profitable if they are handled correctly and by the 
book. ' ; 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Hang on to any 
situation today which can bring greater harmony between 
you and yo’ur mate. Be more practical in your business 
dealings, through the efforts of a knowledgeable individual 
who can be of ! assistance. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Someone who is 
intrigued with one of your talents should be listened to at 
this time, thereby you will pick up some helpful advice. 
Concentrate later this evening on one particular desire and 

go after it with ail enthusiasm. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You are a 
dynamic person today and you will be able to accomplish a, 
great deal if you listen to some knowledgeable person and 
also get rid of obstacles in the path of your progress, so that 
you can be quite successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
should meet >rith a bigwig today who appreciates you 
ability to handle any business situation and who can be 
quite helpful /to you. Don't stay up too late tonight, 
otherwise you could be later for important oppointments. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Be more 
concerned today with the needs of your loved ones, even if 
you- are pressured to something business oriented. This 
evening yon Should treat them nicely so that there will not 
be any disagreements. 

AQUARIU&] (January 21 to February 19) You are so 
enthused today about showing your finest capabilities to 
the right pepple who can be off assistance that not a 
moment should be wasted in doing so. Later tonight is good 
for staying £t home with your loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You may get some 
excellent ideas for your career activities today so be sure- 
you jot theiji down on a piece of paper or in a journal so 
that you do .’not forget -them, when the time comes for their 
use in the idays ahead. 


ness afiaiis separate £n» 
^o n al ones today aud 
yon can gain a long time 
wish. Get busy later 
tonight on some important 
new project which you 
were given by a bigwig, so 
make the best of this 

opportunity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Don’t enter into 
any disagreement between 
a fellow associate and an 
official early today and 
then later tonight a bigwig 
will show you how to get 
ahead faster in the career 
activities which you have 
been assigned. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Be alert today to extra 
benefits which can be 
yours, even while con- 
tmmng with your usual 
routines, and later tonight 
you get an inspired new 
thought concerning how 
to get any new projects 
completed on time. 00 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) This is 
a good day today to plan 
new entertainments, 
however be sure to stay 
within you budget so that 
you do not find yourself 
on the brink of financial 
disaster. Later tonight 
join with close friends in 
some fan activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Being with a clever 
fellow associate who can 
be of assistance today to 
help improve your status 
in life should come first 
and foremost. This even- 
ing you can consult with a- 
knowledgeable person on 
an important project. 

VIRGO: (August 22*- to 
September 22) Purchase 
today that new gadget 
which can make some im- 
portant career activities 
ahead for you much easier 
to perform. Show that you 
. are devoted to your loved 
-ones by performing some 
' heartfelt act of kindness. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don’t discuss 
that entertainment matter 
with a loved one in the 
morning today, and later 
this evening show your 
fine ability at this. You 
have the ability at this 
time to complete a new 
project as a result of in- 
formation provided. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
| November 21) It is a 
good idea to get isat a 
disagreement between a 
loved one and a fellow 
associate today, if you do 
this the whole incident will 
soon be history. Later 
tonight you can spend 
time on some special 
assignment given to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Get your time scheduled 
sensibly today so that you 
ean get career activities 
handled properly and 
visits made which are im- 
portant. This evening will 
be fine for you to go out 
on the town with your 
loved ones and have some 
fun. 

CAHUCORN: (Decern- 
her 22 to Januaigr 20) 
may have a disagreement 
with your mate today, 
however you will win out 
n you keep a cool head. 
Be more attuned to mod- 
em methods of operation 
iaier this evening and if 
you do so you will find 
some success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to Febmuy 19) Postpone 
until m the day today 
those talks with your 
loved ones, since the 
morning would only bring 
dissension. After lunch 
and later this evening 
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JJ^Enron finishes talk on Jordan gas plant 


POR 

30, » HAIFA (R) - U.S. energy 
M ^ ‘group Enron Corp. has said 
iil^SOrtations for the forma- 
^ W'J.llon of a joint venture to 
^Par^. tba3d a S3CW million regasi- 
“CS toT location plant in the Jorda- 
*0 a ifo/iroian Red Sea port of Aqaba 
£ b Us ,^Uhave been concluded. 

°ntei Rebecca Mark, chairman 
2 t Enron Development 

bva ,3 v 'Corp-, told Reuters that 
k a negotiations with the Israeli 

° est of‘ and Jordanian partners on 
't the joint venture agreement 
(An • have been concluded, but 
'n't 20 . that the agreement has noi 
1 CiUcr '-'yet been signed because the 
. n! ben 1 ’ final document needs to be 

° C ‘ ate aw rdrawn - 

y todafi 1 She said she expected the 
nighj ?.;> parries would sign the agree- 
)u ho w \> nient in the next couple of 
in the \ 
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weeks. 

Partners in the joint ven- 
ture are the Jordanian Near 
East Energy Co., owned by 
Jordan's Attala family, and a 
consortium formed by Israeli 
energy companies Mashav. 
Dankner Group and Delek 
the Israel Fuel Corp. Mashav 
is jointly owned by Koor 
Industries and Clal Indus- 
tries. 

According to the agree- 
ment Enron will own 50 per 
cent of the venture, and the 
Israeli consortium and the 
Near East Energy Co. will 
hold 25 per cent each. 

The government of Qatar 
gave Enron approval to mar- 
ket five miliion tonnes of 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) 


annuaUy. half to India and 
the rest to the Middle East 
from a' planned joint venture 
in Qatar. 

The ■ regasification plant 
would ^supply Jordan and 
Israel with Qatari gas from 
the year 2001. 

Enron and Israel signed a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing in October' for the supply 
of two million tonnes a year 
of natural gas from Qatar to 
Israel. 

Ms. Mark said Enron was 
still in negotiations with the 
Israeli government on the fin- 
al pru chase agreement. 

..She added that the joint 
venture is also considering 
building a 500 megawatt pow- 


er plant on the Jordanian side 
of the border which use part 
of. the gas. 

She explained that it would 
be a combined-cycle power 
plant that would cost less 
than;S5Q0 million to set up. 

A group led by electrical 
engineering group ABB Asea 
Brown Bovery A.G. is also 
interested in building a SI. 6 
billion to S2 billion power 
plant in Aqaba, powered by 
natural gas from Qatar. 

Ms. Mark said she ex- 
pected the main buyers of the 
gas from Qatar would be the 
Israel Electric Corp. the 
Jordanian Electric Company 
and a consortium of Israeli 
companies. 
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Algerians urged 
to seek medical 
treatment in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Alge- 
rian newspaper “Le Soir 
tTAlgerie" has published an 
article indicating that medical 
treatment in Jordan is much 
cheaper than any part of the 
world for Algerian patients. 

The paper quoted Algerian 
Medical Union President 
Jamal Weld Abbas as saying 
that “the Algerian govern- 
ment is considering sending 
patients for treatment in Jor- 
dan due to the Kingdom's 
advanced level in medicine 
and the low cost of treatment 
at Jordanian hospitals com- 


pared with other countries." 

Mr. Weld Abbas said: “If 
we take this step, we will 
decrease government ex- 
penditure by three to four 
times," adding that “the cost 
of a night at a Jordanian 
hospital is about 500 French 
francs (JD 70) while it rises 
to about 6000 francs ( JD 800) 
at French hospitals." 

He noted that during one 
year, the cost of treatment of 
Algerian patients abroad has 
reached 1200 million French 
francs. 


Germany, Jordan to 
sign technical 
memoranda today 


AMMAN — Memoranda 
concerning technical coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
Germany in the fields of 
promoting the National In- 
formation System (NIS) and 
efficient use of energy in the 
Jordanian industry will be 
signed at the Ministry of 
Planning today. 

According to the first 
memorandum, Germany will 
present technical equipment 
and advisory services worth 
nearly JD 1.5 million in ex- 
tension of the,, NIS project 
which started in 1993, accord- 
ing to a statement form the 
German embassy Wednes- 
day. 

It said that the aim of the 
project is to support certain 
Jordanian ministries and de- 
partments in utilising in- 
formation systems and data 
exchanges so that informa- 
tion and services can be pro- 
vided in a coordinated man- 
ner in line with the users' 


requirements. 

The second memorandum 
provides for the German gov- 
ernment to promote the 
efforts of the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology 
(HCST) to find measures 
aimed at reducing specific 
energy consumption in Jorda- 
nian industry, according to 
the statement. 

It said that the aid will be 
provided to the HCST in 
cooperation with the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) as 
well as the Jordanian indus- 
try. 

To achieve that end. the 
German government will 
assign experts and supply 
technical equipment and con- 
trol devices at the cost of 
nearly JD 500,000 according 
to the statement which noted 
that Germany will provide 
training to Jordanian person- 
nel in the fields of efficient 
energy use for the fulfilment 
of die aims of this project. 


Suez Canal nets 

IIP.-. IC. 

record revenue 
for single day 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Suez 
Canal, a leading source of 
foreign revenue for Egypt, 
has netted a record S7.5 
million in a single day. the 
chairman of the Suez Canal 
Authority has announced . 

Ahmad Ali Fadel. quoted 
by Al Ahram newspaper, said- 
that Wednesday's receipts 
from 63 ships which crossed 
the Suez were an all-time 
high. 

The authority reduced 
tariffs by 20 per cent at the 
start of the year after a drop in 
the number of oil tankers 
using the canal. 

Revenue stiil rose 


slightly in 1995. to S1.95 
billion from S1.S8 billion 
the year before. 

Egypt is working to 
deepen the canal from 56 feel 
to 59 feet (18 metres) by the 
end of this year, to allow 
heavy tonnage tankers to use 
the canal instead of sending 
their cargo around the Cape of 

Good Hope. 

Along with Suez, remit- 
tances from Egyptians 
working abroad, around $5 
billion a year, tourism with 
around S2 billion, and oil 
with $1.5 billion are the 
country's biggest earners of 
foreign currency. 
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.4 review of news from the Arabic press 


Net profit of Jordan National Shipping 
Lines Company fail by 50% 

☆'Cr AFTER POSTING a JD 3.4 million net profit in 1994, 
the Jordan National Shipping Lines Company (JNSLC) 
was notable to generate more than JD 1.8 million last year. 
Despite the 50 per cent drop, the general assembly 
approved a recommendation by the board of directors to 
distribute dividends at a rate of 20 per cent and another 
recommendation to take out JD 750,000 of the voluntary 
reserve to settle an income tax payment. The main figures 
which appeared in the company's annual report showed JD 
12.7 million in total earnings, JD 9.9 million in operational 
costs and JD 0.9 million in general and administrative 
expensives. The earnings were obtained from the following 
activities: 

— JD 423,560 from chartering three vessels to transport 
phosphate from Aqaba to India and other markets and one 
ship to the Arab Bridge Maritime Company — JD 317,949 
in commissions from selling tickets for travelling between 
Aqaba and Nuweibe' as the company holds the general 
agency for this function — JD 77,413 in return for services 
to maritime agencies — JD 1.78 million in returns from 
various investments. Other figures showed current assets at 
JD 7.8 million (JD 9.4 million in 1994) and JD 21.7 million 
in total assets compared to JD 17.3 million in 1994. Total 
shareholders' equity stood at JD 13.3 million- Board 
chairman, Foteh Khamls told the shareholders that the 
company had introduced core amendments on its 1995 
programmes to reflect the changes that occurred and which 
are expected in the region. As such, the new strategy was to 
increase the activity and to concentrate more on bulk 
transport. Dr. Khamis said noting that this policy would be 
adopted for future years. He explained that the change was 
necessitated by the severe crisis faced by the company due 
to the sharp drop in the volume of goods arriving in Aqaba. 
Furthermore, he said, the new policy was needed to 
prepare for the new reality coming to the region, and 
spedficaily affecting the transport sector, with the advent 
of peace. Another long-term strategy adopted by the 
company was to allocate a portion of the profit every year 
to a special account for the purpose of buying vessels, the 
chairman said. He noted that the purchase would be 
according to the capital-lease method which stipulates lease 
payments over a period of time leading to full owemship of 
the vessels. Dr. Khamis assured the shareholders that the 
company was marking on restructuring its operations to 
correspond to the circumstances and developments in the 
area and it was also trying to reactivate the far East-Red 
Sea route. He indicated that the JNSLC has prepared 
studies to this effect but the continuation of sanctions on 
Iraq and the circumstances that prevailed were restrictive 
to such a plan. However, Dr. Khamis said, the company is 
trying to reoperate the far East-Aqaba route through 
transporting bulk material torirom the region in addition to 
conducting studies to operate a line from South Africa to 
the Red Sea (Al Ra’i + Al Aswaq + Al Dustour). 

Merger between Business Bank and 
Jordan Nationai Bank expected before 
end of 1996 

•ir-ir RAJAI MU ASHER, chairman of the Business Bank, 
told the shareholders that the general assembly will be 
invited for an extraordinary meeting next month to decide 
on the merger with the Jordan National Bank. Noting that 
the discussions over the merger are at an advanced stage, 
Dr. Muasber expected an announcement about the merger 
to be made before the end of this year. The merger would 
create a new entity with more than JD 22 million in capital 
and JD 50 million in shareholders equity. 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against The 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Wednesday 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3734/44 

Canadian dollar 


1.5450/60 

Deutschemarks 


1.7290/00 

Dutch guilders 


1.2720/30 

Swiss francs 


31.75/79 

Belgian francs 


5.2281/31 

French francs 


1556.3/7.8 

Italian tire 


108.74/84 

Japanese yen 


6.8080/80 

Swedish crowns 


6.6030/80 

5.9685/35 

1.4118/28 

Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Singapore dollars 


0.7990/95 

Australian dollars 


7.7380/90 

Hong Kong dollars 

One Sterling 

SI .5180/90 


Gold (ounce) 

S39 1.20/39 1.70 
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Jazz overcome Sonics in overtime 


SEATTLE (R) — Karl Mal- 
one had 29 points and IS 
rebounds as the Utah Jazz 
staved off elimination with a 
gutsy 98-95 overtime victo- 
ry over the Seattle Supeison- 
ics in game 5 of the Western 
Conference finals Tuesday. 

“Nobody gave us a chance 
to win this thing, we were 
lighting for our lives," said 
Malone. “I try not to read the 
newspapers but you can't 
help bin see the headlines, 
'stick a fork in ‘em. they're 
done.’ well, we ain't (tone 
yet. We’re still cooking a lit- 
tle bit” 

Game 6 is Thursday at 
Utah, where the Jazz are 7-1 
in the post-season. However, 
Seattle won Game 4 at the 
Delta centre and is 5-1 on 
the road in the playoffs. 

“We did what we wanted 
to do. We wanted to go 
home," said Malone. “I 
guarantee we'll be ready to 
play in our place and try to 
force a seventh game here." 

The winner of the series 
plays the Chicago Bulls in 
the NBA finals. 

“We knew they (the Son- 
ics) were already selling 
Bulls tickets and they had to 
play us," said Malone. 

Seattle, which erased a 
live-point deficit in the final 
2:12 of regulation, had one 
last chance to tie in overtime 
after Jeff Homacek, who 
entered the game with a .93 1 
free throw percentage, made 
just one of two free throws 
with 7.8 seconds to give the 
Jazz a 98-95 lead. 

• After a timeout, Seattle 
inbounded the ball to Gary 
Payton, who missed a three- 
pointer from the top of the 
key. 

Payton, who played the 
final 11:01 with five fouls, 
finished with a playoff 
career-high 31 points and 
Shawn Kemp added 24 and 
13 rebounds for Seattle, 
which committed four 
turnovers in the overtime. 
The Sonics blew a 13-point 
first-quarter lead and could 
Hot close out the series. 

“We got a little tentative at 
die end," said Payton. “I 
don’t know what the prob- 
lem was, but that’s just 
something that happens. It 
just makes our job harder. 

Utah coach Jerry Sloan 
said Seattle helped Utah 
With turnovers. “We've had 
chances to win, and we 
haven’t done it Today we 
just got a little bit lucky." 

Sonics coach George Karl ' 
said turnovers hurt but 
praised his team for pulling 
even at the end of regula- 
tion. 

"There was a lot of pride 
out there to come back down 





tJ 


Karl Malone of the Utah Jazz goes for a slam dunk (Reuters photo) 


five with very few minutes 
left and have a chance to win 
it," he said. 

Homacek added 27 points 
for Utah, which won a con- 
ference final game on the 
road for the first tune in nine 
tries. The Jazz are trying to 
become just the sixth ream 
in NBA history to erase a 3- 
1 deficit and win a best-of- 
seven series. • 1 ■ 

Utah's Antoine Can- 
opened the scoring in over- 
time, taking a feed from 
John Stockton in the lane to 
make it 92-90. Payton and 
Homacek traded three- 
pointers before Payton con- 
verted a layup to tie the 
game at 95-95 with 2:48 to 
play. 

Bryon Russell missed 
badly on a three-pointer, but 
Stockton got the rebound 
from the taller Kemp and 
was fouled. Stockton, who 
finished with four points, 
made both shots for a 97-95 


lead. Homacek’s free throw 
was the last score of the 
game. 

The teams traded 
turnovers and missed shots 
for two minutes until a 1 2- 
footer by Payton rimmed 
out. But he grabbed a loose 
ball after a mad scramble for 
the rebound and Seattle 
cpfied timeout to set up 
: anbtheP play.'Payton got his 
hands on the inbounds plsg, 
but could not control it and 
Stockton tracked it down in 
the left comer, and the game 
finally ended. 

With 2:12 to go in the 
fourth quarter, Malone’s 
jumper gave the Jazz a 90- 
85 lead. Payton hit his third 
three-pointer with 95 sec- 
onds remaining to make it 
90-88 and Kemp scored on 
Seattle’s next possession, 
tying it with 28 seconds to 
go. Kemp blocked Malone’s 
shot with 4.2 seconds left 
but Malone stripped Kemp 


on the next possession. 

The Sonics threatened to 
end things early. They led by 
as many as 13 points before 
settling for a 26-17 lead after 
one period as Payton scored 
eight points. 

Kemp was limited by two 
quick fouls and Utah 
chipped away in the second 
quarter. .Russell had nine 
points and the Jazz took 
their first lead at 45-43 on a 
three-pointer by Homacek 
with 2:10 left in the first 
half. 

Payton had 18 points in the 
first half but Seattle trailed, 
52-49. The third quarter 
ended tied at 71-71. 

Carr, who played 40 min- 
utes off the bench, scored 16 
points on 6-of-9 shooting. 
Russell, playing 45 minutes, 
was 4-o f- 13 from the floor, 
but finished with 15 points 
and seven rebounds. The 
Utah bench accounted for 38 
points. 


Weah keeps 
Liberia’s 
World Cup 
dream alive 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
World footballer of the year 
George Weah, whose native 
Liberia has been plunged 
into chaos by civil war. is 
leading a frantic campaign to 
keep the west African state’s 
1998 World Cup dreams 
alive. 

Liberia are due to play a 
preliminary round first leg 
qualifier in the Gambia on 
Saturday, one of 15 matches 
this weekend marking the 
start of the continent’s 
countdown to the final s in 
France. 

The 29-year-old AC Milan 
striker is using the Ivorian 
capital of Abidjan as a stag- 
ing post to cobble together a 
team for the match in Banjul. 

Radio reports say nine 
home-based players have 
travelled overland to join 
their -European-based com- 
patriots. 

And Weah, the 1995 
African and European foot- 
baller of the year, wants die 
second leg of the tie, sched- 
uled for war-ravaged Mon- 
rovia on June 15. switched to 
a neutral country. 

The weekend’s World Cup 
matches will test a host of 
new coaches. 

Sampon Kablan, brought 
in to revive the Ivory Coast, 
takes his side to Brazzaville 
for a tricky tie with the 
Congo. 

Kablan is hoping the return 
from injury of sporting Lis- 
bon striker Ahmed Ouattara 
will re-ignite a forward line 
which disappointed in the 
African Nations* Cup finals 
in South Africa. 

Kenya, who have notched 
up three recent wins in 
friendlies under Montenegrin 
an-bom coach Vojo Gardise- 
vic, face a difficult home tie 
against Algeria in Nairobi on 
Sunday. 

. .The.. Kenyans;, completed 
their preparations witfua 2-1 
win over Uganda in Kam- 
pala last weekend. 

Uganda, who also have a 
new coach in Asuman 
Lubowa, host Angola, who 
have appointed former Por- 
tuguese international 
Manuel Gomes as manager. 

South Africa are buoyed 
by the decision of Italian- 
bound defender Mark Fish to 
delay his departure to Lazio 
and join the squad for their 
trip to Malawi. 

The African champions 
play in B lan tyre on Saturday. 


TO LET 

Roof Apartment In A Villa 
In Sweifieh Area 

3 bedrooms, salon and dining room, sitting 
room, independent entrance, separate parking 
area, separate central heating, telephone, fully 
furnished kitchen, 3 bathrooms, large storage 
facility and room for maid. 

For further information please call 
Tei.: 865550 between 2 & 8 p.m. 


The Gifts Of History 
Are Still Alive ... 

At 

Beit al Bawadi 

Home of the finest Jordanian handicrafts 
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Huge discounts on British Airways 
scheduled flights to over 30 destinations 
worldwide. For example: 

Amman £150 

Restrictions and set durations apply. 

Price quoted is return, inclusive of taxes. 
Availability strictly limited to one seat per flight. 
London departures. 

Call 01815647009 

for details. Mon.-Fri. 0900-1700. 

Or write with s.a.c. quoting ret’JT/01 to 
British Airways Travel Shops. Export Cargo 
Terminal SI 26, Heathrow Airport. TW62JS. 

British Airways 

Travel Shops 




Come visit our showroom and artisan workshops for traditional and contemporary 
ceramics, hand sewn and woven home furnishings and much more. 

We are now open in Abdoun - Amman. 
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Belt al Bawadi 

Telefax: 818629 
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Perkins battles illness and lack of form 1. 


SYDNEY (R) - Once described by 

national head coach Don Talbot as infalli- 
ble and bullet-proof" Australian tnpie 
world record holder Keren Perkins is bat- 
tling illness and lack of form at exactly the 
wrong moment 

Since the Barcelona Olympics four years 
ago, Pe rkins has been the world’s out- 
standing distance swimmer, amassing 
world records and gold m edals by the 
sackfriL 

But at last April's national c h a m pi- 
onship s Perkins’s world all but fell apart. 

He foiled to make the final of the 200 
metres freestyle and was comprehensively 
beaten in the 400 metres by his Melbourne 
rival Daniel Kowalski and 200 specialist 
Malcolm Allen. 

Perkins, the Barcelona silver medallist, 
finishe d almost two seconds behind 
Kowalski’s winning time of three minutes 
50.60 seconds. 

Under the rigid Australian selection rules 
only the first two qualified for July’s 
Atlanta Olympics and Perkins made it 
dear after the race he would not be seek- 
ing any special dispensation. 

“The past six or seven years, I have 
always been in control,” Peririns said. 
This time, I am not. It is scary and worry- 
mg. 

Perkins’s options were now reduced to 
the 1,500 metres and, under the sort of 
pressure be had never before experienced, 
the 22-year-old Olympic champion took 
the courageous option. 

Instead of swimming for second place 
from the outset, Perkins tried to lead all tbe 
way against Daniel Kowalski, leaving 
open the possibility of fading in tbe latter 
stages and losing his Olympic spot to Glen 
Housman or one of his other rivals. 

Perkins finally ran out of energy but did 
enough to take second place, although he 
was clearly struggling. 

Seeking an explanation for a traumatic 
few days, Perkins underwent several blood 
tests. The diagnosis: a debilitating iron 
imbalance 

“It’s not looking good, we are running 
out of time here,” said a disconsolate 
Perkins. 

“I’m sure that once I overcome this prob- 
lem my training and performances will be 
back to where they sboald be and I'm 
looking forward to being as close as possi- 
ble to my best when I defend my 1,500 
metres tide.” 

Well before the trials Australian sports 
commentators bad been questioning 
Perkins’s motivation and recent comments 
from the amiable Queenslander have done 
little to quell the speculation. 

‘’Throughout my swimming career I’ve 


always wished I bad a fast forward button 
sothat I could just hit to button and get . 
w die end of it” be said. T wish it was all * 

°p'” h John Carew, who has guided 
Perm’s career since childhood, said: 
"n is finding it harder to getmottvat 
6d and I wouldn’t encourage him ro go on 
after Atlanta if he doesn t want to. 

perSns, a familiar face m Australia 
where he works as a part-nine television 
jSlist and endorses a hosa of products, 
Wk up serious swimming after an unfor- 
tuna r e childhood accident. 

ALthe a°e of nine he fell through a plate 
glass doorf severing the calf muscle in bis 

^Swimming was considered the best ther- 
apy and Perkins was earned to the pool 
every day, dropped in the water and told to 
repeat muscle-building exercises. 

Bv the age of 16 he had won a place in 
the Austrian team for tbe 1990 Auddand 
Commonwealth Games where he picked 
up a silver medal in the 1^0°- 

At tbe 1992 Olympic trials he broke the 
400 and 1,500 world records and after fin- 
ishing second to Russian Evgeni Sadovyi 
in tbe Barcelona 400 final he triumphed in 
tbe 1,500’, also in world record time. 

Two years later he smashed two world 
records at the Victoria Commonweal^ 
Games as the Australians swept all before^ 
them before going on io take gold medals 
in the 400 and 1,500 metres at the Rome 
World Championships. 

Immensely popular with his teammates, 
peikins has assumed the role of unofficial 
spokesman for his fellow swimmers, most 
notably on the burning issue of doping. 

A fierce, articulate and outspoken enne 
of sw immin g’s world governing body 
FIN A, he has repeatedly called for a 
tougher stance against steroid use. 

“It is quite obvious to me that FINA 
would prefer just to ignore the situation. 
They simply don’t listen to swimmers,” he 
said. 

Feted by FINA in 1995 in recognition of 
his 1,500 worid record at Victoria in tbe 
previous year, Perkins’s reaction was typi- 
cally forthright. 

“It’s quite amazing that they prepared to 
give an award to someone like myself for 
giving swimming a good image when 
they’re doing everything they can to give i f A 
a bad one.” f 

Such is the strength of his feelings, 
Perkins once volunteered to make a per- 
sonal anti-drugs protest during the medal 
ceremony in Atlanta. 

But the burning question remains. Can 
he still swim fast enough to win a place on 
tiie podium? 


Cal Ripken homers 3 time's!; has 8 RBI 


SEATTLE (R) — Cal 
Ripken set career bests 
with three homers, includ- 
ing a grand slam, and 
eight runs batted in as the 
Baltimore Orioles out- 
slugged the Seattle 
Manners 12-8 Tuesday 
for their 12th win in 16 
games. 

Ripken, rumoured to be 
moving to third base after 
nearly 2,200 consecutive 
games at shortstop, tied a 
club record for homers in 


Ripken fell one short of 
tiie team RBI mark, set by 
Eddie Murray in 1985. 

Ripken doubled his sea- 
son homer total and 
moved into a tie with 
Murray for the all-time 
club lead at 333. Brother 
Bill Ripken, Brady Ander- 
son and Rafael Palmeiro 
also homered for the Ori- 
oles. 

The Ripkens became 
the 16th brothers to homer 
in the same game and 
sixth to do so in the same 
inning, accomplishing 
each feat for a second 
time. 

Anderson hit his sev- 
enth leadoff hooter and 
19th of die season. The 
American League record 
for leadoff homers is nine, 
set by Rickey Henderson 
with Oakland in 1986. San 
Francisco’s Bobby Bonds 
hit 11 leadoff homers in 
1973. 

Reliever Arthur Rhodes 
(5-0) remained unbeaten 
by pitching 1 2/3 innings 
with three strikeouts. He 
allowed Ken Griffey Jr’s 
1 6th homer in die seventh. 

Reliever Lee Guetter- 
man (0-1) look the loss. 

At California, Chili 
Davis drew a bases- 
loaded walk with one out 
in the bottom of tbe ninth 
and Jason Grimsley tossed 
a five-hitter for his first 
career shutout as the 
Angels blanked the New 
York Yankees 1-0. 

Kenny Rogers held the 
Angels without a hit until 
Garret Anderson led off 
the eighth with a solid sin- . 
gle to centre. 

Rogers (3-1) suffered 
his first loss since Sep- 
tember 10, giving up one 


unearned run and two hits 
with three walks and six 
strikeouts over 8 1/3 

innings 

Gnmsley (3-4) walked 
three and stuck out three 
in his second career com- 
plete game. 

In Milwaukee, Kevin 
Seitzer homered and 
drove in three runs and 
Matt Mieske added a two- 
run homer as die Brewers 
continued their domi- 
nance over the Minnesota 
Twins, 7-3. 

Scott Karl (5-2) allowed 
three runs and seven hits 
over six innings as die 
Brewers defeated the 
Twins for the fifth straight 
time this season. 

Ramon Garcia allowed 
one hit and struck out 
three over three scoreless 
innings for his first major- 
league save. The Brewers 
have won 14 of their last 
18 games against the 
Twins. Milwaukee 
snapped a four-game los- 
ing streak. 

Ron Coomer had his 
first career two-homer 
game for the Twins, who 
had a four-game winning 
streak stopped. Pat 
Mahomes (1-3) gave up 
four runs and six hits in 5 
1/3 innings. 

In Oakland, Mark McG- 
wire and Geronimo 
Berroa homered as the 
Athletics scored a 6-2 vic- 
tory over the Boston Red 
Sox.- 

John Wasdin (1-0) 
allowed two runs and 
eight hits over 6 1/3 
innings in his first start of 
the season. He struck out 
four and did not walk a 
batter as Oakland won for 
just the second time in six 
games. 

Roger Clemens (3-5) 
gave up six runs and seven 
nits over four innings and 
had a three-game win 
streak end. He walked two 
and struck out four to fall 
5 9 \ ! L Uptime against 
the Athletics, the only 
team against whom he is 
under .500. 

McGwire, who entered 
me Mine batting .056 (2- 
i j against Clemens, 
led off the second innina 
with his 11th homer, his 


sixth in eight games and 
the 9,000th in franchise 
history, which includes 
the Philadelphia and 
Kansas City A’s. • 

At Texas, Dean Palmer 
homered and drove in four 
runs and ivan Rodriguez 
hit a pair of homer as the 
Rangers won their fourfl 
straight, an 11-3 rout of 
tbe Cleveland Indians in a 
matchup of division lead- 
ers. 

The Rangers lead the 
Western Division by 4 1/2 
games over the Mariners 
and tiie Indians bad their 
lead cut to three games 
over the White Sox in the 
Central Division. 

Rangers starter Darren 
Oliver (4-2) allowed one 
run — Albert Belle’s 
major league- leading 21st 
homer — and five hits 
over seven innings for the 
win. 

Belle needs one to tie 
tiie major-league record of 
22 before June, set bv 
Griffey in 1994. 

Orel hershiser (4-4) was 
tagged for six runs and 
eight hits over 1 2/3 
innings, his shortest out- 
ing of the year. 

In Toronto, Robin Ven- 
tura drove in three runs 
with a pair of homers and 
Tony Phillips and Ozzie 
Guillen added solo shots 
as the Chicago White Sox 
rolled to an 8-5 victory 
over the Blue Jays, their 
ninth win in 10 games. 

Phillips, who earlier in 
tfw day appealed a $5,000 
fine from the American 
League, led off the game 
with a home run off Frank 
Viol^ (1-3). It was his sec- 
ond leadoff homer of the 
season and 23rd of his 
career. 

James Baldwin (4W*) 
got a career-high eight 
strikeouts in five innings. 

Five relievers finished up. 

with Roberto Hernandez 
getting his 15th save. 

Toronto lost for the 10th 
time in 14 games. 
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Asian Champions Gup 

Orthodoxi leave for Manila Friday 


:i Place (f 

' Uc kia^ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's basket- 
ball champions A1 
Orthodoxi Friday leave for 
the Philippines to take part 
in the 8th Asian Champions 
Cup which will be held in 
Manila June 2-9. 

The delegation is headed 
| by the club's vice-chairman, 
; Rajai Sukkar and includes 
players Hilal Barakat, Jan 
Satdieh, Ziyad Nabuisi, Jack 
Koro. Fadi Saqqa. Ashraf 
Samara, Naser Bassam, 

| Mudar Barakat, Mahmoud 
Sh'aban and Daren Clayton. 

A1 Orthodoxi, who last 
year ended A1 Ahli's three- 
year reign and reclaimed the 
Kingdom's first division 
basketball title, will be 
joining other Asian cham- 
pions in the week-long 
competition. Orthodoxi of- 
ficials said they were not yet 
informed by the Asian 


Basketball Confederation of 
the other participating 
teams or the group draw. 

In a telephone interview 
with the. Jordan Times. 
Orthodoxi spokesman and 
delegation official Fadi 
Zureiqat said his club was 
adamant to represent the 
Kingdom in this Asian 
gathering and hoped the 
team would score positive 
results despite the snags 
they faced during their train- 
ing programme. 

Although A1 Orthodoxi 
had an intense training 
camp, they were scheduled 
to meet Syrian and East 
European teams in the past 
two weeks to put their fin- 
ishing touches on prepara- 
dons and tactics. 'However, 
arrangements failed and 
Syrian club A1 Wihdeh de- 
clined their earlier invita- 
tion at the final minute. 

To make up for lack of 
matches A1 Orthodoxi ar- 


ranged two local matches. 
They lost to A1 Jazireh 78- 
68 Wednesday and were 
scheduled to play another 
match before leaving. 

"We do not expect an ad- 
vanced standing. The team 
has prepared well but we 
needed friendly matches. We 
lack the preparations in tac- 
tics which would have been 
achieved ' in serious 
friendlies but unfortunately 
that did not materialise. " 

Zureiqat said his team's 
participation ' in the 
Champions Cnp would cost 
around JD 16.000. Fastlink 
were sponsoring the club's: 
basketball teams last season j 
ami are about to sign a new 
deal by which AI Orthodoxi j 
^are- expected to receive JD j 

o: 

East year Al Ahli repre- 
sented Jordan in the ' 
Champions Cup and fin- ] 
isbed fourth among the 
eight participating teams, i 


French Open 

Struggling Agassi ousted; Pierce, Hingis advance 


EURO’96 

United legend stunned 
by Cantona’s omission 


d for : MANCHESTER (AFP) — 

Manchester United legend 
i;ii FIN: George Best believes France 

s| iuutiCKi must have “one hell of a 

tiers." tt rid®” if they can afford to 

leave out Eric Cantona from 

nmonir * beir Euro 496 side - 

j a j n ^ While the biggest sporting 

A event in Britain 30 years gets 

under way in 10 days time, 
, United's Maverick midfiel- 

pared k der, who won English foot- 

l( * ball's player of the year last 

" her season, will be a mere specta- 

given vor. 

-if English fans were stunned 
feeling* by the omission of the inspir- 

0 a per- ational force behind United's 

ic mail! historic double triumph — 

and now Best his spiritual 
in< Car mentor at Old Trafford, has 
place os added his voice to the chorus 
of disapproval. 

“France must have one hell 

- of a side ifEricCantona cairt 


even get in their squad says lore by lifting the premiership 
best and FA Cup. 

voted fMthaIte he f W3S dcservedy » for what he did 
l “ *>ut he took his punish- 

,11 2 ?£ , “if £ lay ’ ment like a man and came I,IUU 

all the kick look up to him, satd 50-year— - Ecuador ^ s Andres Gomez and 

and I cant underhand why ' by Jim Courier twelve 

there's no room for him in _ months later, had been seeded 

the French team.” Best, En- “The biggest compliment I l0 play his gr^t riva i Pete 

giish football's original way- can pay him is to say that he mpm in the semi . fina i s . 

™£ S en I“ “ *J C . ««y have fi^ perfeedy Bul allhough he won al k 

197^ is foil of admiration into tte Umt^ side of the ^iscayne in Florida this 

for the way Cantona returned 60s, be added referring to .. 

from the eight-month ban for the side which became the season Agassi had not 

his infamous attack on a first English dub to lift the ,m P ressed comin « imo the 

Crystal Palace fan last Janu- European Cup in 1968. tournament, 

ary. “He makes it look so sim- H,s on, y appearance on 

The Frenchman returned pie — that's tbe sign of a cla _v saw him beaten in the 

from exile in October and great player — and I just second-round at the Monte 


PARIS (AFP) — Andre 
Agassi's dream of adding the 
elusive French Open crown to 
his Wimbledon, Australian 
and United States titles, dis- 
• appeared for another year here 
Wednesday when he was 
shown the nearest exit by 
compatriot Chris Woodruff. 
The third-seededAgassi, who 
must now be cursing himself 
more than ever for squander- 
ing his chances of winning 
the title back in 1990 and 
1991 when he finished as 
runner-up. looked hopelessly 
at sea on the sun-bathed 
Suzanne Lenglen show-court 
as Woodruff took his chances 
and romped home 4-6,64, 
6-7 (7/9). 6-3. 6-2. 

Unable to_rai$e bis 
game when he most needed 
to and making countless un- 
forced errors (the official 
scorecard put Agassi's total 
at 63 while Woodruff made 
29), Agassi slumped badly 
in the latter stages of the 
gruelling three-hour en- 
counter. And after his win 
the 6ft 2in player from 
Tennessee, ranked a modest 
72nd but fast-improving af- 
ter reaching the finals at 
Philadelphia and Coral 
Springs this season, sat 
slumped m his chair with 
tears of joy rolling down his 
cheeks. 

Woodruff now plays 
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden 
or FrenchmanThi erry Cham- 
pion. 

The 25- year-old Agassi, 
beaten in the 1990 final by 


1970s, is full of admiration • 
for the way Cantona returned 
from the eight-month ban for 
his infamous attack on a 
Crystal Palace fan last Janu- 
ary. 

The Frenchman returned 
from exile m October and 


immediately took it upon . ca n't und erstand how France 
himself to guide the yoimg cair leave ‘ Elm' out',' even 
team constructed tog Alex though thev havc had a fan- 
< Ferguson -into -football- folk-- -tastfo-rirh^- — 


months later, had been seeded 
to play his great rival Pete 
ampras in the semi-finals. 
But although he won at key 
Discayne in Florida this 
season. Agassi had not 
impressed coming into the 
tournament. 

" His only appearance on 

pie — that’s the sign of a cla .v saw him beaten in the 
great player — and I just second-round at the Monte 
can’t und erstand how France Carlo Open by Alberto Costa, 
caff leave Sim out',' even ■' Before -Key-Biscayne Jte lost . 


the United States were beaten 
in the first round while 
twelfth-seeded Alberto Costa 
lost his all-Spanish second- 
round battle with Francisco 
Clavet On Wednesday. 
Clavet, who won the second- 
round match 64, 6-3, 4-6, 7- 
6 (8/6), now plays either 

frenchman Guy Forget or Kris 
Goossens of Belgium. 

Earlier Russian Davis Cup 
player Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
a semi-finalist twelve 
months ago and determined to 
go further at this year, swept 
into the third round when he 
brushed aside Sweden's 
Thomas Johansson in 
straight-sets. T feel physi- 
cally good and confident. 1 
finally found my clay-court~ 
game today," said the - 22- 
year-old sixth seed. 
Kafelnikov, one of the 
hardest-working players on 
the tour, arrived in the 
French capital at the weekend 
having already played 43 of- 
ficial singles maiches^his • 
season. 

He was never seriously 
threatened by the 103rd-< 
ranked Swede. Johansson, 
whose claim to fame this 
week came when he ended re- 
tiring Frenchman's Henri 
Leconte's career with a 
straight-sets centre-court 
victory Monday, was perma- 
nently wrong-footed by the 
depth and power of the fair- 
haired Russian's punishing 
groundstrokes. 

Kafelnikov, winner at 
Prague and a semi-finalist in . 
Hamburg, now plays the 
winner of the all-Spanish 
clash between Alex Corretja 
or Felix Mantilla. Only even- 
tual champion Thomas 
Muster stopped Kafelnikov 
last year. Australian Scott 
Draper, one of the giant- 
killing sensations at last 


year's tournament, was back 
to his old tricks. 

The 21 -year-old from 
Brisbane, who reached the 
last sixteen in 1995. came 
back after dropping tbe first 
set, to defeat Austrian clay- 
court specialist Gilbert 
Schaller 2-6. 6-3. 6-2. 6-4. A 
year ago he also beat Schaller 
at the same stage of the com- 
petition in a five-set thriller 
— after Schaller had put. out 
Pete Sampras in the previous 
round. Draper, who now plays 
French-based American 'bad 
boy' Jeff -Tarango in the next 
round, was not short of confi- 
dence after his win and said 
he felt he could do even better 
at this year's tournament 

"Unfortunately I am. not 
as fit as i was last year-— f had 
a virus recently and I haven't 
been able to prepare as well 
as I wanted to — but I feel I 
can go five sets if I have to. I 
hope to get filter as the tour- 
nament goes on." 

Tarango. who - hit the 
headlines when he stormed" 
off court after abusing French 
umpire Bruno Rebeuh during a' 
third- round match at 
Wimbledon last year, beat 
Franco Squillari of Argentina 
6-4. 64, 6-1 . 

Other winners included 
Todd Martin and Renzo 
Furlan. Martin beat 3 1 -year- 
old three-times champion 
mats Wilander of Sweden 6- 
4, 7-6 (7/5), 6-2 to earn a 
third-round clash against the 
winner of the day's star en- 
counter between world num- 
ber-one Pete Sampras and 
iwice-champlcrn Sergi 
Bmguera furlan ended the run 
of New Zealander Bren Steven 
with a 6-0. 6-2, 64 win. 

In the women's singles 
French hope Mary Pierce, a 
finalist two years ago and 
Switzerland's 1 5-year-old 


martina Hingis came safely 
through their second-round 
matches - but in vastly con- 
trasting styles. Pierce, who 
has slumped to 14th in the 
rankings after being the 
world's number-three player 
last year, was all nerves, gri- 
maces and inconstcncy in the 
bright sunshine when she 
faced II3rd-ranked 'lucky- 
loser* dally randriantefy of 
Madagascar on the new 

Suzanne Lenglen show court. 

The Zt-yeapoltECandian- 
bom French player, wearing 
her new black tennis outfit, 
looked as though she was at 
last going to recapture the 
sort of form which took her 
to the Australian Open crown 
in 1995 when she raced 3-0 
clear? But then she suddenly 
went off the boil — hitting 
the easiest of strokes yards 
wide and failing to find any 
length on her serve. 

Eventually she chalked up 
a 6-3. 2-6. 6-2 win living 
new coach Joe Giuliano 
looking a very relieved man. 
She now plays barbara rittner 
of Germany who defeated 
China's Jing Qian Yi — the 
player who put Jennifer 
Capriati out of (he tourna- 
ment on Tuesday. 

Hingis, the junior cham- 
pion here in 1993 and 1994 


was a clockwork model of 
precision from the baseline 
and slowly but surely wore 
down plucky Petra Bergerow 
of Germany 7-5, 7-5. Hingis, 
who beat Steffi Graf on her 
way to the Italian Open final 
earlier this month, now .plays 
either Nathalie Tuuziat of 
France or kArina Habsudova 
of Slovakia for a place .in the 
last-sixteen. 

Graf, Chang advance 

Thomas Muster and Steffi 
Graf opened their title de- 
fenses with straight-set vic- 
tories on centre court Tues- 
day, while Capriati bowed 
out in the first round to a 
Chinese woman playing only 
her second Grand Slam 
match. 

The second-seeded Mus- 
ter, showing no signs of the 
twisted ankle he suffered last 
week, pounded out a 64, 6-2, 
64 win over Denmark's 
Frederifc Fetteriein in just 
over two hours. 

"I was very pleased going 
on the court with the memor- 
ies from last year.” Muster 
said. “Just coming back, 
playing on this court' feels 
very comfortable to me. It's a 
great feeling to go out- there 
and play again on stadium 
court." 


^BI No place for Sutter in Swiss squad 


ZURICH (R) — Adrian 
Knap and Alain Sutter, two 
of Switzerland’s most experi- 
enced internationals, have 
been left out of the squad for 
the European Championship. 

Under coach Roy Hodg- 
son, Karlsruhe striker Knup 
and Fribourg midfielder Sut- 
ter were instrumental in 1994 
in the Swiss reaching the 
v^World Cup finals for the first 
time for 28 yean and then 
T qualifying for the European 
Championship fi nals for the 
fust time. 


But new coach Artur Jorge 
opted for a more youthful 
blend when he announced his 
22-man squad on Tuesday. 

Knup, scorer of 26 goals in 45 
appearances for his country, 
became expendable with foe 
return to form of Borus&ia 
Dortmund striker Stephan 
nuprisar who was sidelined 
for much of foe season with a 
knee injury. 

Sutter, considered by many 
as the best midfielder 
Switzerland has produced, 


was capped 61 times. 

Jurge, clearly looking 
ahead to the 1998 World 
Gup, has included Sebastien 
Jeanneret and Alexander 
Comisetti in bis final 22. 

Neuchatel defender Jean- 
neret has been capped only 
once and Grasshopper mid- 
fielder Comisetti is expected 
to earn his fourth cap when 
the Swiss take on the Czech 
Republic in their final war- 
mup for Euro 96 on Satur- 
day. 


in the first-round at Memphis 
uyn com patriot -Luke Jensen 
andithen went out in the quar- 
ter- finals jn Indian Wells to 
Michael Chang. And in his 
first-round in Paris Monday 
the warning signs were flash- 
ing when he dropped a set be- 
fore beating" little-known 
Spanish qualifier Jacobo- 
Diaz. Agassi was the fourth 
mens seed to crash out. 

Eighth-seed Thomas 
Enqvist of Sweden and 16th 
seed Malivai Washington of 


Brand New Furnished Or Unfurnished 
320 Sq.M. Fiat For Rent . 

• In a quite area in Shmeisani. 3 bed rooms (on e master., 
with dressing room) extra large living, dining, reception 
areas; maid's room, 3 bath rooms, modem kitchen, 
telephone, garage & a score of extras • 

For more details pis. call owner 674286: - 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe penthouse for rent / 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, American kitchen, family 
room, dining & sitting room, huge terrace, 
separate heating & water and more. 

Abdoun, 814869 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor of a villa, 225 sq;m. 
with private garden and entrance” 

For more information call 
tei.:844962, Al Jubeiha 


Located at 8th circle, Al JandaweeJ, ground floor of a two story 
bidding with Private Garden, Garage and Telephone. 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, sitting and dining room, fully . 
furnished kitchen, and central heating. 


To all JSFA members, " v. X 

Jordanian Scandina wSR- Friendshi^Association 
and iri a campaign fe promote tRe beautiful 
Scandinavian Forest, the board of directors 
have decided to have an outing on Friday May 
31st, 1996 at 16:00 - 18:00 hrs. Bring your 
guests and join us to enjoy the beauty of 
nature. There will be live music entertainment. 
Also please bring your chairs and food & 
beverages. 

For further information, kindly contact the association. 


Danes blend youth and veterans in team 


COPENHAGEN (R) — De- 
nmark ooacb Richard Moel- 
ler Nielsen opted for a mix of 
experience, personified by 
the Laudrup brothers, and 
youth on Tuesday when he 
named his 22-man squad to 
defend the European Soccer 
Championship. 

Veterans who helped De- 
nmark to become surprise 
champions four years ago in- 
clude goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel, 'striker Brian 
Laudrup, defender Lars 
Olsen and midfielder Kim 
Vilfort,.who scored five goals 
in the qualifying matches this 
\time. 

Brian Laudrup, who will 
spearhead the Danish attack 
and his midfielder brother 
Michael of Real Madrid — 
the squad's captain but ab- 
sent by choice four years ago 
— will play key roles. 

Michael Laudrup ruled 
himself out in Sweden four 
years ago after a bitter con- 
flict with Moeller Nielsen 
over tactics and leadership 
■ style but he returned to the 
fold in 1993. 

" ' Young but tested talent 
includes defenders Jacob 
Laursen and Jens Riisager 
and midfielder Michael 
Schjoenberg. Strikers Stig 
Toefting and Soeren 
Andersen, however, are both 


new entrants to foe national 
side. 

Denmark, who have lost 
only one match in the past 17 
months, are drawn in Group 
D with Croatia, Portugal and 
Turkey. They play their first 
match, against Portugal at 
Hillsborough, on June 9. 

Denmark were drafted into 
the 1992 tournament only as 
late replacements for Yugos- 
lavia, who were top in their 
qualifying group but were 
prevented from competing by 
tbe outbreak of war. 


Squad: , 

Goalkeepers — Peter 
Schmeichel (Manchester Un- 
ited, England), Lars Hoegh 
(Odense). Mogens Krugh 
(Brbendby). 

\iDefenders — Thomas Hel- 
veg (Udinese, Italy), Marc 
Rieper" (West Ham, Eng- 
land), Jes Hoegh (Fener- 
bahee, Turkey), Jacob 
Laursen (Silkeborg). Lars 
Olsen (Bruendby), Turben 
Piechnik (Aarhus). Jens 
Risager (Broendby). 


Luxurious Villa For Rent 

A luxurious furnished villa 
for rent. Super deluxe 
furniture. At a good 
location in west Amman. 
Suitable for-embassies 
.and. .diplomatksaaissjon&r^ 
For information, please call owner, 


Semi Furnished Super Deluxe Roof Apartment 
For Rent 

Best location in Shmeisani, total ( live-in area + 
terrace ) 414 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 3 deluxe 
bathrooms, all marble floors, double glazed 
glass fitted all around, central air-conditioning . 
(cooling/heating), fitted kitchen with 
washer/dryer/dish washer/ refrigerator/ oven, 
electrically operated window shutters, fireplace, 
telephone line available. 

Owner requires renting period not to exceed 2 
years. Annual rent JD 14,000. 

Interested parties, please call mobile No. 079 - 32174 


STENCH TECHNOLOGY 

/ -Presentation 

- - - June 1st -2nd. 


Dlffofsnt companies wHI present the following: 
- Vstsss a Pressure rsducen 
. ‘ 'Construction UatsrUs St Products 
•Paints AJEqdpmants forboBdlng*, cars, A Industry 
- Pwlumery, com m odes, personal trygierm, re s e arch A 
' davdopment ■ 

. , " - Expkdtstfon otaTavofsoao quttrry 
dealing pniUdeequlpeml ifgenmetA specific) 

, - -PW* fr sff/r w - — — 

— — typos at DuOdlnga mKl it O LOrutlqm ; 


Message toyllahlia -.qlbela 
’Privilege Cardjiolders 


'Dear customer 
Since you are spedaltousjp 
-gratitude Jqr being a Rflrftafic 


.our sincere^ 


■ ... 

ula&iffmough points irith 


" We would also li^^a^rdame ypufig astumulc&Tgmough points iritl 
yourjJlahlia -jibeia j^il^^O^ n^iich eritjdesyoi* tt> get a gift from 
our wide sdeeno r t ^v Oe m d^gfal brands such as -r : 

Philips l.&lqck ^^evk£r^rcopdk^‘ristal £> 'arques, 

£ Intersat satellite 

‘This isjast our you for being apart ofjllnhlia - ,:(bchi . 

are waiting for yoiLgtdurprorii^e -card cpunJ^r. 

. U 1th complicnix. 

\ . ' - ' ^dlahtia -ylhelu. 




Ck 


. If you are not yet a privilege card holder 
-ruse is die time to buy your privilege 
card and get an instant 1000 points — 
all you have to do is present the coupon 


lOOO points free 

BRING THIS COUPON AND (a? A THOUS AND POINTS 




Alahlia ~ Abela 

Superstore 




Tel.: 

Mobile Tel: 


857675, 

07929734 


• piptog AfruAtfOW mqt dp mm d s 
- rah forming fbws, h&s tinss 
ThHecoojpmtesarain»ere««forltoSistt9T»and 

- and taw bow* 

ohumedby SAM INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


A Project of Alahlia Commercial Centers P.S.C. 






Sharon Stone & 
Robert Deniro.in 

Casino 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:00, 9f00- 


MALICE 

-Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Toy Story 

Show: . 5JD 


CONCORD “1" 

* DISCLOSURE 

----- Shows: -12:30,- 3:30r6i00rfi:1 5— 

CONCORD “2” 

*Only you 

Show. 5:00 

* Ace Ventura “1” 

Show: 3:30, 6:30, 10:30 


Watch!!! 
the new play 


PRESENTS 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Humarr Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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U.N. draws up 
huge Iraq plan 


BAGHDAD (R) — U.N. 
relief agencies are preparing 
for a huge aid distribution 
programme in Iraq following 
Baghdad's oil-for-food deal 
with the United Nations. 

The deal signed in New 
York last week allows to sell 
oil worth $2 billion over six 
months and import food, 
medicine and other huma- 
nitarian supplies under strict 
U.N. supervision. 

U.N. officials in Baghdad 
say Iraq needs to import hun- 
dreds of thousands of tonnes 
of food to feed its 20 million 
people with at least 2.1 mil- 
lion of them on the verge of 
starvation nearly six years af- 
ter sweeping U.N. sanctions 
were imposed on Iraq for its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Under the deal, the United 
Nations has to certify that the 
supplies are adequately dis- 
tributed throughout the 
country. 

In Iraq's three northern 
provinces controlled by Kur- 
dish rebels, the United Na- 
tions will also be in charge of 
handing out the supplies. 

"It is the first operation of 
its kind in U.N.'s history." 
said a senior U.N. relief offi- ' 
cial. 

"The operation marks the 
first time WFP has monitored 
the distribution of commer- 
cial food imports bought by a 
government," said a World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
statement handed to Reuters 
in Baghdad on Wednesday. 

Trade Minister Moham- 
*mad Mehdi Saleh was quoted 
by newspapers on Wednes- 
day as saying supplies from 
the oil-for-food deal would 
considerably raise the 
amount of rations in Iraq and 
also added new items to in- 
crease protein in Iraqis' 
cereal-based diet. 

The WFP, the United Na- 
tions food aid arm. is to 
shoulder most of the respon- 
sibility. A WFP team is in 
northern Iraq to assess needs. 
Officials said the team was to 


submit its plan on distribu- 
tion of food and other re- 
quirements by Mid-June. 

Ayoub A1 Jaloudi, officer 
in charge for WFP in Iraq, 
said WFP would soon send its 
director of transport and 
logistics to Baghdad to perso- 
nally oversee the operation. 

He said WFP also planned 
to ‘‘considerably increase its 
staff working in Iraq." 

U.N. officials estimate that 
Iraq’s imports of flour, rice 
and sugar could exceed one 
million tonnes in six months. 
“Needs are so huge," said 
Amir Abdulla Khalil, repre- 
sentative of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation in 
Iraq. 

Iraqi trade officials have 
already gone to Vietnam. In- 
donesia and other Asian 
counters to secure the sup- 
plies. 

But U.N. officials in Iraq 
warned that it would take 
some time before Iraq ex- 
ported the oil and generated 
the revenue to pay for the 
supplies. 

Mr. Jaloudi said until then 
must needy Iraqis would still 
need U.N. rations and urged 
donors to replenish WFP’s 
dwindling stocks in the coun- 
tiy. 

“What we have including 
supplies in the pipeline will 
only cover needs up to end of 
June." Mr. Jaloudi said. 

Iraq will only be allowed to 
export oil when the United 
Nations agrees to its distribu- 
tion plans, puts in place its 
complicated oil sales proce- 
dures and establishes a tough 
monitoring mechanism. 

U.N. officials estimate that 
it may be three months or 
even more before the first 
commercially imported food 
reaches needy Iraqis. 

"Until then we will need 
25.000 tonnes of food each 
month," Mr. Jaloudi said. 

Since 1991 WFP has distri- 
buted more than 300,000 ton- 
nes of food in Iraq at a cost of 
$117 million. 



S. Arabia urges Israel to end conflict 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia urged Israel to work to 
end its conflict with the Arabs no matter what the results in 
its national elections on Wednesday. Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal, during a visit to Japan, urged the 
next Israeli government "to focus on ways to establish 
peace in the region and not on whether there will be peace 
or not,” the official Saudi Press Agency reported. "What- 
ever the (new) Israeli government is, we hope it applies the 
principles of land for peace and works to establish a 
comprehensive peace in the region,” Prince Saud said. 
"Whatever the result of the elections, it is indispensable for 
the Israelis to pursue the peace process and their negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians as well as with the Syrians and 
Lebanese," he said. 


U.N. suspends Sahara voter ID mission 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The Security Council voted 
unanimously Wednesday to suspend its mission to register 
voters in Western Sahara for a referendum that would 
decide whether the region should be independent or ruled 
by Morocco. The council also voted to cut its 288-member 
observer mission by 20 per cent and to keep the remaining 
troops in Western Sahara until at least Nov. 30. U.N. 
observers were deployed in Western Sahara in 1991 to 
maintain a ceasefire between Morocco and the Polisario 
Front, which wants inu,., -ndence for the indigenous 
people. Morocco and the Po| tJ jrio agreed in 1991 to allow 
? f . U : N ‘ " 1,s * K>n called MINURSO — United Nations 
Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara — to help 
conduct a referendum but the voting has been delayed by 
disputes over who should be registered to vote. “The 
required Willingness does not exist to give MINURSO the 
cooperation needed for it to resume and complete the 
identification process" the council said. 


Lebanon police kill gunman in clash 


BAALBEK (R) — Lebanese soldiers and police destroying 
cannabis fields in an eastern Lebanon village clashed with 
gunmen on Wednesday, killing one of them, security 
source said. They said the incident occured in Deir A! 
Wassah village. 25 kilometres west of the city of Baalbek in 
the Bekaa Valley, a major centre for a flourishing illegal 
drugs trade during Lebanon's 1975-90 civil war. Gunmen in 
the village opened fire at the government forces as they 
were destroying a 1.25-acre wide cannabis field. The 
soldiers and policemen — who also confiscated 150 
kilometres of hashish from the village — fired back, killing 
one of the gunmen, the sources added. Lebanese author- 
ities have launched a campaign against the cultivation, 
processing and trafficking of drugs since 1992. 


Iran paper warns Britain over U.S. 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian newspaper has warned 
Britain against following the United States' anti-Iran policy 
saying it would not be in London's interest. Commenting 
on remarks by British Armed Forces Minister Nicholas 
Soames during a visit to the Gulf, the English-language 
Tehran Times said that historically Britain had not been 
very friendly with Iran. Mr. Soqmes told a news conference 
in the United Arab Emirates on Monday Fran was a 
“brooding force in Middle Eastern affairs" and. with Iraq, 
continued to pose a threat. The Tehran limes said: “At a 
time when all members of the European Union unequivo- 
cally stress Iran’s crucial role in maintaining peace and 
regional security, Soames, whose obedience to Washington 
is crystal dear, repeats what the U.S. has been baselessly 
alleging over the past years.” 


Crown Prince urges increased 
government-private sector ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Wednesday , 
urged the government to step 
up cooperation with the busi- 
ness community to increase 
and economic interaction 
with countries of the region 
and the world at large. 

Addressing a meeting held 
at the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of 
Jordan for the evaluation of 
the performance of the 
Jordanian economy, the 
Crown Prince said: “We have 
to pursue research and dia- 
logue to reap fruitful results 
and we have to involve the 
youth and university students 
in this endeavour." 

“We should establish a 
data base which can provide 
information about the situa- 
tion in the Jordanian market 1 
and draw up plans for the 
distribution of wealth and re- 



sources equally to the various 
regions," Prince Hassan 
added. 

“Jordan can achieve suc- 
cess if it adopts a well- 
planned economic policy that 
would offer incentives for the 
private sector to increase its 
investments on the one hand 
and allow for training of the 


work force on the other," 
added Prince Hassan. 

“The phosphate in the 
south and potash and other 
minerals of the Dead Sea 
should get our best attention 
and should be able to help us 
finance new projects," the 
Crown Prince said. 

He urged state-run and pri- 
vate universities to invest in* 
technology and develop sci- 
entific research that can help 
the country’s overall develop- 
ment. 

Taking part in the meeting 
and discussions were partici- 
pants of the centre's seven 
workshops three months ago 
along with other experts and 
students. Also attending 
were advisors to the Crown 
Prince, Minister of Interior 
Awad Khleifat, the centre’s 
director and university pro- 
fessors as well as business- 
men. 


Kabariti, Algerian 
minister hold talks 


ALGIERS (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti received at his resi- 
dence in Algiers Algerian 
Foreign Minister Ahmad 
Attaf and discussed with him 
Jordanian-Algerian relations 
and the means to bolster 
them. 

Mr. Kabariti and Mr. Attaf 
stressed that the viewpoints 
were identical and oriented 
towards Arab reconciliation. 

The two sides also discus- 
sed pan-Arab relations and 
regional and international 
issues of common concern 
such as Iraq and the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East. 

Mr. Kabariti and Mr. Attaf 
stressed the need to alleviate 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple through implementing 
United Nations resolutions 
and the need to exert all 
efforts to help Iraq and its 


isolation. .. 

Mr. Attaf described his 
meeting with Mr. Kabariti as 
constructive and dealt with 
issues of common concern to 
Jordan and Algeria. 

In a statement to Perra, 
Mr. Attaf said: "The chal- 
lenges the Arab Nation is 
facing requires Arab solidar- 
ity and steadfastness. 

Mr. Kabariti and the 
accompanying delegation vi- 
sited on Wednesday the Mar- 
tyre Monument in Algiers. 
They also visited an auto- 
mobile plant. 

Jordanian Ambassador in 
Algiers Mohammad Muqbel 
hosted a banquet for Mr. 
Kabariti and Algerian Prime 
Minister Ahmad Abu Yahya. 

Mr. Kabariti arrived in 
Algiers on Tuesday and was 
received at the airport by his 
Algerian counterpart and 
senior Algerian officials. 


Shalikashvili arrives in Amman today 
for talks on U.S.-Jordan military ties 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The top Amer- 
ican military officer. General 
John Shalikashvili, arrives 
here today for a one-day visit 
during which he would hold 
talks on Jordanian-American 
military cooperation and visit 
a U.S. Air Force unit en- 
gaged in training exercises- 
and flights over southern 
Iraq. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
and Gen. Shalikashvili, chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, are expected to review 
over dinner Thursday night 
American military assistance 
to Jordan, which is expected 
to receive 16 F-16 fighter jets 
from the U.S. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Gen. 
Abdul Hafez Mira'i, chair- 
man of Jordan’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, are also expected to 
meet with Gen. Shalikashvili, 
who will arrive here from 
Bahrain after visits to Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait. 

It will be Gen. Shalikash- 
vili’s first visit to Jordan as 
chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

A spokeswoman for the 
U.S. embassy confirmed that 
the general would pay a visit 
to the American Air Expedi- 
tionary Unit (AEF) at the 
Azraq air force base. 


The AEF unit is conduct- 
ing training exercises in Jor- 
dan and also staging surveill- 
ance flights for two months 
over southern Iraq as part of 
a United Nations Security 
Council resolution adopted in 
1994. 

The unit, which completed 
a joint exercise with the 
Jordanian Royal Air Force 
codenamed “Eager Tiger” 
early this month, is also train- 
ing Jordanian pilots of F-16 
planes ahead of the expected 
delivery of the same type of 
planes to the Kingdom and 
helping upgrade the Azraq 
air force base to accommo- 
date and maintain the F-16s. 

Jordanian pilots are not 
taking pan in the flights over 
southern Iraq, officials have 
said. 

Jordan and the U.S. 
started joint military exer- 
cises in the early 80s under, 
the umbrella of a joint milit- 
ary committee, which last 
met in the U.S. in April. 

During their meeting, the 
King and Gen. Shalikashvili 
are also expected to review 
Jordanian-American military 
cooperation and explore 
means to enhance defence 
ties between the two coun- 
tries as well as discuss the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East and the situation 
.in the Gulf region. 

The centra] theme for Gen. 


Shalikashvili’s discussions in 
Saadi Arabia, Kuwait and 
Bahrain this week was what 
the U.S. perceives as Iranian 
threat to the Arab Gulf 
States and the Clinton Admi- 
nistration's determination to 
ensure that Iraq abides by all 
U.N. resolutions related to 
the Gulf crisis. 

Gen. Shalikashvili is ex- 
pected to hold a press confer- 
ence at Marka airport before 
flying out at noon Friday. 

Gen. Shalikashvili, 60. is 
the 13th chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, which is 
under the Department of De- 
fence, in October 1993. 

He serves as the principal 
military adviser to President 
Bill Clinton, Secretary of De- 
fence William Peny and the 
National Security Council. 

Before being appointed 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Gen. Shalikashvili 
served as the North. Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation’s 
(NATO) supreme allied -com- 
mander, Europe, and as 
commander-in-chief of the 
U.S. -Europe Command. 


Bom in Warsaw, Poland, 
in 1936, Gen. Shalikashvili 
holds a bachelor's degree in 
mechanical engineering from 
Bard ley University and a 
master's degree in interna- 
tional affairs from George 
Washington University. 


Palestinians will be expelled 
from Libya, Qadhafi insists 


CAIRO (Agencies) — De- 
spite a personal plea from 
Egypt’s president, Libyan 
leader Moammar Qadhafi in- 
sisted Wednesday that he 
would soon deport thousands 
of Palestinians so that they no 
longer live as refugees. 

Last year. Colonel Qadhafi 
expelled 2,000 Palestinians to 
demonstrate his opposition to 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords. After protests from 
Arab countries and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). he halted the expul- 
sions but said that he would 
eventually throw them all 
out. 

At the time, hundreds 
were stuck at a squalid camp 
in a desolate no man's land 
on the Egyptian-Libyan bor- 
der. Most were turned back 
by Egypt, other Arab coun- 
tries and Israel because they 
had no travel papers — a 
testament to their stateless 
plight... 

Hoping to head off another 
refogee crisis. President Hos- 
ni Mubarak appealed to Col. 
Qadhafi at a news conference 
not to deport more Palesti- 
nians. some of whom have 


lived in the country for de- 
cades. 

“I hope that my brother 
Col. Qadhafi will reconsider 
the decision to return the 
Palestinians so that the issue 
will not be complicated furth- 
er,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

But in dramatic fashion. 
Col. Qadhafi insisted that he 
had made up his mind and 
that he was only helping them 
to return home. 

"We are not expelling 
them.” he said. "We are just 
getting them closer to their 
homeland.” 

"By doing this, we are ex- 
pressing our belief that the 
Palestinian issue has been re- 
solved and the Palestinians 
have a national authority, a 
president, a land and a flag,” 
he said.' 

He did not say when he 
would renew the deporta- 
tions. 

Col. Qadhafi's five-day 
visit to Egypt ended Wednes- 
day. Since he arrive Friday, . 
he has met President Mubar- 
ak, Egyptian officials, stu- 
dents. writers and union lead- 
ers, often expressing state- 
ments that seemed to embar- 


rass his Egyptian hosts. 

At a meeting with Cairo 
University professors and 
students, he said Kuwait 
should not be independent if 
it could not defend itself 
against Iraq. On Tuesday, 
Kuwait summoned the Li- 
byan charge d'affaires in 
Kuwait to protest Col. 
Qadhafi’s remarks. 

Mr. Mubarak, however, 
has demonstrated that he 
considers Libya a good neigh- 
bour, even riding with it 
against the United States. 

In a rare rebuke, Mr. 
Mubarak rejected U.S. 
charge that Libya is building 
an underground chemical 
weapons plant. He said he 
sent Egyptian inspectors to 
the site at Tarhunah. 65 
kilometres southeast of Tri- 
poli, and they found nothing. 

“There is no chemical in- 
stallation for the time being 
and there is no activity 
there," Mr. Mubarak said in 
an interview Tuesday with 
the Financial Times, a Lon- 
don newspaper. 

U.S. officials have said the 


(Continued on page 7) 


2 killed, 6 injured in 
water-well accident 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two people 
died and six were injured, 
four of them critically, in an 
accident on Wednesday at a 
Hotel water well, a civil de- 
fence official said. 

The accident occurred 
when two employees who 
were maintaining water pipes 
in the well in the Jerusalem 
hotel fainted because of lack 
of oxygen, said the official. 

“An electric pump that the 
two men had brought down 
to the water well emitted 
carbon dioxide, causing the 
two men to faint,” the official 
said. 

Five hotel employees tried 
to rescue the men but they 
also fainted inride the six- 


metre deep well because of 
lack of oxygen. One civil 
defence frogman suffocated 
while attempting to rescue 
them. 

Four of the eight men 
rushed to the hospital were 
listed in critical condition. 
TWo were declared dead on 
arrival, according to the offi- 
cial. 

The deceased were identi- 
fied as Maher Ghazi Man- 
sour, 27, and Jihad Husni 
Ibrahim. 28. 

Hie other victims were 
identified as Ashraf Jihad 
Tamimi, 28. a maintenance 
worker, Mohammad 
Mahmoud Khalil, 28, Ibra- 
him Mohammad Joumah, 31, 
Ibrahim Mohammad Sheikh, 
31 and Hassan Mussa Has- 
san. 20. 


Yilmaz faces censure 


motipn on Monday 


ANKARA (R)— The speak- 
er of Turkey's parliament has 
called lawmakers into 
emergency session on June 3 
to debate an Islamist censure 
motion against Prime Minis- 
ter Mesut Yilmaz that 
threatens to bring down the 
conservative coalition. 


"Parliament has been cal- 
led to a meeting on Monday, 
June 3, 1996, at 1500 (1200 
GMT) with the comiction 
that it would not be suitable 
to have a meeting ahead of 
elections,” Speaker Mustafa 
Kalemli said on Wednesday 
in a written statement. 

Hie Islam-based Welfare 
Party (RP), which has step- 
ped up pressure to break up 
the coalition, had initially 


sought an emergency meeting 
ahead of municipal by- 
elections on June 2. 

A vote on the motion, 
which will follow after a one- 
day mandatory break, could 
spell the end of the troubled 
alliance if the Islamists gain 
enough support from Mr. 
Yilmaz’s opponents. 

Coalition partner Tansu 
Ciller, a bitter personal rival 
of Mr. Yilmaz, has said her 
True Path Party (DYP) 
would support the censure 
motion and work for a prop- 
osed a right-left coalition. 

"CHP (Republican Peo- 
ple's Party), RP and DYP 
have announced they will 
support it,” Mr. Gller said in 
a television interview on 
Tuesday night. 


Hekmatyar returns 
as Afghan premier 


KABUL (AP) — Rebel 'lead- 
er and former government 
enemy Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar has been named Afghanis- 
tan’s prime minister and will 
take power in the next few 
weeks, a government spokes- 
man said Wednesday. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e- 
Isiami faction will also take 
control of Afghanistan's de- 
fence and finance ministries, ’ 
said Aziz Murad, spokesman 
for President Burfaanuddin 
Rabbani. 

In exchange. Mr. Rabbani 
will continue to serve as Pres- 
ident until elections can be 
held. With factional fighting 
raging south of the capital, 
elections are not likely to be 
scheduled any time soon. 

“It has been agreed that 
the interim government will 
be controlled by Hezb-e- 
Islami and President Rabba- 


ni," Mr. Murad said during 
an interview. 

“The prime ministry will 
go to Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar,” he said. 

Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hek- 
matyar signed a peace pact 
last week, ending four years 
of enmities. 

Mr. Hekmatyar is expected 
to move into Kabul and the 
prime minister's residence 
daring the next few days, Mr. 
Murad said. 

In 1992, Mr. Hekmatyar 
was named prime minister 
but never took office when 
the Hezb-e-Isiami broke off 
ties with Mr. Rabbani, send- 
ing die country into civil war 

Right up until recent 
months, the Hezb-e-Islami 
remained a bitter enemy of 
Mr. Rabbani’s waging fierce 
battles for control of the 
capital. 


Deputy defends committee’s tour of RJ stations in Europe 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


LONDON — The head of a 
parliamentary committee 
currently in London to study 
the affairs of Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) said here that the com- 
mittee was not holding inves- 
tigations or inspections but 
was reviewing the general 
situation of the national air 
carrier as entrusted by parlia- 
ment. 

Mohammad Abu Oteim 
(deputy from Mafraq) told 
the Jordan Times that the 
Lower Hou>c had formed the 
committee of deputies and 
entrusted them to tour RJ 


offices in European capitals 
after it had found there was 
need for this mission in the 
wake of conflicting reports 
about the performance of 
RJ\ offices in Amman and 
abroad. 

"With our mission we seek 
to help the government to 
find out the flaws and weak- 
nesses in RJ's establishment 
and help ti relain it*, character 
.is a respected n;itum;tt m-- 
smuiam cunning high repu- 
tation at the domestic and 
external fronts and worthy of 
passengers' confidence,” said 
Dr. Abu Oteim. 

The parliamentarians' trip 
has sparked a controversy 


following an article in the 
local press describing the trip 
to Madrid, London and 
Rome as a farce, which 
prompted committee mem- 
ber Ahmad Kassasbeb to 
threaten to take the col- 
umnist to court. 


Columnist Fahd Fanek had 
said that the committee’s 12- 
day trip was a waste of public 
funds and a farce that would 
not achieve any purpose but 
would provide the deputies 
with a free touristic trip to 
Europe. 

“The committee is en- 
trusted with studying the 
function and situation of 


these RJ stations and to seek 
a way to promote their ser- 
vices and activities to help 
increase the number of tour- 
ists to Jordan,” Dr. Abu 
Oteim said. 

He said that the committee 
had received numerous com- 
plaints about the perform- 
ance of the RJ stations in 
Arab and foreign - countries. 

The committee will submit 
a comprehensive report to 
the Lower House, clanging, 
details about reasons behind 
the national carrier's inde- 
btedness and suggesting 
proposals to address the 
situation. 

He said that those who are 


found responsible for the 
debts should be held account- 
able. 

According to Hassan 
Nabulsi, RJ’s regional execu- 
tive here, the London office 
ranks first in Europe in terms 
of the volume of passengers 
and the number of flights it 
handles. 

, said that RJ operates 
six weekly trips to London 
seven as of July adding that 
the London station forsees 
revenues of more than $22 
million this year. 

Of the 43 employees at the 
London station two are 
Jordanians and the rest are 
British. 



parachutist hurt 
when landing on 
tombstone 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
__ A professional Belgian 
parachutist was injured 
when she landed on a 
tombstone during a compe- 
tition in Malaysia's eastern 
state of Pahang, reports 
said Wednesday. Deceu- 
nick Greet, 42, suffered 
bruises and injuries to her 
thigh and waist after drift- 
ing i wo kilometres off 
course and landing on an 
ethnic-Cbinese cemeteiy in 
Kuantan, the state capital 
of Pahang. A competition 
official said Greet, who 
had a record of more than 
2,000 jumps, had waited 
Too long to open her para- 
chute. "While coming* 
down, she only opened he*. 
parachute at a height of 600 
metres (1968 feet),” com- 
petition Chairman 

Mohammad Saib was quot- 
ed saying by the new 
Straits Times daily. “She 
should have done that 
when she was at 80(1 
metres,” Mr. Mohammad 
added. Ms. Greet was one 
of 200 participants in a 
Malaysian Armed Forces 
parachuting competition. 
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Tourist takes a 
long time to fetch 
the papers 


U.S. judge rules 
she is a he — 
wanted for murder 


British cricket 
groundsman dies 
under own roller 


OXFORD, England (R) — 
A groundsman at Oxford 
University was fatally 
crushed under his heavy 
roller as he was preparing^ . 
cricket pitch, police saci 
The 55-year-old worker, 
whose name .was not 
* released, slipped under the 
giant grass-roller being 
used on a university sports 
field. He died a short while- 
later at a city’s hospital. A 
police spokesman said the 
man’s death was being 
treated as a tragic accident. 
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LONDON (R) — An 
embarrassed New Zealand 
tourist who popped out in 
the car to fetch the Sunday 
papers was found 1 1 hours ? 
later and 100 miles (160 
kilometres) away after he 
ran out of petrol, the Daily 
Telegraph reported Wed- 
nesday. Brian Page, 66, left 
his aunt’s home in Hamp- 
shire, southern England, 
and was soon hopelessly 
lost. Mr. Page, who had 
arrived in Britain die day 
before, was unable to ask 
for directions because he 
did not know his aunt’s 
address. Police finally dis- 
covered him wandering 
down a country road look- 
ing for petrol after an 
odyssey that took him 
through the neighbouring 
counties of Dorset and 
Wiltshire. “When officers 
found him he was safe but 
a bit embarrassed. I dor& 
think he managed to getC. 
paper,” Paul Sparks of 
Hampshire Police told the 
Daily Telegraph. 
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LOS ANGELES — A 
judge ruled that a woman 
was in fact a man who 
underwent a sex change 
and is wanted for a murder 
17 years ago in South 
Carolina. ‘‘The court is sat- 
isfied that this is the person 
that is wanted,” Los An- 
geles Municipal Judge Ja- 
cob Adajian said after com- 
paring fingerprints with 
FBI records. His ruling 
confirmed that Valerie Ni; N 
cole Taylor used to be' 
Freddie Lee Turner, who is 
suspected in the 1979 
shooting death of Billy 
Marshall Posey in Gaffney. 
South Carolina. The 40- 
year-old defendant, who 
underwent a sex-change 
operation and a legal name 
change five years ago. has 
refused to return to South 
Carolina. Judge Adajian 
ordered her held without 
bail in a women’s prison 
pending an extradition 
hearing. 
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